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AEISTIDES.


Akistidks, the son of Lysimiiclius, was of the tril)e Anti-


ochis, and township of Alopece. As to wealtli, sLalemenLs


differ ; some say lie passed his life in extreme poverty, and


left behind him two daughters whose indigence long kept


them unmarried ; but Demetrius, the Piialerian, in opposi-


tion to this general report, professes in his Socrates, to


know a farm at Phalerum going by Artistides's name,


where he was interred ; and, as marks of his opulence, ad-


duces first, the ofl&ce of archon eponymus, which he ob-


tained by the lot of the bean ; which was confined to the


higliest assessed families, called the Pentacosiomedimni


;


second, the ostracism, which was not usually inflicted on


the poorer citizens, but on those of great houses, whose
station exposed them to envy ; third and last, that he left


certain tripods in the temple of Bacchus, offerings for his


victory in conducting the representation of dramatic per-


formances, which were even in our age still to be seen, re-


taining this inscription upon them, " The tribe Antiochis


obtained the victory : Aris tides defrayed the charges


:


Archestratus's play was acted." But this argument, though
in appearance the strongest, is of the least moment of any.


For Epaminondas, who all the world knows was educated,


and lived his whole life in much poverty, and also Plato,


the philosopher, exhibited magnificent shows, the one an


entertainment of flute-players, the other of dithyrambic


singers ; Dion, the Syracusan, supplying the expenses of


the latter, and Pelopidas those of Epaminondas. For good
men do not allow themselves in any inveterate and irrecon-


cilable hostility to receiving presents from their friends,


but while looking upon those that are accepted to be hoard-
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ed up and with avaricious intentions, as sordid and mean,


they do not refuse sucli as, apart from all profit, gratify the


pure love of honor and magnificence. Pansetius, again,


shows that Demetrius was deceived concerning the tripod


by an identity of name. For, from the Persian war to the


end of the Peloponnesian, there are upon record only two
of the name of Aristides, who defrayed the expense of rep-


resenting plays and gained the prize, neither of which was
the same with the son of Lysimachus ; but the father of


the one was Xenophilus, and the other lived at a much
later time, as the way of writing, which is that in use since


the time of Euclides, and the addition of the name of Ar-


chestratus prove, a name which, in the time of the Persian


war, no writer mentions, but which several, during the


Peloponnesian war, record as that of a dramatic poet. The
argument of Pan83tius requires to be more closely con-


sidered. But as for the ostracism, every one was liable to


it, whom his reputation, birth, or eloquence raised above


the common level ; insomuch that' even Damon, preceptor


to Pericles, was thus banished, because he seemed a man
of more than ordinary sense. And, moreover, Idomeneus


says, that Aristides was not made archon by the lot of the


bean, but the free election of the people. And if he held


the affice after the battle of Platssa, as Demetrius himself


has written, it is very probable that his great reputation


and success in the war made him be preferred for his


virtue to an ofQce which others received in consideration


of their wealth. But Demetrius manifestly is eager not


only to exempt Aristides, but Socrates likewise, from


poverty, as from a great evil ; telling us that the latter had


not only a house of his own, but also seventy minse put out


at interest with Crito.


Aristides being the friend and supporter of that Clis-


thenes, who settled the government after the expulsion of the


tyrants, and emulating and admiring L3'curgus, the Lace-


daemonian, above all politicians, adhered to the aristocrati-
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cal principles of government ; and had Thcmistocle.s, son to


Neocles, his adversary on the side of the popuhice. Some
say tliat, being boys and bred up together from their


infancy, they were always at variance with each other in all


their words and actions, as well serious as })layfnl, and that


in this their early contention tliey soon made pi'oof of their


natural inclinations; the one being ready, adventurous,


and subtle, engaging readily and eagerly in everything;


the other of a staid and settled temper, intent on the ex-


ercise of justice, not admitting any degree of falsity, inde-


cox^um, or trickery, no, not so much as at his play. Ariston


of Chios says the first origin of the enmity which rose to


so great a height, was a love affair ; they were rivals for


the affection of the beautiful Stesilaus of Ceos, and were


passionate beyond all moderation, and did not lay aside


their animosity when the beauty that had excited it passed


away; but, as if it had only exercised them in it, imme-
diately carried their heats and differences into public


business.


Themistocles, therefore, joining an association of parti-


sans, fortified himself with considerable strength ; inso-


much that when ^ome one told him that were he impartial,


he would make a good magistrate ;
" I wish," replied he,


" I may never sit on that tribunal where my friends shall


not plead a greater privilege than strangers." But Aristi-


des walked, so to say, alone on his own path in politics,


being unwilling, in the first place, to go along with his asso-


ciates in ill-doing, or to cause them vexation by not gratify-


ing their wishes ; and, secondly, observing that many were
encouraged by the support they had in their friends to act


injuriously, he was cautious; being of opinion that the


integrity of his words and actions was the only right


security for a good citizen.


However, Themistocles making many dangerous altera-


tions, and withstanding and interrupting him in the whole


series of his actions, Aristides also was necessitated to set







214 PLUTARCH'S LIVES.


himself against all Themistocles did, partly in self-delence,


and partly to impede his power from still increasing by the


favor of the multitude ; esteeming it better to let slip some


public conveniences, rather than that he by prevailing


should become powerful in all things. In fine, when he


once had opposed Themistocles in some measures that were


expedient, and had got the better of him, he could not re-


frain from saying, when he left the assembly, that unless


they sent Themistocles and himself to the barathrum, there


could be no safety for Athens, Another time, when urg-


ing some proposal upon the people, though there were


much opposition and stirring against it, he yet was gaining


the day ; but just as the president of the assembly was


about to put it to the vote, perceiving by what had been


said in debate the inexpediency of his advice, he let it fall.


Also he often brought in his bills by other persons, lest


Themistocles, through party spirit against him, should be


any hindrance to the good of the public.


In all the vicissitudes of public affairs, the constancy


he showed was admirable, not being edited with honors,


and demeaning himself tranquilly and sedately in adver-


sity ; holding the opinion that he ought to offer himself to


the service of his country without mercenary views and


irrespectively of any reward, not only of riches, but even


of glory itself. Hence it came, probably, that at the recital


of these verses of jEschylus in the theatre, relating to


Amphiaraus,


For not at seeming just, but being so


He aims ; and from his depth of soil below


Harvests of wise and prudent counsels grow,


the eyes of all the spectators turned on Aristides, as if this


virtue, in an especial manner, belonged to him.


He was a most determined champion for justice, not only


against feelings of friendship and favor, but wrath and


malice. Thus it is reported of him that when prosecuting


the law against one who was his enemy, on the judges after
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accusation refusing to hear the criuunal, and proceed hig


immediately to pass sentence upon him, he rose in haste


from Ills seat and joined in })etition with liim for a hearing,


and tliat he miglit enjoy tlie privilege of the law. Another


time, when judging between two jjrivate persons, cm the


one declaring his adversary had very much injured Aris-


tides ; "Tell me rather, good friend," he said, " what wrong


he has done you ; for it is your cause, not my own, which I


now sit judge of." Being chosen to the charge of the


public revenue, lie made it appear, that not only those of


his time, but the preceding officers, had alienated muck
treasure, and especially Tliemistocles :


—


Well known he was an ablo man to be.


But with his fingers apt to bo too free.


Therefore, Themistocles associating several persons against


Aristides, and impeacliing him when he gave in his ac-


counts, caused him to be condemned of robbing the public
;


so Idomeneus states ; but the best and chiefest men of the


city much resenting it, he was not only exempted from tlie


fine imposed upon him, but likewise again called to the


same employment. Pretending now to repent him to his


former practice, and carrying himself with more remiss-


ness, he became acceptable to such as pillaged the treasury,


by not detecting or calling them to an exact account. So


that those who had their fill of the public money began


highly to applaud Aristides, and sued to the people making
interest to have him once more chosen treasurer. But
when they were upon the point of election, he reproved the


Athenians. " When I discharged my office well and faith-


fully," said he, " I was insulted and abused ; but now that I


have allowed the public thieves in a variety of malpi-actices,


I am considered an admirable patriot. I am more ashamed,


therefore, of this present honor than of the former sen-


tence ; and I commiserate your condition, with whom it is


more praiseworthy to oblige ill men than to conserve the


revenue of the public." Saying thus, and proceedmg to
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expose the thefts that had been committed, he stopped tlie


mouths of those who cried him up and vouched for him
but gained real and true commendations from the best


men.


When Datis, being sent by Darius under pretence of pun-


isliing the Athenians for tlieir burning of Sardis, but in


reality to reduce the Greeks under his dominion, landed


at Marathon and laid waste the country, among the ten


commanders appointed by the Athenians for tlie war,


Miltiades was of the greatest name ; but the second place,


both for reputation and power, was possessed by Aristides :


and when his opinion to join battle was added to that of


Miltiades, it did much to incline the balance. Every leader


by his day having the command in chief when it came to


Aristides's turn, he delivered it into the hands of Miltiades,


showing his fellow-officers, that it is not dishonorable to


obey and follow wise and able men, but, on the contrary,


noble and prudent. So appeasing their rivalry, and bring-


ing them to acquiesce in one and the best advice, he con-


firmed Miltiades in the strength of an undivided and un-


molested authority. For now every one, yielding his day


of command, looked for orders only to him. During the


fight the main body of the Athenians being the hardest put


to it, the barbarians, for a long time, making opposition


there against the tribes Leontis and Antiochis, Themistocles


and Aristides being ranged together, fouglit valiantly ; the


one being of the tribe Leontis, the other of the Antiochis.


But after they had beaten the barbarians back to tlieir


ships, and perceived that they sailed not for the isles, but


were driven in by the force of sea and wind towards the


country of Attica, fearing lest they should take the city,


unprovided of defence, they hurried away thither with


nine tribes, and reached it the same day. Aristides, being


left with his tribe at Marathon to guard the plunder and


prisoners, did not disappoint the opinion they had of him.


Amidst the profusion of gold and silver, all sorts of apparel,
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and other property, more than can he ivienlioned, that were


in the tents and the vessels which tlicy had taken, ho


neither felt the desire to meddle with anything himself,


nor snfi'ered others to do it; nuless it might he some who
took away anything nnknown to him; as Callias, the


torch-hearer, did. One of the harharians, it seems,


prostrated himself hefore this man, supposing him to he a


king hy his hair and fillet; and, when he had so done, tak-


ing him hy the hand, showed him a great quantity of gold


hid in a ditch. Bat Callias, most cruel and impious of


men, took away the treasure, hut slew the man, lest ho


should tell of him. ITence, they say, tlie comic poels


gave his family the name of LaccopJuti., or enriched hy the


ditch, alluding to the phice where Callias found the gold,


Aristides, innnediately after this, was archon ; although


Demetrius, the Phalerian, says he held the office a little


before he died after the battle of Plattea. But in the


records of the successors of Zvanthippides, in whose year


Mardonius was overthrown at Plattea, amongst very many
there mentioned, there is not so nmch as one of the same
name as Aristides ; while immediately after Phsenippus,


during whose term of office they obtained the victory of


Marathon, Aristides is registered.


Of all his virtues, the common people were most affected


with his justice, because of its continual and connnon use
;


and thus, although of mean fortune and ordinary birth, he


possessed himself of the most kingly and divine appella-


tion of Just : which kings however and tyrants ha^ve never


sought after; but have taken delight to be surnamed
besiegers of cities, thunderei'S, conquerors, or eagles again,


and hawks ; affecting, it seems, the reputation which pro-


ceeds from power and violence, rather than that of virtue.


Although the divinity, to whom they desire to compare
and assimilate themselves, excels, it is supposed, in three


things, immortality, power, and virtue; of which three


the noblest and divinest is virtue. For the elements and
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vacuum hare an everlasting existence ; earthquakes, thun-


ders, storms, and torrents have great power ; but in justice


and equity nothing participates except by means of reason


and the knowledge of that which is divine. And thus,


taking the three varieties of feeling commonly entertained


towards the deity, the sense of his happiness, fear, and


honor of him, people would seem to think him blest and


happy for his exemption from death and corruption, to fear


and dread him for his power and dominion, but to love,


honor, and adore him for his justice. Yet though thus dis-


posed, they covet that immortality v/hich our nature is not


capable of, and that power the greatest part of wdiich is at


the disposal of fortune ; but give virtue, the only divine good


really in our reach, the last place, most unwisely ; since


justice makes the life of such as are in prosperity, power,


and authority the life of a god, and injustice turns it to


that of a beast.


Aristides, therefore, had at first the fortune to be be-


loved for this surname, but at length envied. Especially


when Themistocles spread a rumor amongst the people,


that, by determining and judging all matters privately, he


had destroyed the courts of judicature, and was secretly


making way for a monarchy in his own person, without the


assistance of guards. Moreover, the spirit of the people,


now grown high, and confident with their late victory,


naturaUy entertained feelings of dislike to all of more than


common fame and reputation. Coming together, therefore,


from all parts into the city, they banished Aristides by the


ostracism, giving their jealousy of his reputation the


name of fear of tyranny. For ostracism was not the pun-


ishment of any crimhial act, but was speciously said to be


the mere depression and humiliatif)n of excessive greatness


and power ; and was in fact a gentle relief and mitigation


of envious feeling, which was thus allowed to vent itself in


inflicting no intolerable injury, only a ten years' banish-


ment. But after it came to be exercised upon base and
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villanous fellows, they desisted from it; Jlypei bolus being


the last whom they baiiislied by the ostnicisin.


The cause of Ilyperbolus's banishment is said to have


beeu this. Alcibiades and Nicias, men that bore the gi'eat-


est sway in the city, were of different factions. As the


people, therefore, were about to vote tlie ostracism, and
obviously to decree it against one of them, consulting to-


gether and uniting their parties, they contrived the ban-


ishment of Ilyperbolus. Upon which the jieople, being


offended, as if some contempt or affront was put upon the


thing, left off and quite abolished it. It was performed, to


be short, in this manner. Every one taking an ostracon^ a


sherd, that is, or piece of earthenware, wrote upon it the


citizen's name he would have banished, and carried it to


a certain part of the market-place surrounded with wooden
rails. First, the magistrates numbered all the sherds in


gross (for if there were less than six thousand, the ostra-


cism was imperfect) ; then, laying every name by itself, they


pronounced him whose name was written by the larger


number banished for ten years, with the enjoyment of his


estate. As, therefore, they were writi)ig the names on the


sherds, it is reported that an illiterate clownish fellow,


giving Aristides his sherd, supposing him a common citizen,


begged him to write Aristides upon it; and he. being sur-


prised and asking if Aristides had ever done him any injury,


*' None at all," said he, " neither know I the man ; but I am
tired of hearing him everywhere called the Just." Aris-


tides, hearing this, is said to have made no reply, but re-


turned the sherd with his own name inscribed. At his de-


parture from the city, lifting up his hands to heaven, he


made a prayer (the reverse, it would seem, of that of


Achilles), that the Athenians might never have any occa-


sion which should constrain them to remember Aristides.


Nevertheless, three years after, when Xerxes marched


through Thessaly and Boeotia into the country of Attica, re-


pealing the law, they decreed the return of the banished


:
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chiefly fearing Aristides, lest, joining himself to the enemy,


he should corrupt and bring over many of his fellow-citizens


to the party of the barbarians ; much mistaking the man,


who, already before the decree, was exerting himself to excite


and encourage the Greeks to the defence of their liberty.


And afterwards, when Themistocles was general with abso-


lute power, he assisted him in all ways both in action and


counsel ; rendering, in consideration of the common secu-


rity, the greatest enemy he had the most glorious of men.


For when Eurybiades was deliberating to desert the isle


of Salamis, and the galleys of the barbarians putting out


by night to sea surrounded and beset the narrow passage


and islands, and nobody was aware how they were envi-


roned, Aristides, with great hazard, sailed from ^gina


through the enemy's fleet ; and coming by night to Themis-


tocles's tent, and calling him out by himself ;
" If we have


any discretion," said he, " Themistocles, laying aside at this


time our vain and childish contention, let us enter upon a


safe and honorable dispute, vying with each other for the


preservation of Greece
;
you in the ruling and commanding,


I in the subservient and advising part ; even, indeed, as I


now understand you to be alone adhering to the best advice,


in counselling without any delay to engage in the straits.


And in this, though our own party oppose, the enemy seems


to assist you. For the sea behind, and all around us, is


covered with their fleet ; so that we are under a necessity


of approving ourselves men of courage, and fighting,


whether we will or no; for there is no room left us for


flight." To which Themistocles answered, " I would not


willingly, Aristides, be overcome by you on this occasion


;


and shall endeavor, in emulation of this good beginning, to


outdo it in my actions." Also relating to him the stratagem


he had framed against the barbarians, he entreated him to


persuade Eurybiades and show him, how it was impossible


they should save themselves without an engagement ; as


he was the more likely to be believed. Whence, in thQ
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council of war, Cleocntus, the Corinthian, telling Theniis-


tocles that Aristides did not like his advice as he was pres-


ent and said nothing-, Aristides answered. That he should


not have held his peace, if Theniistocles had not been giv-


ing the best advice ; and that he was now silent not out of


any good-will to the person, but in approbation of his


counsel.


Thus the Greek captains were employed. But Aristides


perceiving Psyttalea, a small island that lies within the


straits over against Salamis, to be filled by a body of the


enemy, put aboard his small boats the most forwai'd and


courageous of his countrymen, and went ashore upon it


;


and, joining battle with the barbarians, slew them all, ex-


cept such more remarkable persons as were taken alive.


Amongst these were three children of Sandauce, the king's


sister, whom he immediately sent away to Theniistocles,


and it is stated that, in accordance with a certain oracle,


they were, by the command of Euphrantides, the seer,


sacrificed to Bacchus, called Omestes, or the devourer. But
Aristides, placing armed men all around the island, lay in


wait for such as were cast upon it, to the intent that none


of his friends should perish, nor any of his enemies escape.


For the closest engagement of the ships, and the main fury


of the whole battle, seems to have been about this place


;


for which reason a trophy was erected in Psyttalea.


After the fight, Themistocles, to sound Aristides, told him
they had performed a good piece of service, but there was


a better yet to be done, the keeping Asia in Europe, by
sailing forthwith to the Hellespont, and cutting in sunder


the bridge. But Aristides, with an exclamation, bid him
think no more of it, but deliberate and find out means for


removing the Mede, as quickly as possible, out of Greece


;


lest being enclosed, through want of means to escape,


necessity should compel him to force his way with so great


an army. So Themistocles once more despatched Arnaces,


the eunuch, his prisoner, giving him in command privately
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to advertise the king that he had diverted the Greeks from


their intention of setting sail for the bridges, out of the


desire he felt to preserve him.


Xerxes, being much terrified with this, immediately hasted


to the Hellespont. But Mardonius was left with the most


serviceable part of the army, about three hundred thousand


men, and was a formidable enemy, confident in his infantry


and writing messages of defiance to the Greeks: "You


have overcome by sea men accustomed to fight on land, and


unskilled at the oar; but there lies now the open country


of Thessaly ; and the plains of Bceotia offer a broad and


worthy field for brave men, either horse or foot, to contend


in." But he sent privately to the Athenians, both by letter


and word of mouth from the king, promising to rebuild


their city, to give them a vast sum of money, and con-


stitute them lords of all Greece, on condition they were not


engaged in the war. The Lacedaemonians, receiving news


of this, and fearing, despatched an embassy to the Athe-


nians, entreating that they would send their wives and


children to Sparta, and receive support from them for their


superannuated. For, being despoiled both of their city and


country, the people were suffering extreme distress. Hav-


ing given audience to the ambassadors, they returned an


answer, upon the motion of Aristides, worthy of the high-


est admiration ; declaring, that they forgave their enemies


if they thought all things purchasable by wealth, than


which they knew nothing of greater value ; but that they


felt offended at the Lacedaemonians, for looking only to


their present poverty and exigence, without any remem-


brance of their valor and magnanimity, offering them their


victuals to fight hi the cause of Greece. Aristides, making


this proposal and bringing back the ambassadors into the


assembly, charged them to tell the Lacedaemonians, that


all the treasure on the earth or under it was of less value


with the people of Athens than the liberty of Greece.


And, showing the sun to those who came from Mardoniusj
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"As long as that retains the same course, so long," saifl


he, "shall the citizens of Athens wage wiir with the I*cr-


sians for the country wliich has hcen wasted, and the tem-


ples that have been profaned and ])urnt by them." More-


over, he proposed a decree, that the priests should anathe-


matize him Avho sent any herald to tlio Medes, or deserted


the alliance of Greece.


When Mardonius made a second incursion into the coun-


try of Attica, the people passed over again into the isle of


Salamis. Aristides, being sent to Laceda3mon, reproved


them for their delay and neglect in abandoning Athens


once more to the barbarians; and demanded their assist-


ance for that part of Greece, which was not yet lost. The
Ephori, hearing this, made show of sporting all day, and


of carelessly keeping holy day (for they were then celebrating


the Ilyacinthian festival), but in the night, selecting five


thousand Spartans, each of whom was attended by seven


Helots, they sent them forth unknown to those fiom


Athens. And when Aristides again reprehended them,


they told him in derision that he either doted or dreamed,


for the army was already at Oresteura, in their march to-


wards the strangers ; as they called the Persians. Aristides


answered, that they jested unseasonably, deluding their


friends, instead of their enemies. Thus says Idomeneus.


But in the decree of Aristides, not himself, but Cimon,


Xanthippus, and Myronides are appointed ambassadors-


Being chosen general for the war, he I'epaired to Plataea,


with eight thousand Athenians, where Pausanias, generalis-


simo of all Greece, joined him with the Spartans ; and the


forces of tlie other Greeks came into them. The wliole en-


campment of the barbarians extended all along the bank of


the river Asopus, their numbers being so great, there was
no enclosing them all, but their baggage and most valuable


things were surrounded with a square bulwark, each side


of which was the length of ten furlongs.


Tisamenus, the Elean, had prophesied to Pausanias and
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all the Greeks, and foretold them victory if they made no at-


tempt upon the enemy, but stood on their defence. But Aris-


tides sending to Delphi, the god answered, that the Athenians


should overcome their enemies, in case they made supplica-


tion to Jupiter and Juno of Cithseron, Pan, and the nymphs
Sphragitides, and sacrificed to the heroes Androcrates, Leu-


con, Pisander, Damocrates, Ilypsion, Actseon, and Polyidus


;


and if they fought within their own territories in the plain


of Ceres Eleusinia and Proserpine. Aristides was perplexed


upon the tidings of this oracle ; since the heroes to whom it


commanded him to sacrifice had been chieftains of the Plat33-


ans, and the cave of the nymphs Sphragitides was on the top


of Mount Cithseron, on the side facing the setting sun of


summer time ; in which place, as the story goes, there was
formerly an oracle, and many that lived in the district were


inspired with it, whom they called Nympholepti^ possessed


with the nymphs. But the plain of Ceres Eleusinia, and


the offer of victory to the Athenians, if they fought in


their own territories, recalled them again, and transferred


the war into the country of Attica. In this juncture,


Arimnestus, who commanded the Platseans, dreamed that


Jupiter, the Saviour, asked him what the Greeks had
resolved upon ; and that he answered, " To-morrow, my
Lord, we march our army to Eleusis, and there give the bar-


barians battle according to the directions of the oracle of


Apollo." And that the god rei^lied, they were utterly mis-


taken, for that the places spoken of by the oracle were


within the bounds of Platsea, and if they sought there


they should find them. This manifest vision having ap-


peared to Arimnestus, when he awoke he sent for the most


aged and experienced of his countrymen, with whom com-


municating and examining the matter, he found that near


IJysiffi, at the foot of Mount Cithseron, there was a very


ancient temple called the temple of Ceres Eleusinia and


Proserpine. lie therefore forthwith took Aristides to the


place, which was very convenient for drawing up an army
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of foot, because tlic slopes at ili« bottom of tlic mountain


Cithffii'oii reiuUnxMl the plain, wliere it comes up to the


temple, unfit for the movements of caAalry. Also, in the


same place, there was the fane of iXndi'ocrates, environed


with a thick shady grove. And that tlie oracle might be


accomplished in all particulars for the ho[)e of victory,


Arimnestus proposed, and tlie Platieans decreed, that tlio


frontiers of their counii'y towards Attica shoidd be re-


moved, and the land given to the Athenians, tliat they


might fight in defence of Greece in their own proper terri-


tory. This zeal and liberality of the Platteans became so


famous, that Alexander, many years after, when he hud


obtained the dominion of all Asia, U[)on erecting the walls


of Platsea, caused proclamation to be made by the herald


at the Olympic games, that tlie king did the Platasans this


favor in consideration of their nobleness and magnanin:iity,


because, in the war with the Medes, they freely gave up
their land and zealousl}^ fought with the Greeks.


The Tegeatans, contesting the post of honor Mdtli the


Athenians, demanded that, according to custom, the Lace-


dasmonians being ranged on the right wing of the battle,


the}'' might have the left, alleging several matters in com-


mendation of their ancestors. The Athenians being indig-


nant at the claim, Aristides came forward :
" To contend


with the Tegeatans," said he, " for noble descent and


valor, the present time permits not ; but this we say to you,


O you Spartans, and you the rest of the Greeks, that place


neither takes away nor contributes courage ; we shall en-


deavor by crediting and maintaining the post you assign


us, to reflect no dishonor on our former performances.


For we are come, not to differ with our friends, but to fight


our enemies ; not to extol our ancestors, but ourselves to


behave as valiant men. This battle will manifest how
much each city, captain, and private soldier is worth to


Greece." The council of war, upon this address, decided for


the Athenians, and gave them the other wing of the battle.


15
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All Greece being in suspense, and especially the uli'airs


of the Athenians unsettled, certain persons of great families


and possessions having been impoverished by the war, and


seeing all their authority and reputation in the city vaii-


ished with their wealth, and others in possession of thoir


honors and places, convened privately at a house in Platc&a,


and conspired for the dissolution of the democratic govern-


ment ; and, if the plot should not succeed, to ruin the cause


and betray all to the barbarians. These matters being in


agitation in the camp, and many persons already corrupted,


Aristides, perceiving the design, and dreading the present


juncture of time, determined neither to let the business


pass unanimadverted upon, nor yet altogether to expose


it ; not knowing how many the accusation might reach,


and willing to set bounds to his justice with a view to the


public convenience. Therefore, of many that were con-


cerned, he apprehended eight only, two of whom, who
were first proceeded against and most guilty, ^'Eschines of


Lampra and Agesias of Acharnse, made their escape out of


the camp. The rest Le dismissed
;
giving opportunity to


such as thought themselves concealed, to take courage and


repent ; intimating that they had in the war a great tribu-


nal, where they might clear their guilt by manifesting their


sincere and good intentions towards their country.


After this, Mardonius made trial of the Grecian courage,


by sending his whole number of horse, in which he thouglit


himself much the stronger, against them, while they were


all pitched at the foot of Mount Cithseron, in strong and


rocky places, except the Megarians. They, being three


thousand in number, were encamped on the plain, where


they were damaged by the horse charging and making in-


roads upon them on all hands. They sent, therefore, in


haste to Pausanias, demanding relief, as not being able


alone to sustain the great numbers of the barbarians.


Pausanias, hearing this, and perceiving the tents of the


Megarians already hid by the multitude of darts and ar-
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rows, and tlicmsclves driven together into a narrow space,


was at a loss himself how to aid them with his battalion of


heavy-armed Lacedaemonians. He proposed it, thei-efore,


as a point of emulation in valor and love of distinction, to


the commanders and captains who were around him, if


any would voluntarily take upon them the defence and


succor of the ^Meg-arians. The rest heing backward, Ai'is-


tides nndci'took the enterprise for the ^Vthenians, and sent


()lympiodorus, the most valiant of his inferior officers, with


three hundred chosen men and some archers under his


command. These being soon in readiness, and running


upon the enemy, as soon as Masistius, who conmianded


the barbarians' horse, a man of wonderful courage and of


extraordinary bulk and comeliness of person, perceived it,


turning his steed he made towards them. And they sus-


taining the shock and joining battle with him, there was a


sharp conflict, as though by this encounter they were to


try the success of the whole war. But after Masistius's


horse received a wound, and flung him, and he falling could


hardly raise himself through the weight of his armor, the


Athenians, pressing upon him with blows, could not easily


get at his person, armed as he was, his breast, his head,


and his limbs all over, with gold and brass and iron ; but


one of them at last, running him in at the visor of his hel-


met, slew him ; and the rest of the Persians, leaving the


body, fled. The greatness of the Greek success was known,


not by the multitude of the slain (for an inconsiderable


number were killed), but by the sorrow the barbarians


expressed. For they shaved themselves, their horses, and
mules for the death of Masistius, and filled the plain with


howling and lamentation ; having lost a person, who, next


to Mardonius himself, was by many degrees the chief


among them, both for valor and authority.


After this skirmish of the horse, they kept from fight-


ing a long time ; for the soothsayers, by the sacrifices,


foretold the victory both to Greeks and Persians, if they
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stood upon the defensive part only, but if they became
aggressors, the contrary. At length Mardonius, when he


had but a few days' provision, and the Greek forces


increased continually by some or other that came in to them,


impatient of delay, determined to lie still no longer, but


passing Asopus by daybreak, to fall unexpectedly upon
the Greeks ; and signified the same over night to the cap-


tains of his host. But about midnight, a certain horseman
stole into the Greek camp, and coming to the watch,


desired them to call Aristides, the Athenian, to him. He
coming speedily ;


" I am," said the stranger, " Alexander,


king of the Macedonians, and am arrived here through the


greatest danger in the world for the good-will I bear you,


lest a sudden onset should dismay you, so as to behave


in the fight worse than usual. For to-morrow Mardonius


will give you battle, urged, not by any hope of success


or courage, but by want of victuals ; since, indeed, the


prophets prohibit him the battle, the sacrifices and oracles


being unfavorable ; and the army is in despondency and


consternation ; but necessity forces him to try his fortune,


or sit still and endure the last extremity of want." Alex-


ander, thus saying, entreated Aristides to take notice and


remember him, but not to tell any other. But he told him,


it was not convenient to conceal the matter from Pausanias


(because he was general), as for any other, he would keep


it secret from them till the battle was fought ; but if the


Greeks obtained the victory, that then no one should be


ignorant of Alexander's good-will and kindness towards


them. After this, the king of the Macedonians rode back


again, and Aristides went to Pausanias's tent and told


him ; and they sent for the rest of the captains and gave


orders that the army should be in battle array.


Here, according to Herodotus, Pausanias spoke to Aris-


tides, desiring him to transfer the Athenians to the right


wing of the army opposite to the Persians (as they would


do better service against them, having been experienced in







AIIISTIDES. 229


their way of combat, and emboldened with former vic-


tories), and to give hira the left, where the Mediziiig


Greeks were to make their assault. The rest of the


Athenian captains regarded this as an arrogant and inter-


fering act on the part of Pausanias ; because, while permit-


ting the rest of the army to keep their stations, he I'cmovcd


them only from place to place, like so many llclots, oppos-


ing them to the greatest strength of the enemy. Bui


Aristides said, they were altogether in the wrong. If so


short a time ago they contested the left wing with the


Tegeatans, and gloried in being preferred before them,


now, when the Lacedaemonians give them place in the


right, and yield them in a manner the leading of the army,


how is it they are discontented with the honor that is done


them, and do not look upon it as an advantage to have


to fight, not against their countrymen and kindred, but


barbarians, and such as were by nature their enemies ?


After this, the Athenians very readily changed places witli


the Lacedaemonians, and there went words amongst them
as they were encouraging each other, that the enemy ap-


proached with no better arras or stouter hearts than those


who fought the battle of Marathon ; but had the sami*


bows and arrows, and the same embroidered coats and


gold, and the same delicate bodies and effeminate minds


within ;
" While we have the same weapons and bodies,


and our courage augmented by our victories ; and fight


not like others in defence of our country only, but for


the trophies of Salamis and Marathon ; that they may
not be looked upon as due to Miltiades or fortune, but


to the people of Athens." Thus, therefore, were they mak-
ing haste to change the order of their battle. But the


Thebans, understanding it by some deserters, forthwith


acquainted Mardonius ; and he, either for fear of the Athe-


nians, or a desire to engage the Lacedaemonians, marched


over his Persians to the other wing, and commanded the


Greeks of his party to be posted opposite to the Athenians.
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But this change was observed on the other side, and Pau-


sanias, wheeling about again, ranged himself on the right,


and Mardonius, also, as at first, took the left wing over


against the Lacedaemonians. So the day passed without


action.


After this the Greeks determined in council to remove


their camp some distance, to possess themselves of a place


convenient for watering ; because the springs near them


were polluted and destroyed by the barbarian cavalry. But
night being come, and the captains setting out towards the


place designed for their camping, the soldiers were not


very ready to follow, and keep in a body, but, soon as they


had quitted their first entrenchments, made towards the city


of Platsea ; and there was much tumult and disorder as they


dispersed to various quarters and proceeded to pitch their


tents. The Lacedsemonians, against their will, had the fort-


une to be left by the rest. For Amompharetus, a brave and


daring man, who had long been burning with desire of the


fight, and resented their many lingerings and delays, calling


the removal of the camp a mere running avray and flight,


protested he would not desert his post, but would there


remain with his company, and sustain the charge of Mar-


donius. And when Pausanias came to him and told him he


did do these things by the common vote and deteraiination


of the Greeks, Amompharetus taking up a great stone and


flinging it at Pausanias' feet, and " By this token," said he,


" do I give my suffrage for the battle, nor have I any con-


cern with the cowardly consultations and decrees of other


men." Pausanias, not knowing what to do in the present


juncture, sent to the Athenians, who were drawing off, to


stay to accompany him ; and so he himself set off with the


rest of the army for Plataea, hoping thus to make Amom-
pharetus move.


Meantime, day came upon them ; and Mardonius (for he


was not ignorant of their deserting their camp) having his


army in array, fell upon the Lacedogmonians with great
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shoii.iii;^- and noise of barbarous jieoplo, as if they were not


about to join battle, but crush the Ci-eeks in their fliglit.


Wliicli within a very httle came to pass. For Pausanias,


perceiving- what was done, made a halt, and commanded
every one to put themselves in order for the battle ; but


either through his anger with Amompliaretus, or the dis-


turbance he was in by reason of tlie sudden approach of


the enem}^ he forgot to give the signal to the Greeks in


general. AVhence it was, that they did not come in imme-


diately or in a body, to their assistance, but by small


companies and straggling, when the fight was already


begun. Pausanias, offering sacrifice, could not procui'c


favorable omens, and so commanded the Lacedsemonians,


setting down their shields at their feet, to abide quietly


and attend his directions, making no resistance to any


of their enemies. And he sacrificing again a second time,


the horse charged, and some of the Lacedasmonians were


wounded. At this time, also, Callicrates, who, we are


told, was the most comely man in the army, being shot with


an arrow and upon the point of expiring, said, that he


lamented not his death (for he came from home to lay down
his life in the defence of Greece), but tliat he died without


action. The case was indeed hard, and the forbearance of


the men wonderful ; for they let tlie enemy charge without


repelling them ; and, expecting their proper opportunity


from the gods and their general, suffered themselves to be


wounded and slain in their ranks. And some say, that while


Pausanias was at sacrifice and prayers, some space out of the


battle array, certain Lydians, falling suddenly upon him,


plundered and scattered the sacrifice : and that Pausanias


and his company, having no arms, beat them with staves and


whips ; and that, in imitation of this attack, the whipping


the boys about the altar, and after it the Lydian procession,


are to this day practised in Sparta.


Pausanias, therefore, being troubled at these things, while


the priests went on offering one sacrifice after another,
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turns himself towards the temple with tears in his eyes,


and lifting up his hands to heaven, besought Juno of Cithae-


ron, and the other tutelar gods of the Plateeans, if it were


not in the fates for the Greeks to obtain the victory, that


they might not perish, without performing some remark-


able thing, and by their actions demonstrating to their


enemies, that they waged war with men of courage, and


soldiers. While Pausanias was thus in the act of suppli-


cation, the sacrifices appeared propitious, and the sooth-


sayers foretold victory. The word being given, the Lace-


dsemonian battalion of foot seemed, on the sudden, like


some one fierce animal, setting up his bristles, and betaking


himself to the combat ; and the barbarians perceived that


they encountered with men who would fight it to the death.


Therefore, holding their wicker-shields before them, they


3l:ot their arrows amongst the Lacedeemonians. But they,


kee^^iing together in the order of a phalanx, and falling upon


the enemies, forced their shields out of their hands, and,


striking with their pikes at the breasts and faces of the


Persians, overthrew many of them, who, however, fell not


either unrevenged or without courage. For taking hold of


the spears with their bare hands, they broke many of them,


and betook themselves not without eflect to the sword


;


and making use of their falchions and scimitars, and wrest-


ing the Lacedaemonians' shields from them, and grappling


with them, it was a long time that they made resistance.


Meanwhile, for some time, the Athenians stood still,


waiting for the Lacedaemonians to come up. But when
they heard much noise as of men engaged in fight, and a


messenger, they saj', came from Pausanias, to advertise


them of what was going on, they soon hasted to their


assistance. And as they passed through the plain to the


place where the noise was, the Greeks, who took part with


the enemy, came upon them. Aristides, as soon as he saw
them, going a considerable space before the rest, cried out


to them, conjuring them by the guardian gods of Greece to
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forbear the fight, and be noiinpednnent or stop to those wlio


were going to suecor the defenders of Greece. Jiut when
he perceived they gave no attention to him, and had pre-


pared themselves for the battle, tlien turning from the


])resent relief of the Lacedsomonians, he engaged them,


being five thousand in number. l>ut the greatest part soon


gave way and retreated, as the barbarians also were put to


flight. The sharpest conflict is said to have been against


the Thebans, the chiefest and most powerful persons among
them at that time siding zealously with the Modes, and


leading the multitude not according to their own inclina-


tions, but as being subjects of an oligarchy.


The battle being thus divided, the Lacedaemonians first


beat off the Persians; and a Spartan, named Arimnestus,


slew Mardonius by a blow on the head with a stone, as the


oracle in the temple of Amphiaraus had foretold to him.


For Mardonius sent a Lydian thither, and another person,


A Carian, to the cave of Trophonius. This latter, the priest


of the oracle answered in his own language. But the


Lydian sleeping in the temple of Amphiaraus, it seemed to


him that a minister of the divinity stood before him and


commanded him to be gone ; and on his refusing to do it,


flung a great stone at his head, so that he thought himself


slain with the blow. Such is the story.—They drove the


fliers within their walls of wood; and, a little time after, the


Athenians put the Thebans to flight, killing three hundred
of the chiefest and of greatest note among them in the


actual fight itself. For when they began to fly, news came
that the army of the barbarians was besieged within their


palisade ; and so giving the Greeks opportunity to save


themselves, they marched to assist at the fortifications ; and
coming in to the Lacedaemonians, who were altogether un-


handy and unexperienced in storming, they took the camp
with great slaughter of the enemy. For of three hundred
thousand, forty tliousand only are said to have escaped with


Artabazus ; while on the Greeks' side there perished in all
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thirteen hundred and sixty ; of which fifty-two were Athe-


nians, all of the tribe Mantis, that fought, says Clideraus,


with the greatest courage of any ; and for this reason the


men of this tribe used to offer sacrifice for the victory, as


enjoined hy the oracle, to the nymphs Sphragitides at the


expense of the public ; ninety-one were Lacedaemonians, and


sixteen Tegeatans. It is strange, therefore, upon what
grounds Herodotus can say, that they only, and none other,


encountered the enemy; for the number of the slain and


their monuments testify that the victory was obtained by


all in general ; and if the rest had been standing still, while


the inhabitants of three cities only had been engaged in the


fight, they would not have set on the altar the inscription


:


The Greeks, when, by their courage and their might.


They had repelled the Persian in the fight,


The common altar of freed Greece to be,


Beared this to Jupiter who guards the free.


They fought this battle on the fourth daj^ of the month
Boedromion, according to the Athenians, but according


to the Boeotians, on the twenty-seventh of Panemus ;—on


which day there is still a convention of the Greeks at


Plat83a, and the Platceans still offer sacrifice for the victory


to Jupiter of freedom. As for the difference of days, it is


not to be wondered at, since even at thepresent time, when
there is a far more accurate knowledge of astronomy, some
begin the month at one time, and some at another.


After tins, the Athenians not yielding the honor of the


day to the Lacedcemonians, nor consenting they should


erect a trophy, things were not far from being ruined by
dissension among the armed Greeks ; had not Aristides, by


much soothing and counselling the commanders, especially


Leocrates and Myronides, pacified and persuaded them to


leave the thing to the decision of the Greeks. And on their


proceeding to discuss the matter, Theogiton, the Megariau,


declared the honor of the victory was to be given some
other city, if they would prevent a civil war: after hitu
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Cleocritus of Coriiifli risiii<»- np, iiuulc jieoplc tliink he AA-ould


ask the palm for llio CoriiiLhiaiis (for next to Spai'ta aiul


Athens, Corinth \v;is in <j^reatest estimation) ; hnt lie delivered


his ojjinion, to \]\c ^-fiiciMl admiration, in favoi- of th(; Pla-


ta:"ans ; and counselled to take away all contention by ,icivi:i/j^


them the reward and glory of the victory, wliose b(Mng


honored conld be distasteful to neither party. This being


said, first Aristides gave consent in the name of the Athe-


nians, and Pausanias, then, for the Lacedicmonians. So.


being reconciled, they set apart eighty talents for the Pla-


tseans, with which they built the temple and dedicated the


image to Minerva, and adorned the temple Avith pictures,


which even to this very day retain their lustre. But the


LacedseuKmians and Athenians, each erected a trophy apart


by themselves. On their consulting the oracle about offer-


ing sacrifice, Apollo answered, that they should dedicate


an altar to Jupiter of freedom, but should not sacrifice till


they had extinguished the fires throughout the country, as


liaving been defiled by the barbarians, and had kindled


unpolluted fire at the common altar at Delphi. The magis-


trates of Greece, therefore, went forthwith and compelled


such as had fire to put it out ; and Euchidas, a Platgean,


promising to fetch fire, witli all possible speed, from the


altar of the god, went to Delphi, and liaving sprinkled and


purified his body, crowned himself with laurel ; and taking


the fire from the altar ran back to Platsea, and got back


there before sunset, performing in one day a journey of a


thousand furlongs ; and saluting his fellow-citizens and
delivering them the fire, he immediately fell down, and in


a short time after expired. But the Platseans, taking him
up, interred him in the temple of Diana Euclia, setting


this inscription over him :
" Euchidas ran to Delphi and


back again in one day." Most people believe that Euclia


is Diana, and call her by that name. But some say she


was the daughter of Hercules, by Myrto, the daughter of


Meuoetius, and sister of Patroclus, and dying a virgin, was
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worshipped by the Boeotians and Locrians. Iler altar and


image are set up in all their market-places, and those of


both sexes that are about marrying- sacrifice to her before


the nuptials.


A general assembly of all the Greeks being called, Aristi-


des proposed a decree, that the deputies and religious repre-


sentatives of the Greek states should assemble annually at


Platsea, and every fifth year celebrate the Eleutheria or


games of freedom. And that there should be a levy upon


all Greece for the war against the barbarians, of ten thou-


sand spearmen, one thousand horse, and a hundred sail of


ships ; but the Plataeans to be exempt, and sacred to the


service of the gods, offering sacrifice for the welfare of


Greece. These things being ratified, the Plataeans under-


took the performance of annual sacrifice to such as were


slain and buried in that place ; which they still perform in


the following manner. On the sixteenth day of Msemac-


terion (which with the Boeotians is Alalcomenus) they make
their procession, which, beginning by break of day. is led


by a trumpeter sounding for onset ; then follow certain


chariots loaded with myrrh and garlands ; and then a black


bull ; then come the young men of free birth carrying


libations of wine and milk in large two-handed vessels, and


jars of oil and precious ointments, none of servile condition


being permitted to have any hand in this ministration,


because the men died in defence of freedom ; after all


comes the chief magistrate of Plattea (for whom it is un-


lawful at other times either to touch iron, or wear any


other colored garment but white), at that time apparelled


In a purple robe ; and, taking a water-pot out of the city


record-office, he proceeds, bearing a sword in his hand,


through the middle of the town to the sepulchres. Then
drawing water out of a spring, he washes and anoints the


monuments, and sacrificing the bull upon a pile of wood,


and making supplication to Jupiter and Mercury of the


eaith, invites those valiant men who perished in the defence
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of Greece to the I);inquet :ui(l tlu; libiilioiis of blood. After


this, mixing a bowl of wine, iuid pouring out for himself,


he says, " I drink to those who lost their lives for the


liberty of Greece." These solemnities the Platieans observe


to this Lhrj.


Aristides perceived that the Athenians, after their return


into the city, were eager for a democracy ; and deeming the


people to deserve consideration on account of their valiant


behavior, as also that it was a matter of difficulty, they being


well armed, powerful, and full of spirit with their victories,


to oppose them by force, he brought forward a decree, that


every one might share in the government, and the archons


be chosen out of tlie whole body of the Athenians. And
on Themistocles telling the people in assembly that he had


some advice for them, which could not be given in public,


but was most important for the advantage and security of


the city, they appointed Aristides alone to hear and consider


it with him. And on his acquainting Aristides that his


intent was to set fire to the arsenal of the Greeks, for by


that means should the Athenians become supreme masters


of all Greece, Aristides, returning to the assembly, told


them, that nothing was more advantageous than what
Themistocles designed, and nothing more unjust. The
Athenians, hearing this, gave Themistocles order to desist


;


such was the love of justice felt by the people, and such the


credit and confidence they reposed in Aristides.


Being sent in joint commission with Cimon to the war,


he took notice that Pausanias and the other Spartan cap-


tains made themselves offensive by imperiousness and


harshness to the confederates ; and by being himself gentle


and considerate with them, and by the courtesy and disin-


terested temper which Cimon, after his example, manifested


in the expeditions, he stole away the chief command from


the Lacedaemonians, neither by weapons, ships, or horses,


but by equity and wise policy. For the Athenians being


endeared to the Greeks by the justice of Aristides and by
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Cimon's moderation, the tyranny and selfishness of Pau-


sanias rendered them yet more desirable. He on all occa-


sions treated the commanders of the confederates haugh-


tily and roughly ; and the common soldiers he punished


with stripes, or standing under the iron anchor for a whole


day together ; neither was it permitted for any to provide


straw for themselves to lie on, or forage for their horses,


or to come near the springs to water before the Spartans


were furnished, but servants with whips drove away such


as approached. And when Aristides once was about to


complain and expostulate with Pausanias, he told him with


an angry look, that he was not at leisure, and gave no


attention to him. The consequence was that the sea cap-


tains and generals of the Greeks, in particular, the Chians,


Samians, and Lesbians, came to Aristides and requested


him to be their general, and to receive the confederates


into his command, who had long desired to relinquish the


Spartans and come over to the Athenians. But he


answered, that he saw both equity and necessity in what


they said, but their fidelity required the test of some action,


the commission of which would make it impossible for the


multitude to change their minds again. Upon which


Uliades, the Samian, and Antagoras of Chios, conspiring


together, ran in near Byzantium on Pausanias's galley,


getting her between them as she was sailing before the rest.


But when Pausanias, beholding them, arose up and furi-


ously threatened soon to make them know that they had


been endangering not his galley, but their own countries,


they bid him go his way, and thank Fortune that fought


for him at Platsea ; for hitherto, in reverence to that, the


Greeks had forborne from inflicting on him the punishment


he deserved. In fine, they all wxnt off and joined the


Athenians. And here the magnanimity of the Lacedaemo-


nians was wonderful. For when they perceived that their


generals were becoming corrupted by the greatness of their


authority, they voluntarily laid down the chief command,
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and IcfL oIT sriuliii;^'' any more of tliom to tlic w;irs, clioosiiig


ruther to have ciLizcns of moderation and consistent in tlio


observance of their customs, than to possess the dominion


of all Greece.


Even during the command of the Lacedemonians, the


Greeks paid a certain contribution towards the mainte-


nance of the war ; and being desirous to be rated city by


city in their due proportion, they desired Ai'istides of the


Athenians, and gave him command, surveying the country


and revenue, to assess every one according to their ability


and what they were worth. But he, being so largely


empowered, Greece as it were submitting all her affairs to


his sole management, went out poor, and returned poorer
;


laying the tax not only without corruption and injustice,


but to the satisfaction and convenience of all. F<)r as the


ancients celebrated the age of Saturn, so did the confeder-


ates of Athens Aristides's taxation, terming it the happy


time of Greece ; and that more especially, as tlie sum was


in a short time doubled, and afterwards trebled. For the


assessment which Aristides made was four hundred and


sixty talents. But to this Pericles added very near one


third part more; for Thucydides says, that in the begin-


ning of the Peloponnesian war, the Athenians had coming


in from their confederates six hundred talents. But after


Pericles's death, the demagogues, increasing by little and


little, raised it to the sum of thirteen hundred talents


;


not so much through the war's being so expensive and


changeable either by its length or ill success, as by their


alluring the people to spend upon largesses and playhouse


allowances, and in erecting statues and temples. Aristides,


therefore, having acquired a wonderful and great reputa-


tion by this levy of the tribute, Themistocles is said to have


derided him, as if this had been not the commendation of


a man, but a money-bag ; a retaliation, though not in the


same kind, for some free words which Aristides had used.


For lie, Tj'hen Themistoclesj once wa9 saying that hn
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thought the highest virtue of a general was to understand


and foreknow the measures the enemy would take, replied,


"This, indeed, Themistocles, is simply necessary, but the


excellent thing in a general is to keep his hands from taking


money."


Aristides, moreover, made all the people of Greece swear


to keep the league, and himself took the oath in the name
of the Athenians, flinging M^edges of red-hot iron into the


sea, after curses against such as should make breach of


their vow. But afterwards, it would seem, when things


were hi such a state as constrained them to govern with a


stronger hand, he bade the Athenians to throw the perjury


upon him, and manage affairs as convenience required.


And, in general, Theophrastus tells us, that Aristides was,


in his own private affairs, and those of his fellow-citizens,


rigorously just, but that in public matters he acted often


in accordance with his country's policy, which demanded,


sometimes, not a little injustice. It is reported of him that


he said in a debate, upon the motion of the Samians for


removing the treasure from Delos to Athens, contrary to


the league, that the thing indeed was not just but was ex-


pedient.


In fine, having established the dominion of his city over


so many people, he himself remained indigent ; and always


delighted as much in the glory of being poor, as in that of


his trophies ; as is evident from the following story. Cal-


lias, the torch-bearer, was related to him ; and was prose-


cuted by his enemies in a capital cause, in which, after they


had slightly argued the matters on which they indicted


him, they proceeded, besides the point, to address the


judges : " You know," said they, " Aristides, the son of


Lysimachus, who is the adiiiiration of all Greece. In what


a condition do j^ou think his family is in at his house, w^hen


you see him appear in public in such a threadbare cloak?


Is it not probable that one who, out of doors, goes thus ex-


posed to the cold, must want food and other necessaries at
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home ? CaH'uis, the woulthicst of tlie Athenians, does nolli-


ing to relieve either him or his wife and ehildren in their


poverty, tlioug-h he is his own cousin, and has made use of


him in many cases, and often reaped advantage by his in-


terest with you." But Callias, perceiving tlie judges were


moved more particularly by this, and were exasperated


against him, called in Aristides, requiring him to testify


that when he frequently offered him divers presents, and


entreated him to accept tliem, he had refused, answeruig,


that it became him better to be proud of his poverty than


Callias of his wealth ; since there are many to be seen that


make a good, or a bad use of riches, but it is difficult, com-


paratively, to meet with one who supports poverty in a


noble spirit ; those only should be ashamed of it who in-


curred it against their wills. On Aristides deposing these


facts in favor of Callias, there was none who heard them,


that went not away desirous rather to be poor like Aris-


tides, than rich as Callias, Thus vEschines, the scholar of


Socrates, writes. But Plato declares, that of all the great


renowned men in the city of Athens, he was the only one


worthy of consideration ; for Theraistocles, Cimon, and Peri-


cles filled the city with porticoes, treasure, and many
other vain things, but Aristides guided his public life by


the rule of justice. He showed his moderation very plainly


in his conduct towards Themistocles himself. For though


Themistocles had been his adversary in all his undertak-


ings, and was the cause of his banishment, yet when he


afforded a similar opportunity of revenge, being accused


to the city, Aristides bore him no malice ; but while Alc-


mseon, Cimon, and many others were prosecuting and im-


peaching him, Aristides alone neither did nor said any ill


against him, and no more triumphed over his enemy in his


adversity, than he had envied him his prosperity.


Some say Aristides died in Pontus, during a voyage upon
the affairs of the public. Others that he died of old age at


Athens bemg in great honor and veneration amongst hi^


16
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fellow-citizens. But Craterns, the Macedonian, relates his


death as follows. After the banishment of Themistocles,-


he says, the people growing insolent, there sprung up a


number of false and frivolous accusers, impeaching the


best and most influential men and exposing them to the


envy of the multitude, whom their good fortune and power


had filled with self-conceit. Amongst these, Aristides was
condemned of bribery upon the accusation of Diophantus


of Amphi trope, for taking money from the lonians when
he was collector of the tribute ; and being unable to pay


the fine, which was fifty minse, sailed to Ionia, and died


there. But of this Craterus brings no written proof, neither


the sentence of his condeuniation, nor the decree of the


people; though in general it is tolerably usual with him
to set down such things and to cite his authors. Almost
all others who have spoken of the misdeeds of the people


towards their generals, collect them all together, and tell


us of the banishment of Themistocles, Miltiades's bonds,


Pericles's fine, and the death of Paches in the judgment-


hall, who, upon receiving sentence, killed himself on the


hustmgs, with many things of the like nature. They add


the banishment of Aristides ; but of this his condemnation,


they make no mention.


Moreover, his monument is to be seen at Phalerum, which


they say was built him by the city, he not having left


enough even to defray funeral charges. And it is stated,


that his two daughters were publicly married out of the


prytaneum, or state-house, by the city, which decreed each


c>f them three thousand drachmas for her portion ; and that


upon his son Lysimachus the people bestowed a hundred


minas of money, and as many acres of planted laud, and
ordered him besides, upon the motion of Alcibiades, four


drachmas a day. Furthermore, Lysimachus leaving a


daughter, named Polycrite, as Callisthenes says, the people


voted her, also, the same allowance for food with those


that obtahied the victory in the Olympic Games. But
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Demetrius the Phalerian, iriui-ouyinus tlic liliodiiui, Aris-


toxenus the musician, and aVristollc (if tlie Treatise of


iN'obility is to he reckoned among the genuine pieces of


Aristotle) say tliat Myrto, Aristides's granddaughter, lived


with Socrates the philosopher, who indeed had another


wife, but took her into his house, being a widow, by reason


of her indigence, and want of the necessaries of life. But
Panaitius sufficiently confutes tliis in his books coiujerning


Socrates. Demetrius the Phalerian, in his Soorales, says,


he knew one Lysimachus, son to tlie daughter of Aristides,


extremely poor, who used to sit near what is called the


laccheura, and sustained himself by a tabic for interpreting


dreams; and that, upon his proposal and representations,


a decree was passed by the people, to give the mother and


aunt of this man half a drachma a day. The same Deme-
trius, when he was legislating himself, decreed each of


these women a drachma pe)- diem. And it is not to be


wondered at, that the people of Athens should take such


care of people living in the city, since hearing the grand-


daughter of Aristogiton was in a low condition in the isle


of Lemnos, and so poor nobody would marry her, they


brought her back to Athens, and marrying her to a man
of good birth, gave a farm at Potamus as her marriage-


portion ; and of similar humanity and bounty the city of


Athens, even in our age, has given numerous proofs, and u
justly admired and respected iu consequence.
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MARCUS CATO.


Makcus Cato, we are told, was born at Tusculum, thougt


(till he betook himself to civil and military affairs) he lived


and was bred up in the country of the Sabines, where his


father's estate lay. His ancestors seeming almost entirely


unknown, he himself praises his father Marcus, as a


worthy man and a brave soldier, and Cato, his great-grand-


father, too, as one who had often obtained military prizes,


and who, having lost five horses under him, received, on


the account of his valor, the worth of them out of the


public exchequer. Now it being the custom among the


Romans to call those who, having no repute by birth, made
themselves eminent by their own exertions, new men or


upstarts, they called even Cato himself so, and so he con-


fessed himself to be as to any public distinction or employ-


ment, but yet asserted that in the exploits and virtues of


his ancestors he was very ancient. His third name origin-


ally was not Cato, but Priscus, though afterwards he had


the surname of Cato, by reason of his abilities ; for the


Romans call a skilful or experienced man Catus. He
was of a ruddy complexion, and gray-eyed ; as the writer,


who, with no good-will, made the following epigram upon


him, lets us see :


—


Porclus, who snarls at all in every place.


With his gray eyes, and with his fiery face.


Even after death will scarce admitted be


Into the infernal realms by Hecate.


He gained, in early life, a good habit of body by working


with his own hands, and living temperately^ and serving in


war ; and seemed to have an equal proportion both of


health and strength. And he exerted and practised his
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eloquence through all the neighborhood and little villages


;


thinking it as requisite as a second body, and an all but


necessary organ to one who looks forward to something


above a mere humble and inactive life. lie would never


refuse to be counsel for those who needed him, and was,


indeed, early reckoned a good lawyer, and, ere long, a capa-


ble orator.


Plence his solidity and depth of character showed itself


gradually more and more to those with whom he was con-


cerned, and claimed, as it were, employment in great affairs,


and places of public command. Nor did he merely al)stai]i


from taking fees for his counsel and pleading, but did not


even seem to put any high price on the honor which pro-


ceeded from such kind of combats, seeming much more de-


sirous to signalize himself in the camp and in real fights;


and while yet but a youth, had his breast covered with


scars he had received from the enemy : being (as he himself


says) but seventeen years old when he made his first cam-


paign; in the time when Hannibal, in the height of his


success, was burning and pillaging all Italy. In engage-


ments he would strike boldly, without flinching, stand firm


to his ground, fix a bold countenance upon his enemies,


and with a harsh threatening voice accost them, justly


thinking himself and telling others, that such a rugged


kind of behavior sometimes terrifies the enemy more than


the sword itself. In his marches, he bore his own arms on


foot, whilst one servant only followed, to carry the provi-


sion for his table, with whom he is said never to have been


angry or hasty, whilst he made ready his dinner or supper,


but would, for the most part, when he was free from mili-


tary duty, assist and help him himself to dress it. When
he was with the army, he used to drink only water ; un-


less, perhaps, when extremely thirsty, he might mingle it


with a little vinegar, or if he found his strength fail him,


take a little wine.


The little country house of Manius Curius, who had been
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thrice carried in triumph, happened to be near his farm ; so


that often going thither, and contemplating the small com-


pass of the place, and plainness of the dwelling, he formed


an idea of the mind of the person, who being one of the


greatest of the Romans, and having subdued the most war-


like nations, nay, had driven Pyrrhus out of Italy, now,


after three triumphs, was contented to dig in so small a


piece of ground, and live in such a cottage. Here it was
that the ambassadors of the Samnites, finding him boiling


turnips in the chimney corner, offered him a present of


gold ; but he sent them away with this saying ; that he,


who was content with such a supper, had no need of gold


;


and that he thought it more honorable to conquer tliose


who possessed the gold, than to possess the gold itself.


Cato, after reflecting upon these things, used to return, and


reviewing his own farm, his servants, and housekeeping,


increase his labor, and retrench all superfluous expenses.


When Fabius Maximus took Tarentum, Cato, being then


but a youth, was a soldier under him ; and being lodged


with one Nearchus, a Pythagorean, desired to understand


some of his doctrine, and hearing from him the language,


which Plato also uses,—that pleasure is evil's chief bait


;


the body the principal calamity of the soul ; and that those


thoughts which most separate and take it off from the


affections of the body, most enfranchise and purify it ; he


fell in love the more with frugality and temperance. "With


this exception, he is said not to have studied Greek until


when he was pretty old ; and in rhetoric, to have then


profited a little by Thucydides, but more by Demosthenes
;


his writings, however, are considerably embellished with


Greek sayings and stories ; nay, many of these, translated


word for word, are placed with his own apophthegms and


sentences.


There was a man of the highest rank, and very influen-


tial among the Romans, called Valerius Flaccus, who was
singularly skilful hi discerning excellence yet in the bud,
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nnd also much disposed to nourish and advance it. lie, it


seems, had lands bordering upon Cato's: nor could he hut


admire ^^'hcu he understood from his servants tlie manner
of his living, how he labored with his own hands, went on


foot betimes in the morning to the courts to assist those


who wanted his counsel ; how, returning home again, when
it was whitei-, he would throw a loose frock over his


shoulders, and in the summer time would work without


anything on among his domestics, sit down with them,


cat of the same bread, and drink of the same wine. When
they spoke, also, of other good qualities, his fair dealing


and moderation, mentioning also some of his wise sayings,


he ordered, that he should be invited to supper ; and thus


becoming personally assured of his fine temper and hia


superior character which, like a plant, seemed only to re-


quire culture and a better situation, he urged and persuaded


him. to apply himself to state affairs at Rome. Thither,


therefore, he went, and by his pleading soon gained many
friends and admirers ; but, Valerius chiefly assisting his


promotion, he first of all got appointed tribune in the


army, and afterwards was made quaestor, or treasurer.


And now becoming eminent and noted, he passed, with Vale-


rius himself, through the greatest commands, being first his


colleague as consul, and then censor. But among all the


ancient senators, he most attached himself to Fabius Maxi-


mus ; not so much for the honor of his person, and the great-


ness of his power, as that he might have before him his habit


and manner of life, as the best examples to follow ; and so


he did not hesitate to oppose Scipio the Great, who, being


then but a young man, seemed to set himself against the


power of Faliius, and to be envied by him. For being sent


together with him as treasurer, when he saw him, according


to his natural custom, make great expenses, and distribute


among the soldiers without sparing, he freely told him that


the expense in itself was not the greatest thing to be consid-


ered, but that he was corrupting the frugality of the soldiers,
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by giving them the means to abandon themselves to unneces.


sary pleasures and luxuries. Scipio answered, that he had


no need for so accurate a treasurer (bearmg on as he was,


so to say, full sail to the war), and that he owed the people


an account of his actions, and not of the money he spent.


Hereupon Cato returned from Sicily and, together with


Fabius, made loud complaints in the open senate of Scipio's


lavishing unspeakable sums, and childishly loitering away
his time in wrestling matches and comedies, as if he were


not to make war, but holiday ; and thus succeeded in get-


ting some of the tribunes of the people sent to call him
back to Rome, in case the accusations should prove true.


But Scipio demonstrating, as it were, to them, by his


preparations, the commg victory, and, being found merely


to be living pleasantly with his friends, when there was
nothing else to do, but in no respect because of that easi-


ness and liberality at all the more negligent in things of


consequence and moment, without impediment, set sail


toward the war.


Cato grew more and more powerful by his eloquence, so


that he was commonly called the Roman Demosthenes


;


but his manner of life was yet more famous and talked of.


For oratorical skill was, as an accomplishment, commonly
studied and sought after by all young men ; but he was


very rare who would cultivate the old habits of bodily


labor, or prefer a light supper, and a breakfast which never


saw the fire, or be m love with poor clothes and a homely


lodging, or could set his ambition rather on doing without


luxuries than on possessing them. For now the state,


unable to keep its purity by reason of its greatness, and


having so many affairs, and people from all parts under its


government, was fain to admit many mixed customs, and


new examples of living. With reason, therefore, every-


body admired Cato, when they saw others sink under


labors, and grow effeminate by pleasures ; and yet beheld


flim unconquered by either, and that not only when he was
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young and desirous of honor, but also when old and gray-


headed, after a consulship and triumph ; like some famous


victor in the games, persevering in his exercise and main-


taining his character to the very last. He himself says,


that he never wore a suit of clothes which cost more than a


hundred drachmas ; and that, when he was general and


consul, he drank the same wine which his workmen did;


and that the meat or fish which was bought in the meat-


market for his dinner did not cost above thirty asses. All


wdiich was for the sake of the commonwealth, that so his


body might be the hardier for the war. Having a piece


of embroidered Babylonian tapestry left him, he sold it;


because none of his farmhouses were so much as plastered,


Kor did he ever buy a slave for above fifteen hundred


drachmas ; as he did not seek for effeminate and handsome
ones, bat able sturdy workmen, horse-keepers and cow-


herds : and these he thought ought to be sold again, when
they grew old, and no useless servants fed in the house.


In short, he reckoned nothing a good bargain which was
superfluous ; but whatever it was, though sold for a far-


thing, he would think it a great price, if you luid no


need of it ; and w^as for the purchase of lands for sowing


and feeding, rather than grounds for sweeping and


watering.


Some imputed these things to petty avarice, but others


approved of him, as if he had only the more strictly denied


himself for the rectifying and amending of others. Yet
certainly, in my judgment, it marks an over-rigid temper,


for a man to take the work out of his servants as out of


brute beasts, turning them off and selling them in their old


age, and thinking there ought to be no further commerce
between man and man, than whilst there arises some profit


by it. We see that kindness or humanity has a larger


field than bare justice to exercise itself in ; law and justice


we cannot, in the nature of things, employ on others than


men ; but we may extend our goodness and charity even
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to irrational creatures; and such acts flow from a gentle


nature, as vrater from an abundant spring. It is doubtless


the part of a kind-natured man to keep even worn-out


horses and dogs, and not only take care of them when
Ihey are foals and whelps, but also when they are grown
old. The Athenians, when they built their Hecatompedon,


turned those mules loose to feed freely which they had


observed to have done the hardest labor. One of these


(they say) came once of itself to offer its service, and ran


along with, nay, and went before, the teams which drew
the wagons up to the acropolis, as if it would incite and en-


courage them to draw more stoutly ; upon which there


passed a vote, that the creature should be kept at the public


charge even till it died. The graves of Cimon's horses,


which thrice won the Olympian races, are yet to be seen


close by his own monument. Old Xanthippus, too (amongst


many others who buried the dogs they had bred up), en-


tombed his which swam after his galley to Salarais, when
the people fled from Athens, on the top of a cliff, M^hich


they call the Dog's Tomb to this day. Nor are we to use


living creatures like old shoes or dishes, and throw them
way when they are vrorn out or broken with service ; but


if it were for nothing else, but by way of study and practice


in humanity, a man ought always to prehabituate himself


in these things to be of a kind and sweet disposition. As
to myself, I would not so much as sell my draught ox on


the account of his age, much less for a small piece of money
sell a poor old man, and so chase him, as it were, from his


own country, by turning him not only out of the place


where he has lived along while, but also out of the manner
of living he has been accustomed to, and that more especially


when he would be as useless to the buyer as to the seller.


Yet Cato for all this glories that he left that very horse in


Spain, which he used in the wars when he was consul,


only because he would not put the public to the charge of


his freight; Whether these acts ars tn bo ascribed to ths
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greatness or pettiness of bis spirit, let every one arj^ue as


they please.


For his g-eneral temperance, however, and self-control,


he really deserves the highest admiration. For when he


commanded the army, he never took for himself, and those


that belonged to him, above three bushels of wheat for a


month, and somewhat less than a bushel and a half a day


of barley for his baggage- cattle. And when he entered


upon the government of Sardinia, where his predecessors


had been used to require tents, bedding, and clothes upon
the public account, and to charge the state heavily with


the cost of provisions and entertainments for a great train


of servants and friends, the ditierence he showed in his


economy was something incredible. There was nothing of


any sort for which he put the public to expense ; he w^ould


walk without a carriage to visit the cities, with one only


of the common town officers, who carried his dress, and a


cup to offer libation with. Yet though he seemed thus


easy and sparing to all who were under his power, he, on


the other hand, showed most inflexible severity and strict-


ness in what related to public justice, and was rigorous and


precise in what concerned the ordinances of the common,
wealth ; so that the Eoman government never seemed


more terrible, nor yet more mild than under his adminis-


tration.


His very manner of speaking seemed to have such a kind


of idea with it ; for it was courteous, and yet forcible


;


pleasant, yet overwhelming ; facetious, yet austere ; sen-


tentious, and yet vehement : like Socrates, in the descrip-


tion of Plato, who seemed outwardly to those about him to


be but a simple, talkative, blunt fellow ; whilst at the bottom


he was full of such gravity and mattei', as vv^oukl even move
tears, and touch the very hearts of his auditors. And,


therefore, I know not what has persuaded some to say, that


Cato's style was chiefly like that of Lysias. However, let


us leave those to j Lidge of these things, who profess most







252 PLUTABCWS LIVES.


to distinguish between ttie several kinds of oratorical style


in Latin ; whilst we write down some of his memorable


sayings ; being of the opinion that a man's character ap-


pears much more by his words, than, as some think it does,


by his looks.


Being once desirous to dissuade the common people of


Rome from their unseasonable and impetuous clamor for


largesses and distributions of corn, he began thus to ha-


rangue them : " It is a difficult task, O citizens, to make
speeches to the belly, which has no ears." Reproving, also,


their sumptuous habits, he said, it was hard to preserve a


city where a fish sold for more than an ox. He had a say-


ing, also, that the Roman people were like sheep ; for they,


when single, do not obey, but when altogether in a flock,


they follow their leaders :
" So you," said he, " when you


have got together in a body, let yourselves be guided by


those whom singly you would never think of being advised


by." Discoursing of the power of women : " Men," said


he, "usually command women; but we command all men,


and the women command us." But this, indeed, is bor-


rowed from the sayings of Themistocles, who, wlien his son


was making many demands of him by means of the mother,


said, " O woman, the Athenians govern the Greeks ; I govern


the Athenians, but you govern me, and your son governs


you ; so let him use his power sparingly, since, simple as


he is, he can do more than all the Greeks together." An-
other saying of Cato's was, that the Roman people did not


only fix the value of such and such purple dyes, but also


of such and such habits of life :
" For," said he, " as dyers


most of all dye such colors as they see to be most agree-


able, so the young men learn, and zealously affect what is


most popular with you." He also exhorted them, that if


they were grown great by their virtue and temperance,


they should not change for the worse ; but if intemperance


and vice had made them great, they should change for the


better j for by that means they were grown indeed quite
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great enough. He would say, likewise, of men who wanted


to be continually in office, that apparently they did not


know tlieir road ; since they could not do without beadles


to guide them on it. ITe also reproved the citizens for


choosing still the same men as their magistrates :
" For


you will seem," said he, " either not to esteem government


worth much, or to think few worthy to hold it." Speaking,


too, of a certain enemy of his, wlio lived a very base and


discreditable life : " It is considered," he said, " rather as


a curse than a blessing on him, that this fellow's mother


prays that she may leave him behind her." Pointhig at


one who had sold the land which his father had left him,


and which lay near the seaside, he pretended to express


his wonder at his being stronger even than the sea itself


;


for what it washed away with a great deal of labor, he


with a great deal of ease drank away. When the senate,


with a great deal of splendor, received king Eumenes on


his visit to Rome, and the chief citizens strove who should


be most about him, Cato appeared to. regard him with sus-


picion and apprehension ; and when one that stood by, too,


took occasion to say, that he was a very good prince and a


great lover of the Romans :
" It may be so," said Cato


;


" but by nature this same animal of a king is a kind of man-
eater ; " nor, indeed, were there ever kings who deserved


to be compared with Epaminoudas, Pericles, Themistocles,


Manius Curius, or Hamilcar, surnamed Barcas. He used


to say, too, that his enemies envied him, because he had to


get up every day before light, and neglect his own business


to follow that of the public. He would also tell you that


he had rather be deprived of the reward for doing well,


than not to suffer the punishment for doing ill ; and that


he could pardon all offenders but himself.


The Romans having sent three ambassadors to Bithynia,


of whom one was gouty, another had his skull trepanned,


and the other seemed little better than a fool, Cato, laughing,


gave out, that the Romans had sent an embassy which had
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neither feet, head, nor heart. His interest being entreated hy


Scipio, on account of Polybius, for the Achaean exiles, and


there happening to be a great discussion in the senate about


it, some being for, and some against their return, Cato, stand-


ing up, thus delivered himself :
" Here do we sit all day long,


as if we had nothing to do, but beat our brains whether these


old Greeks should be carried to their graves by the bearers


here, or by those in Achsea." The senate voting their return,


it seems that a few days after, Polybius's friends further


wished that it should be furthermoved in the senate, that the


said banished persons should receive again the honors which


they first had in Achsea ; and to this purjDOse they sounded


Cato for his opinion ; but he, smiling, answered, that Po-


lybius, Ulysses like, having escaped out of the Cyclops' den,


wanted, it would seem, to go back again because he had left


his cap and belt behind him. He used to assert, also, that


wise men profited more by fools, than fools by wise men ; for


that wise men avoided the faults of fools, but that fools would


not imitate the good examples of wise men. He would pro-


fess, too, that he was more taken with young men that


blushed, than with those who looked j)ale ; and that he never


desired to have a soldier that moved his hands too much in


marching, and his feet too much in fighting ; or snored


louder than he shouted. Ridiculing a fat, overgrown man


:


" What use," said he, " can the state turn a man's body to,


^^hen all between the throat and groin is taken up by the


belly ? " When one who was much given to pleasures de-


sired his acquaintance, begging his pardon, he said he could


not live with a man whose palate was of a quicker sense


than his heart. He would likewise say, that the soul of a


lover lived in the body of another : and that in his whole


life, he most repented of three things ; one was, that he had
trusted a secret to a woman ; another that he went by
water when he might have gone by land ; the third, that he


had remained one whole day without doing any business of


moment. Applying himself to an old man who was com-
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milting some vice : "Friend," said he, "old age has of it-


self blemishes enough ; do not you add to it the deformity


of vice." Speaking to a tribune, who was reputed a prisoner,


and was very violent for the bringing in of a bill, in order


to make a certain law : " Young man," cried he, " I know
not which would be better, to drink wliat you mix, or con-


firm what you v/ould put up for a law." Being reviled by


a fellow who lived a profligate and wicked life: "Aeon-
test," replied ho, " is unequal between you and me : for you


can hear ill words easily, and can as easily give them: but it


is unpleasant to me to give such, and unusual to liear them."


Such was his manner of expressing himself in his memo-
rable sayings.


Being chosen consul, with his friend and familiar Valerius


Flaccus, the government of that part of Spain which the


Komans called the Hither Spain, fell to his lot. Here, as


he was engaged in reducing some of the tribes by force,


and bringing over others by good words, a large army of bar-


barians fell upon him, so that there was danger of being


disgracefully forced out again. He therefore called upon
his neighbors, the Celtiberians, for help ; and on their


demanding two hundred talents for their assistance every-


body else thought it intolerable, that even the Romans
should promise barbarians a reward for their aid ; but Cato


said, there was no discredit or harm in it ; for, if they


overcame, they would pay them out of the enemy's purse,


and not out of their own ; but if they were overcome, there


would be nobody left either to demand the reward or to


pay it. However, he won that battle completely, and after


that, all his other affairs succeeded splendidly. Polybius


says, that by his command, the walls of all the cities on
this side the river Bfetis were in one day's time demolished,


and yet there were a great many of them full of brave and
warlike men. Cato himself says, that he took more cities


than he stayed days in Spain. Neither is this a mere
rliodomontade, if it be true that the number was four
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hundred. And though the soldiers themselves had got


much in the fights, yet he distributed a pound of silver to


every man of them, saying, it was better that many of the


Romans should return home with silver, rather than a few


with gold. For himself, he affirms, that of all the things


that were taken, nothing came to him beyond what he ate


and drank. " Neither do I find fault," continued he, " with


those that seek to profit by these spoils, but I had rather


comi)ete m valor with the best, than in wealth with the


richest, or with the most covetous in love of money." Nor
did he merely keep himself clear from taking anything,


but even all those who more immediately belonged to him.


He had five servants with him in the army ; one of whom
called Paccus, bought three boys, out of those who were


taken captive; which Cato coming to understand, the


man, rather than venture into his presence, hanged himself.


Cato sold the boys, and carried the price he got for them
into the public exchequer.


Scipio the Great, being his enemy, and desiring, whilst


he was carrying all things so successfully, to obstruct him,


and take the affairs of Spain into his own hands, succeeded


in getting himself appointed his successor in the govern-


ment, and, making all possible haste, put a term to Cato's


authority. But he, taking with him a convoy of five


cohorts of foot, and five hundred horse to attend him
home, overthrew by the way the Lacetanians, and taking


from them six hundred deserters, caused them all to be


beheaded ; upon which Scipio seemed to be in indignation,


but Cato, in mock disparagement of himself, said, " Rome
would become great indeed, if the most honorable and great


men would not yield up the first place of vdlor to those


who were more obscure, and when the}^ who were of the


commonalty (as he himself was) would contend in valor


with those who were most eminent in birtli and honor."


The senate having voted to change nothing of what had


been establlslv,d by Cato,- the governm'SJvt. passed away wu-
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der Scipio to no manner of purpose, in idlen(3ss and doing


nothing ; and so diminished his credit much more than


Cato's. Nor did Cato, who now received a triumph, remit


after this and slacken the reins of virtue, as many do, who
strive not so nmch for virtue's sake, as for vainglory, and


having attained the highest honors, as the consulship and


triumphs, pass the rest of their life in pleasure and idleness,


and quit all public affairs. But he, like those who are just


entered upon public life for the first time, and thirst after


gaining honor and glor}' in some new office, strained him-


self, as if he were but just setting out; and offering still


publicly his service to his friends and citizens, would give


up neither his pleadings nor his soldiery.


He accompanied and assisted Tiberius Serapronius, as his


lieutenant, when he went into Thrace and to the Danube


;


and, in the quality of tribune, went with Manius Acilius


into Greece, against Antiochus the Great, who, after Hanni-


bal, more than any one struck terror into the Romans.


For having reduced once more under a single command
almost the whole of Asia, all, namely, that Seleucus Kicator


had possessed, and having brought into obedience many
warlike nations of the barbarians, he longed to fall upon
the Romans, as if they only were now worthy to fight with


him. So across he came with his forces, pretending, as a


specious cause of the war, that it was to free the Greeks,


who had indeed no need of it, they having been but newly


delivered from the power of king Philip and the Macedo-


nians, and made independent, with the free use of their own
laws, by the goodness of the Romans themselves : so that


all Greece was in commotion and excitement, having been


corrupted by the hopes of royal aid which the popular


leaders in their cities put them into. Manius, therefore,


sent ambassadors to the different cities ; and Titus Flamin-


ius (as is written in the account of him) suppressed and


quieted most of the attempts of the innovators, without any
trouble. Cato brousrht over the CorinthianB, those of Pa-


17
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tree and ^gium, and spent a good deal of time at Athens.


There is also an oration of his said to he extant which he


spoke in Greek to the people ; in which he expressed his


admiration of the virtue of the ancient Athenians, and


signified that he came with a great deal of pleasure to be a


spectator of the beauty and greatness of their city. But


this is a fiction ; for he spoke to the Athenians by an in-


terpreter, though he was able to have spoken himself ; but


he wished to observe the usage of his own country, and


laughed at those who admired nothing but what was in


Greek, Jesting upon Postumius Albinus, who had written


an historical work in Greek, and requested that allowances


might be made for his attempt, he said, that allowance in-


deed might be made, if he had done it under the express


compulsion of an Amphictyonio decree. The Athenians, he


says, admired the quickness and vehemence of his speech


;


for an interpreter would be very long in repeating what he


expressed with a great deal of brevity ; but on the whole


he professed to believe, that the words of the Greeks came
only from their lips, whilst those of the Romans came from


their hearts.


Now Antiochus, having occupied with his army the


narrow passages about Thermopylae, and added palisades


and walls to the natural fortifications of the place, sat down
there, thinking he had done enough to divert the war ; and


the Romans, indeed, seemed wholly to despair of forcing


the passage ; but Cato, calling to mind the compass and


circuit which the Persians had formerly made to come at


this place, went forth in the night, taking along with him
part of the army. Whilst they were climbing up, the


guide, who was a prisoner, missed the way, and wandering


up and down by impracticable and precipitous paths, filled


the soldiers with fear and despondency. Cato, perceiving


the danger, commanded all the rest to halt, and stay where
they were, whilst he himself, taking along with him one


Lucius Manlius, a most expert man at climbing mountains,
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went forward with a great deal of labor and danger, in the


dark night, and without the least moonshine, among tlie


wild olive-trees and steep ci'aggy rocks, there being noth-


ing but precipices and darkness before their eyes, till they


struck into a little pass which they thouglit might lead


down into the enemy's camp. There they put up marks


upon some conspicuous peaks which surmount the hill


called Callidromon, and, returning again, they led the army
along with them to tlie said marks, till they got into their


little path again, and there once made a halt ; but when
they began to go further, the path deserted them at a


precipice, where they were in another strait and fear ; nor


did they perceive that they were all this while near the


enemy. And now the day began to give some light, Avhen


they seemed to hear a noise, and presently after to see


the Greek trenches and the guard at the foot of the rock.


Here, therefore, Cato halted his forces, and commanded
the troops from Firmum only, without the rest, to stick by
him, as he had always found them faithful and ready. And
when they came up and formed around him in close order,


he thus spoke to them :
" I desire," he said, " to take one


of the enemy alive, that so I may understand what men
these are who guard the passage ; their number ; and with


what discipline, order, and preparation they expect us ; but


this feat," continued he, " must be an act of a great deal of


quickness and boldness, such as that of lions, when they


dart upon some timorous animal." Cato had no sooner thus


expressed himself, but the Firmans forthwith rushed down
the mountain, just as they were, upon the guard, and, fall-


ing unexpectedly upon them, affrighted and dispersed them
all. One armed man they took, and brought to Cato, who
quickly learned from him, that the rest of the forces lay in


the narrow passage about the king ; that those who kept


the tops of the rocks were six hundred choice ^tolians.


Cato, therefore, despising the smallness of their number and
carelessness, forthwith drawing his sword, fell upon them
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with a great noise of trumpets and shouting. The enemy,


perceiving them thus tumbling, as it were, upon them from


the precipices, flew to the main body, and put all things


into disorder there.


In the mean time, whilst Manius was forcing the works


below, and pouring the thickest of his forces into the nar-


row passages, Antiochus was hit in the mouth with a stone,


so that his teeth being beaten out by it, he felt such exces-


sive pain, that he was fain to turn away with his horse


;


nor did any part of his army stand the shock of the Ro-


mans. Yet, though there seemed no reasonable hope of


flight, where all paths were so difScult, and where there


were deep marshes and steep rocks, which looked as if they


were ready to receive those who should stumble, the fugi-


tives, nevertheless, crowding and pressing together in the


narrow passages, destroyed even one another in their terror


of the swords and blows of the enemy. Cato (as it plainly


appears) was never oversparing of his own praises, and


seldom shunned boasting of any exploit ; which quality,


indeed, he seems to have thought the natural ac-corapani-


ment of great actions ; and with these particular exploits


he was highly puffed up ; he says, that those who saw him
that day pursuing and slaying the enemies, were ready to


assert, that Cato owed not so much to the public, as the


public did to Cato ; nay, he adds, that Manius the consul,


coming hot from the fight, embraced him for a great while,


when both were all in a sweat ; and then cried out with


joy that neither he himself, no, nor all the people together,


could make him a recompense equal to his actions. After


the fight he was sent to Rome, that he himself might be


the messenger of it : and so, with a favorable wind, he


sailed to Brundusium, and in one day got from thence to


Tarentum ; and having travelled four days more, npoii the


filth, counting from the time of his landing, he arrived at


Rome, and so brought the first news of the victory himself


;


and filled the whole city with joy and sacrifices, and the
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people with the belief, that they were uhle io concpier every


sea and every land.


These are jirctty nearly all the eminent actions of Cato,


relating to military affairs : in civil policy, he was of 0})in-


ion, that one chief duty consisted in accusing and indicting


criminals. He himself prosecuted many, and he would also


assist others who prosecuted them, nay, would even pro-


cure such, as he did the Petilii against Scipio ; but not


being able to destroy him, by reason of the nobleness of


his family, and the real greatness of his mind, which en-


abled him to trample all calumnies underfoot, Cato at last


would meddle no more with him
;
yet joining with the


accusers against Scipio's brother Lucius, he succeeded in


obtaining a sentence against him, which condemned him
to the payment of a large sum of money to the state ; and


being insolvent, and in danger of being thrown into jail,


he was, by the interposition of the tribunes of the people,


with much ado dismissed. It is also said of Cato, that


when he met a certain youth, who had effected tlie dis-


grace of one of his father's enemies, walking in the market-


place, he shook him by the hand, telling him, that this


was what we ought to sacrifice to our dead parents—not


lambs and goats, but the tears and condemnations of their


adversaries. But neither did he himself escape with im-


punity in his management of affairs ; for if he gave his


enemies but the least hold, he was still in danger, and


exposed to be brought to justice. He is reported to have


escaped at least fifty indictments ; and one above the rest


which was the last, when he was eighty-six years old,


about which time he uttered the well-known saying, that


it was hard for him who had lived with one generation of


men, to plead now before another. Neither did he make
this the least of his lawsuits ; for, four years after, when he


was fourscore and ten, he accused Servilius Galba : so that


his life and actions extended, we may say, as Xestor's did,


over three ordinary ages of man. For, having had many
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contests, as we have related, with Scipio the Great, about


affairs of state, he continued them down to Scipio the


younger, wlio was the adopted grandson of the former, and


the son of that Paulus, who overthrew Perseus and the


Macedonians.


Ten years after his consulship, Cato stood for the office


of censor, which was indeed the summit of all honor, and


m a manner the highest step in civil affairs ; for besides


all other power, it had also that of an inquisition into every


one's life and manners. For the Romans thought that no


marriage, or rearing of children, nay, no feast or drinking-


bout, ought to be permitted according to every one's appe-


tite or fancy, without being examined and inquired into
;


being indeed of opinion, that a man's character was much
sooner perceived in things of this sort than in what is done


publicly and in open day. They chose, therefore, two per-


sons, one out of the patricians, the other out of the com-


mons, who were to watch, correct, and punish, if any one


ran too much into voluptuousness, or transgressed the


usual manner of life of his country ; and these they called


Censors. They had power to take away a horse, or expel


out of the senate any one who lived intemperately and out


of order. It was also their business to take an estimate of


what every one was worth, and to put down in registers


everybody's birth and quality ; besides many other prerog-


atives. And therefore the chief nobility opposed his pre-


tensions to it. Jealousy prompted the patricians, who
thought that it would be a stain to everybody's nobility, if


men of no original honor should rise to the highest dignity


and power ; while others, conscious of their own evil prac-


tices, and of the violation of the laws and customs of their


country, were afraid of the austerity of the man ; which, in


an office of such great power, was likely to prove most un-


compromising and severe. And so, consulting among
themselves, they brought forward seven candidates in op-


position to him, who sedulously set themselves to court the
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people's favor by fiiir promises, as tlu)u<^h what they wished


for was indulgent and easy government. Cato, on the eon-


trary, promising no such mildness, but plainly threatening


evil livers, from the very hustings oi)enly declared himself,


and exclaiming, that the city needed a great and thoi'ough


purgation, called upon the people, if they were wise, not to


choose the gentlest, but the roughest of physicians ; such a


one, he said, he was, and Valerius Flaccus, one of the pa-


tricians, another ; together with him, he doubted not but he


should do something worth the while, and that, by cutting


to pieces and burning like a hydra, all luxury and volu[)-


tuousness. He added, too, that he saw all the rest endeavor-


ing after the office with ill intent, because they were afraid


of those who would exercise it justly, as they ought. And
so truly great and so worthy of great men to be its leaders


was, it would seem, the Roman people, that they did not


fear the severity and grim countenance of Cato, but reject-


ing those smooth promisers who were ready to do all things


to ingratiate themselves, they took him, together with


Flaccus ; obeying his recommendations not as though he


were a candidate, but as if he had had the actual power of


commanding and governing already.


Cato named, as chief of the senate, his friend and col-


league Lucius Valerius Flaccus, and expelled, among many
others, Lucius Quintius, who had been consul seven years


before, and (which was greater honor to him than the con-


sulship) brother to that Titus Flamininus, who overthrew


king Philip. The reason he had for his expulsion was
this. Lucius, it seems, took along with him in all his


commands, a youth, whom he had kept as his companion


from the flower of his age, and to whom he gave as much
power and respect as to the chiefest of his friends and


relations.


Now it happened that Lucius being consular governor of


one of the provinces, the youth setting himself down by


him, as he used to do, among other flatteries with which
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he played upon him, when he was in his cups, told him ha


loved him so dearly that, " though there was a show of


gladiators to be seen at Rome, and I," he said, " had never


beheld one in my life ; and though I, as it were, longed to


see a man killed, yet I made all possible haste to come to


you." Upon this Lucius, returning his fondness, replied,


" Do not be melancholy on that account ; I can remedy
that." Ordering therefore, forthwith, one of those con-


demned to die to be brought to the feast, together with the


headsman and axe, he asked the youth if he wished to see


him executed. The boy answering that he did, Lucius com-


manded the executioner to cut olf his neck ; and this several


historians mention ; and Cicero, indeed, in his dialogue de


Senectute, introduces Cato relating it himself. But Livy


says, that he that was killed was a Gaulish deserter, and


that Lucius did not execute him by the stroke of the exe-


cutioner, but with his own hand ; and that it is so stated


in Cato's speech.


Lucius being thus expelled out of the senate by Cato, his


brother took it very ill, and appealing to the people, desired


that Cato should declare his reasons ; and when he began to


relate this transaction of the feast, Lucius endeavored to


deny it ; but Cato challenging him to a formal investiga-


tion, he fell off and refused it, so that he was then acknowl-


edged to suffer deservedly. Afterwards, however, when
there was some show at the theatre, he passed by the seats


where those who had been consuls used to be placed, and


taking his seat a great way off, excited the compassion of


the common people, who presently with a great noise made
him go forward, and as much as they could, tried to set


right and salve over what had happened. Manilius, also,


who, according to the public expectation, would have been


next consul, he threw out of the senate, because, in the


presence of his daughter, and in open day, he had kissed


his wife. He said, that as for himself, his wife never came
into his arms except Avlien there was great thunder ; so
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that it wab for Jest Avitli him, that it was a pleasure for


him, wlien Jupiter tluiudered.


His treatment of JjUciiis, hkewisc the brotlicr of Scipio,


and one who liad been honored witli a triumpli, oceasioned


some odium against Cato ; for lie took his horse from him,


and was thought to do it with a design of putting an affront


on Seipio Afrieanus, now dead. But he gave most general


annoyance, by retrenching people's luxury ; for though


(most of the youth being thereby already corrupted) it


seemed almost impossible to take it away with an open


hand and directly, yet, going, as it were, obliquely around,


he caused all dress carriages, women's ornaments, house-


hold furniture, whose price exceeded one thousand five


hundred drachmas, to be rated at ten times as much as


they were worth ; intending by thus making the assess-


ments greater, to increase the taxes paid upon them. He
also ordained that upon every thousand asses of property


of this kind, three should be paid, so that people, burdened


with these extra charges, and seeing others of as good


estates, but more frugal and sparing, payhig less into the


public exchequer, might be tired out of their prodigality.


And thus, on the one side, not only those were disgusted


at Cato, who bore the taxes for the sake of their luxury,


but those, too, who on the other side laid by their luxury


for fear of the taxes. For people in general reckon, that


an order not to display their riches, is equivalent to the


taking away of their riches, because riches are seen much
more in superfluous, than in necessary things. Indeed


this was what excited the wonder of Ariston the phi-


losopher ; that we account those who possess superfluous


things more happy than those who abound with what is


necessary and useful. But when one of his friends asked


Scopas, the rich Thessalian, to give him some article of no


great utility, saying that it was not a thing that he had
any great need or use for himself, " In truth," replied he,


'" it is Just these useless and unnecei?&ary things that mak^
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my wealth and happiness." Thus the desire of riches does


not proceed from a natural passion within us, but arises


rather from vulgar out-of-doors opinion of other people.


Cato, notwithstanding, being little solicitous as to those


who exclaimed against him, increased his austerity. He
caused the pipes, through which some persons brought the


public water into their houses and gardens, to be cut, and


threw down all buildings which jutted out into the common
streets. He beat down also the price in contracts for


public works to the lowest, and raised it in contracts for


farming the taxes to the highest sum ; by which proceed-


ings he drew a great deal of hatred upon himself. Those


who were of Titus Flaraininus's party cancelled m the


senate all the bargains and contracts made by him for the


repairing and carrying on of the sacred and public build-


ings, as unadvantageous to the commonwealth. They in-


cited also the boldest of the tribunes of the people to


accuse him and to fine him two talents. They likeAvise


much opposed him in building the court or basilica, which


he caused to be erected at the common charge, just by the


senate-house, in the market-place, and called by his own
name, the Porciau. However, the people, it seems, liked


his censorship wondrously well ; for, setting up a statue for


him in the temple of the goddess of Health, they put an


inscription under it, not recording his commands in war or


his triumph, but to the effect, that this was Cato the Cen-


sor, who, by his good discipline and wise and temperate


ordinances, reclaimed the Roman commonwealth when it


was declining and sinking down into vice. Before this


honor was done to himself, he used to laugh at those who
loved such kind of things, saying, that the}^ did not see


that they were taking pride in the workmanship of brass-


founders and painters ; whereas the citizens bore about


his best likeness in their breasts. And when any seemed
to wonder, that he should have never a statue, while many
ordinary persons had one, " I would," said be, " much
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rather be asked, why I have not one, than why I have one."


In short, he would not have any honest citizen endure to


be praised, except it might prove advantageous to the com-


monwealth. Yet still he had passed the highest com-


mendation on himself ; for he tells us that those who did


anything wrong, and were found fault with, used to say, it


was not worth while to blame them ; for they were not


Catos. He also adds, that they who awkwardly mimicked


some of his actions, were called left-handed Catos ; and


that the senate in perilous times would cast their eyes on


him, as upon a pilot in a ship, and that often when he was


not present they put off affairs of greatest consequence.


These things are indeed also testified of him by others ; for


he had a great authority in the city, alike for his life, his


eloquence, and his age.


He was also a good father, an excellent husband to his


wife, and an extraordinary economist ; and as he did not


manage his affairs of this kind carelessly, and as things of


little moment, I think I ought to record a little further


whatever was commendable in him m these points. He
married a wife more noble than rich ; being of opinion, that


the rich and the high-born are equally haughty and proud
;


but that those of noble blood would be more ashamed of


base things, and consequently more obedient to their hus-


bands in all that was fit and right. A man who beat his


wife or child, laid violent hands, he said, on what was most


sacred ; and a good husband he reckoned worthy of more
praise than a great senator ; and he admired the ancient


Socrates for nothing so much, as for having lived a tem-


perate and contented life with a wife who was a scold, and
children who were half-witted.


As soon as he had a son born, though he had never such


urgent business upon his hands, unless it were some public


matter, he would be by when his wife washed it, and
dressed it in its swaddling clothes. For she herself suckled


it, nay, she often too gave her breast to her servants'







268 PLUTARCH'S LIVES.


children, to produce, by sucking the same milk, a kind ol


natural love in them to her son. When he began to come


to years of discretion, Cato, himself, would teach him to


read, although he had a servant, a very good grammarian,


called Chilo, who taught many others ; but he thought not


fit, as he himself said, to have his son reprimanded by a


slave, or pulled, it may be, by the ears when found tardy


in his lesson : nor would he have him owe to a servant the


obligation of so great a thing as his learning ; he himself,


therefore (as we were saying), taught him his grammar,


law, and his gymnastic exercises. Nor did he only show


him, too, how to throw a dart, to fight in armor, and to


ride, but to box also and to endure both heat and cold, and


to swim over the most rapid and rough rivers. He says,


likewise, that he wrote histories, in large characters, with


his own hand, that so his son, without stirring out of the


house, might learn to know about his countrymen and fore-


fathers ; nor did he less abstain from speaking anything


obscene before his son, than if it had been in the presence


of the sacred virgins, called vestals. iSTor would he ever


go into the bath with him ; which seems indeed to have


been the common custom of the Romans. Sons-in-law used


to avoid bathing with fathers-in-law, disliking to see one


another naked ; but having, in time, learned of the Greeks


to strip before men, they have since taught the Greeks to


do it even with the women themselves.


Thus, like an excellent work, Cato formed and fashioned


his son to virtue ; nor had he any occasion to find fault


with his readiness and docility ; but as he proved to be of


too weak a constitution for hardships, he did not insist on


requiring of him any very austere way of living. However,


though delicate in health, he proved a stout man in the


field, and behaved himself valiantly when Paulus ^milius


fought against Perseus ; where when his sword was struck


from him by a blow, or rather slipped out of his hand by


reason of its moistness, he so keenly resented it, that he
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turned to some of his friends about him, and taking them


along witli him again, fell upon tlie enemy; and having by


a long fight and much force cleared the place, at length


found it among great heaps of arms, and tlie dead bodies


of friends as well as enemies piled one upon another. Upon
which Paulus, his general, much commended the youth;


and there is a letter of Cato's to his son, which highly


praises his honorable eagerness for the recovery of his


sword. Afterwards he married Tertia, yEmilius Paulus's


daughter, and sister to Scipio ; nor was he admitted into


this family less for his own worth than his father's. So


that Cato's care in his son's education came to a very


fitting result.


He purchased a great many slaves out of the captives


taken in war, but chiefly bought up the young ones,who were


capable to be, as it were, broken and taught like whelps and


colts. None of these ever entered another man's house, ex-


cept sent either by Cato himself or his wife. If any one of


them were asked what Cato did, they answered merely, that


they did not know. When a servant was at home, he was
obliged either to do some work or sleep, for indeed Cato


loved those most who used to lie down often to sleep, ac-


counting them more docile than those who were wakeful,


and more fit for anything when they were refreshed with


a little slumber. Being also of opinion, that the great


cause of the laziness and misbehavior of slaves was their


running after their pleasures, he fixed a certain price for


them to pay for permission amongst themselves, but would
suffer no connections out of the house. At first, when he


was but a poor soldier, he would not be difficult in anything


which related to his eating, but looked upon it as a pitiful


thing to quarrel with a servant for the belly's sake ; but


afterwards, when he grew riclier, and made any feasts for


his friends and colleagues in office, as soon as supper was
over he used to go with a leathern thong and scourge those


who had waited or dressed the meat carelessly. He always
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contrived, too, that his servants should have some difference


one among another, always suspecting and fearing a good


understanding between them. Those who had committed


anything worthy of death, he punished if they Avere found


guilty by the verdict of their fellow-servants. But being


after all much given to the desire of gain, he looked upon


agriculture rather as a pleasure than profit ; resolving,


therefore, to lay out his money in safe and solid things, he


purchased ponds, hot baths, grounds full of fuller's earth,


remunerative lands, pastures, and woods; from all which


he drew large returns, nor could Jupiter himself, he used to


say, do him much damage. He vvas also given to the form


of usury, which is considered most odious, in traffic by sea;


and that thus :—he desired that those whom he put out his


money to should have many partners ; when the number
of them and their ships came to be fifty, he himself took


one share through Quintio his freedman, who therefore was
to sail with the adventurers, and take a part in all their


proceedings ; so that thus there was no danger of losing his


whole stock, but only a little part, and that with a prospect


of great profit. He likewise lent money to those of his


slaves who wished to borrow, with which they bought also


other young ones, whom, when they had taught and bred


up at his charges, they would sell again at the year's end


;


but some of them Cato would keep for himself, giving just


as much for them as another had offered. To incline his


son to be of his kind or temper, he used to tell him, that it


was not like a man, but rather like a widow woman, to


lessen an estate. But the strongest indication of Cato's


avaricious humor was when he took the boldness to affirm,


that he was a most wonderful, nay, a godlike man, who
left more behind him than he had received.


He was now grown old, when Carneades the Academic,


and Diogenes the Stoic, came as deputies from Athens to


Rome, praying for release from a penalty of five hundred


talents laid on the Athenians, in a suit, to which they did
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not appear, in which the Oropiaiis were plahitifc's, and


Sicyoniaiis judges. vVll the most studious youth inunedi-


ately waited on tliese philosophers, and frequently, with


admiration, heai'd them speak. But the gracefulness of


Carneades's oratory, whose ability was really greatest, and


his reputation equal to it, gathered large and favorable


audiences, and ere long filled, like a wind, all the city with


the sound of it. So that it soon began to be told, that a


Greek, famous even to admiration, winning and carrying


all before him, had impressed so strange a love upon the


young men, that quitting all their pleasures and pastimes,


they ran mad, as it were, after philosophy ; which indeed


much pleased the Romans in general ; nor could they but


with much pleasure see the youth receive so welcomely


the Greek literature, and frequent the company of learned


men. But Cato, on the other side, seeing the passion for


words flowing into the city, from the beginning, took it


ill, fearing lest the youth should be diverted that way, and


so should prefer the glory of speaking v.-ell before that of


arms, and doing well. And when the fame of the philoso-


phers increased in the city, and Caius Acilius, a person of


distinction, at his own request, became their interpreter to


the senate at their first audience, Cato resolved, under


some specious pretence, to have all philosophers cleared


out of the city ; and, coming, into the senate, blamed the


magistrates for letting these deputies stay so long a time


without being despatched, though they were persons that


could easily persuade the people to what they pleased ; that


therefore in all haste something should be determined


about their petition, that so they might go home again to


their own schools, and declaim to the Greek children, and


leave the Roman youth, to be obedient, as hitherto, to their


own law^s and governors.


Yet he did this not out of any anger, as some think, to


Carneades; but because he wholly despised philosophy,


and out of a kind of pride, sooffed at the Greek fStudies and
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literature; as, for example, he would say, that Socrates


was a prating seditious fellow, who did his best to tyran-


nize over his country, to undermine the ancient customs,


and to entice and withdraw the citizens to opinions con-


trary to the laws. Ridiculing the school of Isocrates, he


would add, that his scholars grew old men before they had


done learning with him, as if they were to use their art


and plead causes in the court of Minos in the next world.


And to frighten his son from anything that was Greek, in


a more vehement tone than became one of his age, he pro-


nounced, as it were, with the voice of an oracle, that the


Romans would certainly be destroyed when they began once


to be infected with Greek literature ; though time indeed


has shown the vanity of this his prophecy ; as, in truth,


the city of Rome has risen to its highest fortune, while


entertaining Grecian learning. Nor had he an aversion


only against the Greek philosophers, but the physicians


also ; for having, it seems, heard how Hippocrates, when
the king of Persia sent for him, with offers of a fee of


several talents, said, that he would never assist barbarians


who were enemies to the Greeks ; he afiirmed, that this


was now become a common oath taken by all physicians,


and enjoined his son to have a care and avoid them ; for


that he himself had written a little book of prescriptions


for curing those who were sick in his family ; he never


enjoined fasting to any one, but ordered them either vege-


tables, or the meat of a duck, pigeon, or leveret ; such kind


of diet being of light digestion, and fit for sick folks, only


it made those who ate it dream a little too much ; and by


the use of this kind of physic, he said, he not only made
himself and those about him well, but kept them so.


However, for this his presumption, he seemed not to have


escaped unpunished ; for he lost both his wife and his son
;


though he himself, being of a strong, robust constitution,


held out longer ; so that he would often, even in liis old


days, address himself to women, and when he was past a
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lover's age, married a young woman, njion the following"


pretence: Having lost his own wife, he married his son to


the daughter of Paulus iEmilius, who was sister to Scipio
;


so that being now a widower himself, ho had a young girl


wdio came privately to visit liim, but the house being very


small, and a daughter-in-law also in it, this practice was


quickly discovered ; for the young woman seeming once


to pass through it a little too boldly, the youth, his son,


though he said nothing, seemed to look somewhat indig-


nantly upon her. The old man perceiving and under-


standing that what he did was disliked, without finding


any fault or saying a word, went away as his custom was,


with his usual companions to the market : and among the


rest, he called aloud to one Salonius, who had been a clerk


under him, and asked him, whether he had married his


daughter? He answered, no, nor would he, till he had


consulted him. Said Cato, " Then I have found out a fit son-


in-law for you, if he should not displease by reason of his


age ; for in all other points there is no fault to be found in


him ; but he is indeed, as I said, extremely old." However,


Salonius desired him to undertake the business, and to


give the young girl to whom he pleased, she being a


humble servant of his, who stood in need of his care and
patronage. Upon this Cato, without any more ado, told


him he desired to have the damsel himself. These words,


as may well be imagined, at first astonished the man,


conceiving that Cato was as far off from marrying, as he


from a likelihood of being allied to the family of one who
had been consul, and had triumphed; but perceiving him
in earnest, he consented willingly ; and going onwards to


the forum, they quickly completed the bargain.


Whilst the marriage was in hand, Cato's son, taking some
of his friends along with him, went and asked his father if


it were for any offence he brought in a stepmother upon
him ? But Cato cried out, " Far from it, my son, I have


no fault to find with you or anything of yours; only I


18
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desire to have many children, and to leave the common,
wealth more such citizens as you are." Pisistratus, the


tyrant of Athens, made, they say, this answer to his sons,


when they were grown men, when he married his second


wife, Timouassa of Argos, by whom he had, it is said,


lophon and Thessalus. Cato had a son by this second


wife, to whom, from his mother, he gave the surname of


Salonius. In the mean time, his eldest died in his praetor-


ship ; of whom Cato often makes mention in his books, as


having been a good man. He is said, however, to have


borne the loss moderately, and like a philosopher, and


was nothing the more remiss in attending to affairs of state


;


so that he did not, as Lucius Lucullus and Metellus Pius


did, grov/ languid in his old age, as though public business


were a duty once to be discharged, and then quitted ; nor


did he, like Scipio Africanus, because envy had struck at


his glory, turn from the public, and change and pass


away the rest of his life without doing anything; but as


one persuaded Dionysius, that the most honorable tomb
he could have would be to die in the exercise of his


dominion ; so Cato thought that old age to be the most


honorable which was busied in public affairs ; though he


would, now and then, when he had leisure, recreate himself


with husbandry and writing.


And, indeed, he composed various books and histories;


and in his youth, he addicted himself to agriculture for


profit's sake ; for he used to say, he had but two ways of


getting—agriculture and parsimony ; and now, in his old


age, the first of these gave him both occupation and a sub-


ject of study. He wrote one book on country matters, in


which he treated ^particularly even of making cakes and


preserving fruit ; it being his ambition to be curious and
singular in all things. His suppers, at his country-house,


used also to be plentiful ; he daily invited his friends and


neighbors about him, and passed the time merrily with


them ; so that his company was not only agreeable to thos?
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of the same age, but even to younger men ; foi- he had had


experience in many things, and had been concerned ir^.


much, both by word and deed, that was worth the hearing.


He looked upon a good table, as the best place for making


friends ; where the commendations of brave and good citi-


zens were usually introduced, and little said of base and


unworthy ones; as Cato would not give leave in his com-


pany to liavG anything, either good or ill, said about tlicin.


Some Avill have the overthrow of Carthage to have been


one of his last acts of state ; when, indeed, Scipio the


younger did by his valor give it the last blow, but the wai',


chiefly by the counsel and advice of Cato, was undertaken


on the following occasion. Cato was sent to the Cartha-


ginians and Masinissa, king of Numidia, who were at war


with one another, to know the cause of their difference.


He, it seems, had been a friend of the Romans from the


beginning ; and they, too, since they were conquered by
Scipio, were of the Roman confederacy, having been shorn of


their power by loss of territory and a heavy tax. Finding


Carthage, not (as the Romans thought) low and in an ill


condition, but well manned, full of riches and all sorts of


arras and ammunition, and perceiving the Carthaginians


carry it high, he conceived that it was not a time for the


Romans to adjust affairs between them and Masinissa ; but


rather that they themselves would fall into danger, unless


they should find means to check this rapid new growth of


Rome's ancient irreconcilable enemy. Therefore, returning


quickly to Rome, he acquainted the senate, that the former


defeats and blows given to the Carthaginians had not so


much diminished their strength, as it had abated their


imprudence and folly ; that they were not become weaker,


but more experienced in war, and did only skirmish with


the Numidians, to exercise themselves the better to cop©


with the Romans : that the peace and league they had made
was but a kind of suspension of war which awaited a fairei


opportunity to break out again.







276 PLUTARCWS LIVES.


Moreover, they say that, shaking his gown, he took oc-


casion to let drop some African figs before the senate. And
on their admiring the size and beauty of tliem, he presently


added, that the place that bore them was but three days'


sail from Rome. Nay, he never after this gave his opinion,


but at the end he would be sure to come out with this sen-


tence, " Also, Cakthage, methiKks, ought utteely to be


DESTROYED." But PubHus Scipio Nasica would always de-


clare his opinion to the contrary, in these words, " It seems


requisite to me that Carthage should still stand." For see-


ing his countrymen to be grown wanton and insolent, and


the people made, by their prosperity^ obstinate and dis-


obedient to tlie senate, and drawing the whole city, whither


they would, after them, he would have bad the fear of Car-


thage to serve as a bit to hold the contumacy of the multi-


tude ; and he looked upon the Carthaginians as too weak
to overcome the Romans, and too great to be despised by
them. On the other side, it seemed a perilous thing to


Cato, that a city which had been always great, and was
now grown sober and wise, by reason of its former calami-


ties, should still lie, as it were, in wait for the folUes and


dangerous excesses of the over-powerful Roman people


;


so that he thought it the wisest course to have all outward


dangers removed, when they had so many inward ones


among themselves.


Thus Cato, they say, stirred up the third and last war
against the Carthaginians : but no sooner was the said war


begun, than he died, prophesying of the person that should


put an end to it, who was then only a young man ; but,


being tribune in the army, he in several fights gave proof


of his courage and conduct. The news of which being


brought to Cato's ears at Rome, he thus expressed hiiu-


self :—
The only wise man of them all is he.


The others e'en as shadows flit and flee.


This prophecy Scipio soon confirmed by his actiofts.
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Cato left IK) poslcrity, except one son Ly his second wife,


who was nunied, as we said, Cato Saloiiiiis ; and a grand,


son by his eldest son, who died. Cato Salonius died when
he was prsetor, but his son Marcus was afterwards consul,


and he was grandfather of Cato the philosopher, who for


virtne and renown was one of the most eminent personages


of his time.


COMPARISON OF ARISTIDES WITH MARCUS
CATO.


Having mentioned the most memorable actions of these


great men, if we now compare the whole life of the one


with that of the other, it will not be easy to discern the


difference between them, lost as it is amongst such a num-
ber of circumstances in wdiich they resemble each other.


If, however, we examine them in detail, as we might some


piece of poetry, or some picture, we shall find this common
to them both, that they advanced themselves to great


honor and dignity in the commonwealth, by no other


means than their own virtue and industry. But it seems


when Aristides appeared, Athens was not at its height of


grandeur and plenty, the chief magistrates and ofiQcers of


his time being men only of moderate and equal fortunes


among themselves. The estimate of the greatest estates


then was five hundred medimns ; that of the second, or


knights, three hundred; of the third and last called Zeu-


gitse, two hundred. But Cato, out of a petty village from


a country life, leaped into the commonwealth, as it were


into a vast ocean ; at a time when there were no such gov-


ernors as the Curii, Fabricii, and Hostilii. Poor laboring


men were not then advanced from the plough and spade to


be governors and magistrates ; but greatness of family,


tiches, profuse gifts, distributions, and personal application
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were what the city looked to ; keeping a high hand, and,


in a manner, insulting over those that courted preferment.


It was not as great a matter to have Themistocles for an


adversary, a person of mean extraction and small fortune


(for he was not worth, it is said, more than four or five


talents when he first applied himself to public affairs), as


to contest with a Scipio Africanus, a Servius Galba, and a


Quintius Flamininus, having no other aid hut a tongue


free to assert right.


Besides, Aristides at Marathon, and again at Plataea, was
but one commander out of ten ; whereas Cato was chosen


consul with a single colleague, having many competitors, and


with a single colleague, also, was preferred before seven most


noble and eminent pretenders to be censor. But Aristides


was never principal in any action; for Miltiades carried


the day at Marathon, at Salamis, Themistocles, and at


Platoea, Herodotus tells us, Pausanias got the glory of that


noble victory : and men like Sophanes, and Amiuias, Calli-


machus, and Cynssgyrus, behaved themselves so well in all


those engagements, as to contest it with Aristides even for


the second place. But Cato not only in his consulship was
esteemed the chief in courage and conduct in the Spanish


war, but even whilst he was only serving as tribune at


Thermopylae, under another's command, he gained the


glory of the victory, for having, as it were, opened a wide


gate for the Romans to rush in upon Antiochus, and for


having brought the war on his back, whilst he only minded
what was before his face. For that victory, which was
beyond dispute all Cato's own work, cleared Asia out of


Greece, and by that means made way afterwards for Scipio


into Asia. Both of them, indeed, were always victorious in


war ; but at home Aristides stumbled, being banished and


oppressed by the faction of Themistocles
;
yet Cato, not-


withstanding he had almost all the chief and most powerful


of Rome for his adversaries, and wrestled with them even


to his old age, kept still his footing. Engaging also in many
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public suit;?, sometimes plaintiff, somctimos defendant, he


cast the most, and came olt* clear with all ; thanks to his


eloquence, that huhvark and powerful instrument to which


more truly, than to chance or his fortune, he owed it, that


he sustained himself unhurt to the last. Antipater justly


gives it as a high commendation to Aristotle, the philoso-


pher, writing of him after his death, tliat among his other


virtues, he was endowed with a faculty of persuading people


which way he pleased.


Questionless, there is no perfecter endowment in man
than political virtue, and of this Economics is commonly
esteemed not the least part ; for a city, which is a collec-


tion of private households, grows into a stable common-
wealth by the private means of prosperous citizens that


compose it. Lycurgus by prohibiting gold and silver in


Sparta, and making iron, spoiled by the fire, the only


currency, did not by these measures discharge them from


minding their household affairs, but cutting off luxury,


the corruption and tumor of riches, he provided there


should be an abundant supply of all necessary and useful


things for all persons, as much as any other law-maker


ever did ; being more apprehensive of a poor, needy, and


indigent member of a community, than of the rich and


haughty. And in this management of domestic concerns,


Cato was as great as in the government of public affairs


;


for he increased his estate, and became a master to others


in economy and husbandry; upon which subjects he col


lected m his writings many useful observations. On the


contrary Aristides, by his poverty, made justice odious, as


if it were the pest and impoverisher of a family, and


beneficial to all, rather than to those that were endowed
with it. Yet Hesiod urges us alike to just dealing and to


care of our households, and inveighs against idleness as


the origin of injustice; and Homer admirably says ;


—


Work was not dear, nor household cares to me,


Whoso increase rears the thriving family


;
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But well-rigged ships were always my delight,


And wars, and darts, and arrows of the fight


:


as if the same characters carelessly neglected their own es-


tates, and lived by injustice and rapine from others. For


it is not as the physicians say of oil, that outwardly applied,


kt is very wholesome, but taken inwardly detrimental, that


thus a just man provides carefully for others, and is heed-


less of himself and his own affairs ; but in this Aristides's


political virtues seem to be defective ; since, according to


most authors, he took no care to leave his daughters a


portion, or himself enough to defray his funeral charges :


whereas Cato's family produced senators and generals to


the fourth generation ; his grandchildren, and their children,


came to the highest preferments. But Aristides, who was
the principal man of Greece, through extreme poverty re-


duced some of his to get their living by jugglers' tricks,


others, for want, to hold out their hands for public alms
;


leaving none means to perform any noble action, or worthy
his dignity.


Yet why should this needs follow? since poverty is dis-


honorable not in itself, but when it is a proof of laziness,


intemperance, luxury, and carelessness ; whereas in a


person that is temperate, industrious, just, and valiant,


and who uses all his virtues for the public good, it shows a


great and lofty mind. For he has no time for great mat-


ters, who concerns himself with petty ones ; nor can he


relieve many needs of others, who himself has many needs


of his own. What most of all enables a man to serve the


public is not wealth, but content and independence; which,


requiring no superfluity at home, distracts not the mind
from the common good. God alone is entirely exempt


from all want : of human virtues, that which needs least


is the most absolute and most divine. For as a body bred


to a good habit requires nothing exquisite either in clothes


or food, so a sound man and a sound household keep them-


selves up with a small matter. Riches ought to be pro-
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portioned to the use we have of them ; for he that scrapes


together a great deal, making use of but little, is not


independent ; for if he wants them not, it is folly in him to


make provision for things which he does not desire ; or if


he does desire them, and restrains his enjoyment out of


sordidness, he is miserable. I would fain know of Cato


himself, if we seek riches that we may enjoy them, why is


he proud of having a great deal, and being contented with


little ? But if it be noble, as it is, to feed on coarse bread,


and drink the same wine with our hinds, and not to covet


purple, and plastered houses, neither Aristides, nor Epam-
inondas, nor Manias Curius, nor Caius Fabricius wanted


necessaries, who took no pains to get those things whose


use they approved not. For it was not worth the while of


a man who esteemed turnips a most delicate food, and who
boiled them himself, whilst his wife made bread, to brag


so often of a half-penny, and write a book to show how a


man may soonest grow rich ; the very good of being con-


tented with little is because it cuts off at once the desire


and the anxiety for superfluities. Hence Aristides, it is


told, said, on the trial of Callias, that it was for them to


blush at poverty, who were poor against their wills ; they


who like him were willingly so might glory in it. For it


is ridiculous to think Aristides's neediness imputable to


his sloth, who might fairly enough by the spoil of one bar-


barian, or seizing one tent, have become wealthy. But
enough of this.


Cato's expeditions added no great matter to the Roman
empire, which already was so great, as that in a manner it


could receive no addition ; but those of Aristides are the


noblest, most sj)lendid, and distinguished actions the Gre-


cians ever did, the battles at Marathon, Salamis, and


Platsea. Xor indeed is Antiochus, nor the destruction of


the walls of the Spanish towns, to be compared with


Xerxes, and the destruction by sea and land of so many
myriads of enemies ; in all of which noble exploits Aris


«
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tides yielded to none, though he left the glory and the


laurels, like the wealth and money, to those who needed


and thirsted more greedily after them : because he was


superior to those also. I do not blame Cato for perpetually


boasting and preferring himself before all others, though


in one of his orations he says that it is equally absurd


to praise and dispraise one's self: yet he who does not so


much as desire others' praises, seems to me more perfectly


virtuous, than he who is always extolling himself. A mind
free from ambition is a main help to political gentleness


;


ambition, on the contrary, is hard-hearted, and the greatest


fomenter of envy ; from which Aristides was wholly


exempt ; Cato very subject to it. Aristides assisted The-


mistocles in matters of highest importance, and, as his


subordinate oflBcer, in a manner raised Athens : Cato, by
opposing Scipio, almost broke and defeated his expedition


against the Carthaginians, in which he overthrew Hanni-


bal, who till then was even invincible ; and, at last, by
continually raising suspicions and calumnies against him,


he chased him from the city, and inflicted a disgraceful


sentence on his brother for robbing the state.


Finally, that temperance which Cato always highly cried


up, Aristides preserved truly pure and untainted. But


Cato's marriage, unbecoming his dignity and age, is a con-


siderable disparagement, in this respect, to his character.


For it was not decent for him at that age to bring home to


his son and his wife a young woman, the daughter of a


common paid clerk in the public service : but whether it


Avere for his own gratification or out of anger at his son,


both the fact and the pretence were unworthy. For the


reason he pretended to his son was false : for if he desired


to get more as worthy children, he ought to haA^e married


a well-born wife ; not to have contented himself, so long as


it was unnoticed, with a woman to whom he was not


married; and, when it was discovered, he ought not to


nave chosen such a father-in-law as was easiest to be got,


iBstesd of on© whos© affinity might bs honorabi® to b.im.
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the anger of the powerful. To conclude, since it does not


appear to be easy, by any review or discussion, to establish


the true difference of their merits and decide to which a


preference is due, will it be an unfair award in the case, if


we let the Greek bear away the crown for military con-


duct and warlike skill, and the Roman for justice and


clemency ?


PYRRHUS.


Of the Thesprotians and Molossians after the great inun-


dation, the first king, according to some historians, was
Phaethon, one of those who came into Epu'us with Pelasgus.


Others tell us that Deucalion and Pyrrha, having set up the


worship of Jupiter at Dodona, settled there among the


Molossians. In after time, Neoptolemus, Achilles's son,


planting a colony, possessed these parts himself, and left a


succession of kings, who, after him, were named Pyrrhidse,


as he in his youth was called Pyrrhus, and of his legiti-


mate children, one was born of Lanassa, daughter of Cleo-


dseus, Ilyllus's son, had also that name. From him Achilles


came to have divine honors in Epirus, under the name of


Aspetus, in the language of the country. After these first


kings, those of the following intervening times becoming


barbarous, and insignificant both in their power and their


lives, Tharrhypas is said to have been the first who, by in-


troducing Greek manners and learning, and humane laws


into his cities, left any fame of himself. Alcetas was the


son of Tharrhypas, Arybas of Alcetas, and of Arybas and
Troas his queen, ^acides ; he married Phthia, the daughter


of 3Ienon, the Thessalian, a man of note at the time of the


Lamiac war, and of highest command in the confederate


army next to Leosthenes. To ^acides were born of


Phthia, Beidamia and Troas, daughters, and Pyrrhus, a


son.
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The Molossians, afterwards falling into facetious and ex-


pelling ^Eacides, brought in the sons of Neoptolemus, and


siieh friends of J^]acidesas they could take were all cut oil';


Pyrrhus, yet an infant, and searched for by the enemy, liad


been stolen away and carried oil' by Androclides and i\nge-


lus ; who, however, being obliged to take with them a few


servants, and women to nurse the child, were much impeded


and retarded in their fliglit, and when they were now over-


taken, they delivered the infant to Androcleon, Ilippias,,


and Xeander, faithful and able young fellows, giving them


m charge to make for Megara, a town of Macedon, with all


their might, while they themselves, partly by entreaty, and


partly by force, stopped the course of the pursuers till late


in the evening. At last, having hardly forced them back,


they joined those who had the care of Pyrrhus ; but the


sun being already set, at the point of attaining their object


they suddenly found themselves cut off from it. For on


reaching the river that runs by the city they found it look-


ing formidable and rough, and endeavoring to pass over,


they discovered it was not fordable ; late rains having


heightened the water, and made the current violent. The
darkness of the night added to the horror of all, so that


they durst not venture of themselves to carry over the


child and the women that attended it ; but, perceiving some
of the country people on the other side, they desired them
to assist their passage, and showed them Pyrrhus, calling


out aloud, and importunmg them. They, however, could


not hear for the noise and roaring of the water. Thus
time was spent while those called out, and the others did


not understand what was said, till one recollecting himself,


stripped off a piece of bark from an oak, and wrote on it


with the tongue of a buckle, stating the necessities and the


fortunes of the child, and then rolling it about a stone, which


was made use of to give force to the motion, threw it over


to the other side, or, as some say, fastened it to the end of


a jav3lin, and darted it over. When the men on the other
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shore read what was on the bark, and saw how time pressed,


without delay they cut down some trees, and lashing them
together, came over to them. And it so fell out, that he


who first got ashore, and took Pyrrhus in his arms, was
named Achilles, the rest being helped over by others as


they came to hand.


Thus being safe, and out of the reach of pursuit, they


addressed themselves to Glaucias, then king of the


Illyrians, and fuiding him sitting at home with his wife,


they laid down the child before them. The king began to


weigh the matter, fearing Cassander, who was a mortal


enemy of ^acides, and, being in deep consideration, said


nothing for a long time; while Pyrrhus, crawling about on


the ground, gradually got near and laid hold with his hand
upon the king's robe, and so helping himself upon his feet


against the knees of Glaucias first moved laughter, and


then pity, as a little, humble, crying petitioner. Some say


he did not throw himself before Glaucias, but catching hold


of an altar of the gods, and spreading his hands about it,


raised himself up by that ; and that Glaucias took the act


as an omen. At present, therefore, he gave Pyrrhus into


the charge of his wife, commanding he should be brought


up v/ith his own children ; and a little after, the enemies


sending to demand him, and Cassander himself offering


two hundred talents, he would not deliver him up ; but


when he was twelve years old, bringing him with an army
into Epirus, made him king. Pyrrhus in the air of his face


had something more of the terrors than of the augustness


of kingly power ; he had not a regular set of upper teeth,


but in the place of them one continued bone, with small


lines marked on it, resembling the divisions of a row of


teeth. It was a general belief he could cure the spleen, by
sacrificing a white cock and gently pressing with his right


foot on the spleen of the persons as they lay down on their


backs, nor was any one so poor or inconsiderable as not to


be welcome, if he desired it, to the benefit of his touch.
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lie accepted the cock for the sacrifice as a r(^\vai'd, and was


always luuch pleased with the present. 'J'he lai'ge toe of


that foot was said to have a divine virtue; for after his


death, the rest of the body being consumed, tliis was found


unhurt and untouched by the lire. But of these things


hereafter.


Being now about seventeen years old, and the govern-


ment in appearance well settled, he took a journey out of


the kingdom to attend the marriage of one of Glaucias's


sons, with whom he was brought up ; upon which oppor-


tunity tlie Molossians again rebelling, turned out all of his


party, plundered his property, and gave themselves up to


Neoptolemus. Pyrrhus having thus lost the kingdom, and


being in want of all things, applied to Demetrius, the son


of Antigonus, the husband of his sister Deidamia, who,


while she was but a child, had been in name the wife of


Alexander, son of Roxana, but their affairs afterwards prov-


ing unfortunate, when she came to age, Demetrius married


her. At the great battle of Ipsus, where so many kings


were engaged, Pyrrhus, taking part with Demetrius, though


yet but a youth, routed those that encountered him, and


highly signalized himself among all the soldiery ; and after-


wards, when Demetrius's fortunes were low, he did not for-


sake him then, but secured for him the cities of Greece with


which he was intrusted ; and upon articles of agreement


being made between Demetrius and Ptolemy, he went
over as an hostage for him into Egypt, where both in hunt-


ing and other exercises, he gave Ptolemy an ample proof


of his courage and strength. Here observing Berenice in


greatest power, and of all Ptolemy's wives highest in


esteem for virtue and understanding, he made his court


principally to her. He had a particular art of gaining over


the great to his own interest, as on the other hand he


readily overlooked such as were below him ; and being also


well-behaved and temperate in his life, among all the


young princes then at court, he was thought most fit to


22
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have Antigoiie for his wife, one of the daughters of Berenice


by Philip, before she married Ptolemy.


After this match, advancing in honor, and Antigone


being a very good wife to him, having procured a sum of


money, and raised an army, he so ordered matters as to be


sent into his kingdom of Epirus, and arrived there to the


great satisfaction of many, from their hate to Neoptolemus,


who was governing in a violent and arbitrary way. But


fearing lest Neoptoleinus should enter into alliance with


some neighboring princes, he came to terms and friendship


with him, agreeing that they should share the government


between them. There were people, however, who, as time


went on, secretly exasperated them, and fomented jealousies


between them. The cause chiefly moving Pyrrhus is said


to have had this beginning. It was customary for the


kings to offer sacrifice to Mars, at Passaro, a place in the


Molossian country, and that done to enter into a solemn


covenant with the Epirots ; they to govern according to law,


these to preserve the government as by law esta,blished.


This was. performed in the presence of both kings, who
were there with their immediate friends, giving and receiv-


ing many presents ; here Gelo, one of the friends of Xeop-


tolemus, taking Pyrrhus by the hand, presented him with


two pair of draught oxen. Myrtilus, his cup-bearer, being


then by, begged these of Pyrrhus, who not giving them to


him, but to another, Myrtilus extremely resented it, which
Gelo took notice of, and, inviting him to a banquet (amidst


drinking and other excesses, as some relate, Myrtilus being


then in the flower of his youth), he entered into discourse,


persuading him to adhere to Neoptolemus, and destroy


Pyrrhus by poison. Myrtilus received the design, appear-


ing to approve and consent to it, but privately discovered


it to Pyrrhus, by whose command he recommended Alexi-


crates, his chief cup-bearer, to Gelo, as a fit instrument for


their design, Pyrrhus being very desirous to have proof


of the plot by several evidences. So Gelo being deceived,
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Neoptolenius, who was no less deceived, iiiia,t^inin.(^ tlie


design went prosperously on, could not forb(;ar, but in his


joy spoke of it among his friends, and once at an entertain-


ment at his sister Cadmca's talked opeidy of it, thinking


none heard but themselves. Nor was any one there but


PluTcnarete the wife of Samon, who had the care of Neop-


tolemus's flocks and herds. She, turning her face towards


the wall upon a couch, seemed fast asleep, and luiving


heard all that passed, unsuspected, next day came to An-


tigone, Pyrrhus's wife, and told her what she had heard


Neoptolemus say to his sister. On understanding Aviiieli


Pyrrhus for the present said little, but on a sacrifice day,


making an invitation for Neoptolenuis, killed him ; being


satisfied before that the great men of the Epirots were his


friends, and that they were eager for him to rid himself


of Neoptolemus, and not to content himself with a mere


petty share of the government, but to follow his own natural


vocation to great designs, and now when a just ground of


suspicion appeared, to anticipate Neoptolemus by taking


him off first.


In memory of Berenice and Ptolemy, he named his son


by Antigone, Ptolemy, and having built a city in the pen-


insula of Epirus, called it Berenicis. From this time he


began to revolve many and vast projects in his thoughts
;


but his first special hope and design lay near home, and he


found means to engage himself in the Macedonian affairs


under the following pretext. Of Cassander's sons, Antipa-


ter, the eldest, killed Thessalonica, his mother, and ex-


pelled his brother Alexander, who sent to Demetrius en-


treating his assistance, and also called in Pyrrhus; but


Demetrius being retarded by multitude of business, Pyrrhus,


coming first, demanded in reward of his service the dis-


tricts called Tymphsea and Parausea in Macedon itself, and
of their new conquests, Ambracia, Acarnania, and Am-
philochia. The young prince giving way, he took posses-


sion of these countries, and secured them with good garrl-
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sons, and proceeded to reduce for Alexander himself othei


parts of the kingdom which he gained from Antipater.


Lysimachus, designing to send aid to Antipater, was in-


volved in much other business, but knowing Pyrrhus would


not disoblige Ptolemy, or deny him anything, sent pre-


tended letters to him as from Ptolemy, desiring him to


give up his expedition, upon the payment of three hundred


talents to him by Antipater, Pyrrhus, opening the letter,


quickly discovered the fraud of Lysimachus ; for it had not


the accustomed style of salutation, " The father to the son,


health," but " King Ptolemy to Pyrrhus, the king, health ;


'*


and reproaching Lysimachus, he notwithstanding made a


peace, and they all met to confirm it by a solemn oath upon
sacrifice. A goat, a bull, and a ram being brought out, the


ram on a sudden fell dead. The others laughed, but Theo-


dotus the prophet forbade Pyrrhus to swear, declaring


that Heaven by that portended the death of one of the


three kings, upon which he refused to ratify the peace.


The affairs of Alexander being now in some kind of set-


tlement, Demetrius arrived, contrary, as soon appeared, to


the desire and indeed not without the alarm of Alexander.


After they had been a few days together, their mutual jeal-


ousy led them to conspire against each other ; and Deme-
trius taking advantage of the first occasion, was beforehand


with the young king, and slew him, and proclaimed himself


king of Macedon. There had been formerly no very good


understanding between him and Pyrrhus ; for besides the


inroads he made into Thessaly, the innate disease of princes,


ambition of greater empire, had rendered them formidable


and suspected neighbors to each other, especially since


Deidamia's death ; and both having seized Macedon, they


came into conflict for the same object, and the difference


between them had the stronger motives. Demetrius having


first attacked the ^tolians and subdued them, left Pan-


tauchus there with a considerable army, and marched
direct against Pyrrhus, and PyrrhuSj as he thought^
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against him; but l)y mistake of the ways they passed by


one another, and Demetrius falhng into Epirus wasted the


country, and Pyrrhus, meeting with Pantauchus, prepared


for an engagement. The soldiers fell to, and tlierc was a


sharp and terrible conflict, especially where the generals


were. Pantauchus, in courage, dexterity, and strength of


body, being confessedly the best of all Demetrius's captains,


and having both resolution and high spirit, challenged


Pyrrhus to fight hand to hand ; on the other side Pyrrhus,


professing not to yield to any king in valor and glory, and


esteeming the fame of Achilles more truly to belong to him


for his courage than for his blood, advanced against Pan-


tauchus through the front of the army. First they used


their lances, then came to a close fight, and managed their


swords both with art and force ; Pyrrhus receiving one


wound, but returning two for it, one in the thigli and the


other near the neck, repulsed and overthrew Pantauchus,


but did not kill him outright, as he was rescued by his


friends. But the Epirots exulting in the victory of their


king, and admiring his courage, forced through and cut in


pieces tlie phalanx of the Macedonians, and pursuing


those that fled, killed many, and took five thousand


prisoners.


This fight did not so much exasperate the Macedonians


with anger for their loss, or with hatred to Pyrrhus, as it


caused esteem, and admiration of his valor, and great dis-


course of him among those that saw what he did, and were


engaged against him in the action. They thought his


countenance, his swiftness, and his motions expressed those


of the great Alexander, and that they beheld here an image


and resemblance of his rapidity and strength in fight;


other kings merely by their purple and their guards, by


the formal bending of their necks, and lofty tone of their


speech, Pyrrhus only bj^ arms, and in action, represented


Alexander. Of his knowledge of military tactics and the


art of a general, and his great ability that way, we have
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the best information from tlie commentaries he left behind


him, Antigonus, also, we are told, being asked who was
the greatest soldier, said, " Pyrrhus, if he lives to be old,"


referring only to those of his own time ; but Hannibal of


all great commanders esteemed Pyrrhus for skill and con-


duct the first, Scipio the second, and himself the third,


as is related in the life of Scipio. In a word, he seemed


ever to make this all his thought and philosophy, as


the most kingly part of learning : other curiosities he held


in no account. He is reported, when asked at a feast


whether he thought Python or Caphisiasthe best musician,


to have said, Polysperchon was the best soldier, as though


it became a king to examine and understand only such


things. Towards his familiars he was mild, and not easily


incensed ; zealous and even vehement in returning kind-


nesses. Thus when Aeropus was dead, he could not bear


it with moderation, saying, he indeed had suffered what


was common to human nature, but condemning and blam-


ing himself, that by puttings off and delays he had not


returned his kindness in time. For our debts may be satis-


fied to the creditor's heirs, but not to have made the


acknowledgment of received favors, while they to whom it


is due can be sensible of it, afflicts a good and worthy


nature. Some thinking it fit that Pyrrhus should banish


a certain ill-tongued fellow in Ambracio, Avho had spoken


very indecently of him, " Let him rather," said he, "speak


against us here to a few, than rambling about to a great


many." And others who in their wine had made reflections


upon him, being afterward questioned for it, and asked by
him whether the}^ had said such words, on one of the young
fellows answering, " Yes, all that, king : and should have


said more if we had had more wine ;
" he laughed and dis-


charged them. After Antigone's death, he married several


wives to enlarge his interest and power. He had the


daughter of Autoleon, king of the Paeonians, Bircenno,


Bardyllis the Illyrian's daughter, Lanassa, daughter of
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Agathocles tlio Syracusaii, avIio Lrouglit with her in dower


the city of Corcyra, wliich liiul been taken by Agathocles.


By Antigone he had Ptolemy, Alexandei- by Lanasea, and


Ilelenus, his youngest son, by Bii'ccnnii, : he bronght them


up all in arms, liot and eagei- youths, and by liim sliai'p-


encd and whetted to war from theii' very infuncy. Tt is


said, when one of them, while yet a child, asked him to


wdiich he would leave tlu; kingdom, Ijc ]'e[)Hed, to him tliat


had the sharpest swoi'd, wliicli indeed was much like that


tragical curse of GIdipus to his sons :


—


Not by the lot decide,


But with the sword tho heritage divide.


So unsocial and wild-beast-like is the nature of ambition


and cupidity.


After this battle Pyrrhus, returning gloriously home,


enjoyed his fame and reputation, and being called " Eagle "


by the Epirots, " By you," said he, " I am an eagle ; for how
should I not be such, while I have your arms as wings uo sus-


tain me ? " A little after, having intelligence that Demetrius


was dangerously sick, he entered on a sudden into Mace-


donia, intending only an incursion, and to harass the


country ; but was very near seizing upon all, and taking


the kingdom without a blow. He marched as far as Edessa


unresisted, great inimbers deserting, and coming in to him.


This danger excited Demetrius beyond his strength, and


his friends and commanders in a short time got a consider-


able army together, and with all their forces briskly attacked


Pyrrhus, who, coming only to pillage, would not stand a


fight, but retreating, lost part of his army, as he went off,


by the close pursuit of the Macedonians. Demetrius, how-


ever, although he had easily and quickly forced Pyrrhus


out of the country, yet did not slight him, but having re-


solved upon great designs, and to recover his father's king-


dom with an army of one hundred thousand men, and a fleet


of five hundred ships, would neither embroil himself with
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Pyrrbus, nor leave the Macedonians so active and trouble^


some a neigbbor; and since he had no leisure to continue


tbe war witii liim, he was willing to treat and conclude a


peace, and to turn his forces upon the other kings. Articles


being agreed upon, the designs of Demetrius quickly dis-


covered themselves by the greatness of his preparation.


And the other kings, being alarmed, sent to Pyrrhus


ambassadors and letters, expressing their wonder that he


should choose to let his own opportunity pass by, and wait


till Demetrius could use his ; and whereas he was now able


to chase him out of Macedon, involved in designs and dis-


turbed, he should expect till Demetrius at leisure, and grown
great, should bring the war home to his own door, and make
him fight for his temples and sepulchres in Molossia ; espe-


cially having so lately, by his means, lost Corcyra and his


wife together. For Lanassa had taken offence at Pyrrhus


for too great an inclination to those wives of his that were


barbarians, and so withdrew to Corcyra, and desiring to


marry some king, invited Demetrius, knowing of all the


kings he was most ready to entertain offers of marriage; so


he sailed thither, m.arried Lanassa, and placed a garrison in


the city. The kings having written thus to Pyrrhus, them-


selves likewise contrived to find Demetrius work, while he


was delaying and making his preparations. Ptolemy, set-


ting out with a great fleet, drew off many of the Greek cities.


Lysiraachus out of Thrace wasted the upper Macedon ; and
Pyrrhus, also taking arms at the same time, marched to


Beroea, expecting, as it fell out, that Demetrius, collecting


his forces against Lysimachus, would leave the lower


country undefended. That very night he seemed in his


sleep to be called by Alexander the Great, and approaching


saw him sick abed, but was received with ver}^ kind words,


and much respect, and promised zealous assistance. He
making bold to reply, " How, sir, can you, being sick, assist


me?" "With my name," said he, and mounting ISTisaean


horse, seemed to lead the way. At the sight of this vision
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he was much assured, and with swift marches overrunning:^


all the interjacent places, takes Ber(Ea, and making his


headquarters there, reduced the rest of the country hy his


commanders. When Demetrius received intelligence of


this, and perceived likewise the ]\Tacedonians ready to


mutiny in the army, he AN'as afraid to advc.;ic(i further,


lest, coming near Lysimachus, a Macedonian king, and of


great fame, they should revolt to him. 80 returning,


he marched directly against Pyrrhus, as a stranger, and


hated hy the Macedonians. But while he lay encamped
there near him, many wlio came out of Bercjea infinitely


praised Pyrrhus as invincihle in arms, a glorious warrior,


who treated those he had taken kindly and humanely.


Several of these Pyrrhus himself sent privately, pretending


to be Macedonians, and saying, now was the time to be de-


livered from the severe government of Demetrius by com-


ing over to Pyrrhus, a gracious prince and a lover of


soldiers. By this artifice a great part of the army was
in a state of excitement, and the soldiers began to look


every way about inquiring for Pyrrhus. It happened he


was without his helmet, till understanding they did not


know him, he put it on again, and so was quickly recog-


nized by his lofty crest, and the goat's horns he wore upon
it. Then the Macedonians, running to him, desired to be


told his password, and some put oaken boughs upon their


heads, because they saw them worn by the soldiers about


him. Some persons even took the confidence to say to


Demetrius himself, that he would be well advised to with-


draw, and lay down the government. And he, indeed,


seeing the mutinous movements of the army to be only too


consistent with what they said, privately got away, dis-


guised in a broad hat and a common soldier's coat. So


Pyrrhus became master of the army without fighting, and
was declared king of the Macedonians.


But Lysimachus now arriving, and claiming the defeat


of Demetrius as the joint exploit of them both, and that
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tlierefore the kingdom should be shared between them,


Pyrrhus, not as yet quite assured of the Macedonians, and


in doubt of their faith, consented to tlie proposition of


Lysimachus, and divided tlie country and cities between


them accordingly. This was for the present useful, and


prevented a war ; but shortly after they found the parti-


tion not so much a peaceful settlement, as an occasion of


further complaint and difference. For men whose ambition


neither seas, nor mountains, nor unpeopled deserts can


limit, nor the bounds dividing Europe from Asia confine


their vast desires, it would be hard to expect to forbear


from injuring one another when they touch and are close


together. These are ever naturally at war, envying and


seeking advantages of one another, and merely make use


of those two words, peace and war, like current coin, to


serve their occasions, not as justice but as expediency


suggests, and are really better men when they openly enter


on a war, than when they give to the mere forbearance from


doing wrong, for want of opportunity, the sacred names
of justice and friendship. Pyrrhus was an instance of this


;


for setting himself against the rise of Demetrius again, and
endeavoring to hinder the recovery of his power, as it were


from a kind of sickness, he assisted the Greeks, and came
to Athens, where, having ascended the Acropolis, he offered


sacrifice to the goddess, and the same day came down
again, and told the Athenians he was much gratified by the


good- will and the confidence they had shown to him; but


if they were wise he advised them never to let any king come
thither again, or open their city gates to him. He con-


cluded also a peace with Demetrius, but shortly after he


was gone into Asia, at the persuasion of Lysimachus,


he tampered with the Thessalians to revolt, and besieged


his cities in Greece ; finding he could better preserve the


attachment of the Macedonians in war than in peace, and
being of his own inclination not much given to rest. At
last, after Demetrius had been overthrown in Syria,
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Lysimaclms, who had secured his affah-s, and luid nothing


to do, innnediately turned his whole fcjrces upon Pyrrhus,


who was in quarters at Edessa, and falling upon and seiz-


ing his convoy of provisions, hrought first a great scarcity


into the army; then partly by letters, partly hy spreading


rumors abroad, he corrupted the principal officers of the


JMacedonians, reproaching them that they had made one


their master who was both a stranger and descended from


those who had ever been servants to the Macedonians,


and that they had thrust the old friends and familiars of


Alexander out of the country. The Macedonian soldiers


being much prevailed upon, Pyrrhus withdrew himself


with his Epirots and auxiliary forces, relinquishing


Macedon, just after the same manner he took it. So little


reason have kings to condemn popular governments for


changing sides as suits their interests, as in this they do


but indtate them who are the great instructors of unfaith-


fulness and treachery ; holding him the wisest that makes
the least account of being an honest man.


Pyrrhus having thus retired into Epirus, and left Mace-


don, fortune gave him a fair occasionof enjoying himself in


quiet, and peaceably governing his own subjects ; but he


wdio thought it a nauseous course of life not to be doing


mischief to others, or receiving some from them, like


Achilles, could not endure repose,


But sad and languished far.


Desiring battle and the shout of war,


and gratified his inclination by the following pretext for


new troubles. The Romans were at war with the Tarentines,


who, not being able to go on with the war, nor yet, through


the foolhardiness and the viciousness of their popular


speakers, to come to terms and give it up, proposed now to


make Pyrrhus their general, and engage him in it, as of all


the neighboring kings the most at leisure, and the most
skilful as a commander. The more grave and discreet


citizens opposing these counsels, were partly overborne by
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the noise and violence of the multitude ; while others, see.


ing this, absented themselves from the assemblies ; only one


Meton, a very sober man, on the day this public decree was
to be ratified, when the people were now seating themselves,


came dancing into the assembly like one quite drunk, with


a withered garland and a small lamp in his hand, and a


woman playing on a flute before him. And as in great


multitudes met at such popular assemblies, no decorum can


be well observed, some clapped him, others laughed, none


forbade him, but called to the woman to play, and to him
to sing to the company, and when they thought he was
going to do so, " 'Tis right of you, O men of Tarentum," he


said, " not to hinder any from making themselves merry that


have a mind to it, while it is yet in their power : and if you
are wise, you will take out your pleasure of your freedom


while you can, for you must change your course of life, and


follow other diet when Pyrrhus comes to town." These


words made a great impression upon many of the Taren-


tines, and a confused murmur went about, that he had


spoken much to the purpose ; but some who feared they


should be sacrificed if a peace were made with the Romans,


reviled the whole assembly for so tamely suffering them-


selves to be abused by a drunken sot, and crowding together


upon Meton, thrust liim out. So the public order was passed


and ambassadors sent mto Epirus, not only in their own
names, but in those of all the Italian Greeks, carrying pres-


ents to Pyrrhus, and letting him know they wanted a gen-


eral of reputation and experience; and that they could


furnish him with large forces of Lucanians, Messapians,


Samnites, and Tarentines, amounting to twenty thousand


horse, and three hundred and fifty thousand foot. This


did not only quicken Pyrrhus, but raised an eager desire


for the expedition in the Epirots.


There was one Cineas, a Thessalian, considered to be a


man of very good sense, a disciple of the great orator De-


mosthenes, who, of all that were famous at that time for
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speakiii<^ well, most seemed, as in a picture, to revive in the


minds of the audience the memory of his force and vigor of


eloquence ; and being always about Pyrrus, and sent about


in his service to several cities, verified the saying of Euri-


pides, that
the force of words


Can do whate'er is done by conquering swords.


And Pyrrhus was used to say, that Cineas had taken more


towns with his words than he with his arms, and always


did him the honor to employ him in his most important


occasions. This person, seeing Pyrrhus eagerly preparing


for Italy, led him one day when he was at leisure into the


following reasonings : " The Romans, sir, are reported to be


great warriors and conquerors of many warlike nations ; if


God permit us to overcome them, how should we use our


victory?" "You ask," said Pyrrhus, " a thing evident of


itself. The Romans once conquered, there is neither Greek


nor barbarian city that will resist us, but we shall pres-


ently be masters of all Italy, the extent and resources and


strength of which any one should rather profess to be


ignorant of than yourself." Cineas after a little pause,


"And having subdued Italy, what shall we do next?"


Pyrrus not yet discovering his intention, " Sicily," he


replied, " next holds out her arms, to receive us, a wealthy


and populous island, and easy to be gained ; for since Agath-


ocles left it, only faction and anarchy, and the licentious


violence of the demagogues prevail." " You speak," said


Cineas, " what is perfectly probable, but will the possession


of Sicily put an end to the war?" "God grant us," an-


swered Pyrrhus, " victory and success in that, and we will


use these as forerunners of greater things ; who could for-


bear from Libya and Carthage then within reach, which


Agathocles, even when forced to fl}?" from Syracuse, and


passing the sea only with a few ships, had all but surprised?


These conquests once perfected, will any assert that of the


enemies who now pretend to despise us, any one will dare
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to make further resistance ? " " None," replied Cineas, " for


ttien it is manifest we may with such mighty forces regain


Macedon, and make an absolute conquest of Greece ; and


when all these are in our power what shall we do then ?
"


Said Pyrrhus, smiling, " We will live at our ease, my dear


friend, and drink all day, and divert ourselves with pleasant


conversation." When Cineas had led Pyrrhus with his


argument to this point :
" And what hinders us now, sir,


if we have a mind to be merry, and entertain one another,


since we have at hand without trouble all those necessary


things, to which through much blood and great labor, and


infinite hazards and mischief done to ourselves and to


others, we design at last to arrive?" Such reasonings


rather troubled Pyrrhus with the thought of the happiness


he was quitting, than any way altered his purpose, being


unable to abandon the hopes of what he so much desired.


And first, he sent away Cineas to the Tarentines with


three thousand men
;


presently after, many vessels for


transport of horse, and galleys, and flat-bottomed boats of


all sorts arriving from Tarentum, he shipped upon them
twenty elephants, three thousand horse, twenty thousand


foot, two thousand archers, and five hundred slingers. All


being thus in readiness, he set sail, and being half-way over,


was driven by the wind, blowing, contrary to the season of


the year, violently from the north, and carried from his


course, but by the great skill and resolution of his pilots


and seamen, he made the land with infinite labor, and be-


yond expectation. The rest of the fleet could not get up,


and some of the dispersed ships, losing the coast of Italy,


were driven into the Libyan and Sicilian Sea ; others, not


able to double the cape of Japygium, were overtaken by
the night ; and, with a boisterous and heavy sea, throwing


them upon a dangerous and rocky shore, they were all


very much disabled except the royal galley. She, while the


sea bore upon her sides, resisted with her bulk and strength,


and avoided the force of it, till the wind coming about, blew
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directly in their teetli from the shore, and the vessel keep-


ing up with her head against it, was in danger of going to


pieces
;
yet on tlie oth(;r hand, to snlfer themselves to be


driven off to sea again, which was thus raging and tempest-


uous, with the wind shifting about every way, seemed to


them the most dreadful of all their present ijvils. Pyr-


rhus, rising up, threw himself overboard. His friends and


guards strove eagerly who should be most ready to help


him, but night and the sea, with its noise and violent


surge, made it extremely difficult to do this; so that


hardly, when with the morning the wind began to subside,


he got ashore, breathless and weakened in body, but with


high courage and strength of mind resisting his hard


fortune. The Messapians, upon whose shore they were


thrown by the tempest, came up eagerly to help them in the


best manner they could ; and some of the straggling ves-


sels that had escaped the storm arrived ; in which were a


very few horse, and not quite two thousand foot, and two


elephants.


With these Pyrrhus marched straight to Tarentum,


where Cineas, being informed of his arrival, led out the


troops to meet him. Entering the town, he did nothing


unpleasing to the Tarentines, nor put any force upon them,


till the ships were all in harbor, and the greatest part of


the army got together ; but then perceiving that the people,


unless some strong compulsion was used to them, were not


capable either of savmg others or being saved themselves,


and were rather intending, while he engaged for them in


the field, to remain at home bathing and feasting them-


selves, he first shut up the places of public exercise, and


the walks, where, in their idle way, they fought their


country's battles and conducted her campaigns in their


talk ; he prohibited likewise all festivals, revels, and drink-


ing-parties as unseasonable, and summoning them to arms,


showed himself rigorous and inflexible in carrying out the


conscription for service in the war. So that many, not uii'
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derstanding what it was to be commanded, left the town,


calling it mere slavery not to do as they pleased. He now
received intelligence that Laevinus, the Roman consul, was
upon his march with a great army, and j)lundering Lucania


as he went. The confederate forces were not come up to


him, yet he thought it impossible to suffer so near an ap-


proach of an enemy, and drew out with his army, but first


sent an herald to the Romans to know if before the war
they would decide the differences between them and the


Italian Greeks by his arbitrament and mediation. But


Lsevinus returning answer, that the Romans neither ac-


cepted him as arbitrator nor feared him as an enemy, Pyr-


rhus advanced, and encamped in the plain between the


cities of Pandosia and Ileraclea, and having notice the


Romans were near, and lay on the other side of the river


Siris, he rode up to take a view of them, and seeing their


order, the appointment of the watches, their method and


the general form of their encampment, he was amazed, and


addressing one of his friends next to him : " This order,"


said he, "• Magacles, of the barbarians, is not at all barbarian


in character ; we shall see presently what they can do;"


and growing a little more thoughtful of the event, resolved


to expect the arriving of the confederate troops. And to


hinder the Romans, if in the mean time they should en-


deavor to pass the river, he planted men all along the bank to


oppose them. But they, hastening to anticipate the coming


up of the same forces which he had determined to wait for,


attempted the passage with their infantry, where it was ford-


able, and with the horse in several places, so that the Greeks,


fearing to be surrounded, were obliged to retreat, and Pyr-


rhus, perceiving this, and being much surprised, bade his


foot officers draw their men up in line of battle, and con-


tinue in arms, while he himself with three thousand horse


advanced, hoping to attack the Romans as they were com-


ing over, scattered and disordered. But when he saw a


vast number of shields appearing above the water, and the







horse followinp^ them in good order, gatlicriiig his men in a


closer h(nly, liinisclf at the liead of tlieni, he began tlie


charge, conspienous by his rich and beautiful armor, and


letting it be seen that his reputation had not outgone


what he was able effectually to perform. While exposing


his hands and body in the fight, and bravely repelling all


that engaged him, he still guided the battle witli a steady


and undisturbed reason, and such presence of mind, as if


he had been out of tlie action and watching it from a dis-


tance, passing still from point to point, and assisting those


whom he thought most pressed by the enemy. Here


Leonnatus the Macedonian, observing one of the Italians


very intent upon Pyrrhus, riding up towards him, and


changing places as he did, and moving as he moved :
" Do


you see, sir," said lie, " that barbarian on tlie black horse


with white feet ? he seems to be one that designs some great


and dangerous thing, for he looks constantly at you, and


fixes his whole attention, full of vehement purpose, on you


alone, taking no notice of others. Be on your guard, sir,


against him." "Leonnatus," said Pyrrhus, "it is impossi-


ble for any man to avoid his fate ; but neither he nor any


other Italian shall have much satisfaction in engaging with


me." While they were in this discourse, the Italian, low-


ering his spear and quickening his horse, rode furiously at


Pyrrhus, and run his horse through with his lance ; at the


same instant Leonnatus ran his through. Both horses fall-


ing, Pyrrhus's friends surrounded him and brought him
off safe, and killed the Italian, bravely defending himself.


He was hy birth a Frentanian, captain of a troop, and
named Oplacus.


This made Pyrrhus use greater caution, and now seeing


bis horse give ground, he brought up the infantry against


the enemy, and changing his scarf and his arms with Me-


gacles, one of his friends, and obscuring himself, as it were,


in nis, charged upon the Romans, who received and en-


gaged him, and a great while the success of the battle re-
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maiiied undetermined; and it is said there were seven turns


of fortune both of pursuing and being pursued. And the


change of his arms was very opportune for the safety of liis


person, but liad like to liave overthrown liis cause and lost


hiui the victory; for several falling upon Megacles, the first


that gave him his mortal wound Avas one Dexous, who,


snatching away his helmet and his robe, rode at once to


LaBvhius, holding them up, and saying aloud he had killed


Pyrrhus. These spoils being carried about and shown
among the ranks, the Romans were transported with joy,


and shouted aloud ; while equal discouragement and terror


prevailed among the Greeks, until Pyrrhus, understanding


what had happened, rode about the army with his face


bare, stretching out his hand to his soldiers, and telling


them aloud it was he. At last, the elephants more par-


ticularly began to distress the Romans, whose horses, be-


fore they came near, not enduring them, went back with


their riders ; and upon this, he conimanded the Thessalian


cavalry to charge them in their disorder, and routed thera


with great loss. Dionysius alfirms near fifteen thousand


of the Romans fell ; Ilieronymus, no more than seven thou-


sand. On Pyrrhus's side, the same Dionysius makes
thirteen thousand slain, the other under four thousand;


but they were the flower of his men, and amongst them his


particular friends as well as officers whom he most trusted


and made use of. However, he possessed himself of the


Romans' camp which they deserted, and gained over several


confederate cities, and wasted the country round about, and


advanced so far that he was within about thirty-seven miles


of Rome itself. After the fight many of the Lucanians and


Samnites came in and joined him, whom he chid for their


delay, but yet he was evidently well pleased and raised


in his thoughts, that he had defeated so great an army
of the Romans with the assistance of the Tarentines


alone.


The Romans did not remove Loevinus from the consul*
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ship ; though it is told that Caius Fabriciiis said, that the


Epirots had not beaten the Romans, but only Pyrrhus, La3-


vhius ;
insinuating that their loss was not througli want of


valor but of conduct; but filled up their legions, and en-


listed fresh men with all speed, talking high and boldly of


war, which struck Pyrrhus with amazement. He thought


it advisable by sending lirst to make an experiment whether


they had any inclinatiou to treat, thinking that to take the


city and make an absolute conquest was no work for such


an army as his was at that time, but to settle a friendship,


and bring them to terms, would be highly honorable after


his victory. Cineas was despatched away, and applied


himself to several of the great ones, with presents for them-


selves and their ladies from the king ; but not a person


would receive any, and answered, as well men as women,


that if an agreement were publicly concluded, they also


should be ready, for their parts, to express their regard to


the king. And Cineas, discoursing with' the senate in the


most persuasive and obliging manner in the world, yet was


not heard with kindness or inclination, although Pyrrhus


offered also to return all the prisoners he had taken in the


fight without ransom, and promised his assistance for the


entire conquest of all Italy, aslcing only their friendship


for himself, and security for the Tarentines, and nothing


further. Nevertheless, most were well inclined to a peace,


having already received one great defeat, and fearing an-


otlier from an additional force of the native Italians, now join-


ing with Pyrrhus. At this point Appius Claudius, a man of


great distinction, but who, because of his great age and


loss of sight, had declined the fatigue of public business,


after these propositions had been made by the king, hear-


ing a report that the senate was ready to vote the condi-


tions of peace, could not forbear, but connnanding his serv-


ants to take him up, was carried in his cliair through tlie


forum to tlie senate-house. When he was set down at tlie


door, his sons and sons-in-law took him up in their arms^
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and, walking close round about him, brought him into the


senate. Out of reverence for so worthy a man, the whole


assembly was respectfully silent.


And a little after raising up himself :
" I bore," said he,


" until this time, the misfortune of my eyes with some impa-


tience, but now while I hear of these dishonorable motions


and resolves of yours, destructive to the glory of Rome, it is


my affliction, that being already blind, I am not deaf too.


Where is now that discourse of yours that became famous


in all the world, that if he, the great Alexander, had come into


Italy, and dared to attack us when we were young men,


and our fathers, who were then in their prime, he had not


now been celebrated as invincible, but either flying hence,


or falling here, had left Rome more glorious ? You demon-


strate now that all that was but foolish arrogance and


vanity, by fearing Molossians and Chaonians, ever the


Macedonian's prey, and by trembling at Pyrrhus who was
himself but an humble servant to one of Alexander's life-


guard, and comes here, not so much to assist the Greeks


that inhabit among us, as to escape from his enemies at


home, a wanderer about Italy, and yet dares to promise you


the conquest of it all by that army which has not been able


to preserve for him a little part of Macedon. Do not


persuade yourselves that making him yonr friend is the


way to send him back, it is the way rather to bring


over other invaders from thence, contemning you as


easy to be reduced, if Pyrrhus goes off without punishment


for his outrages on you, but, on the contrary, with the re-


ward of having enabled the Tarentines and Samnites to


laugh at the Romans." When Appius had done, eagerness


for the war seized on every man, and Cineas was dismissed


with this answer, that when Pyrrhus had withdrawn his


forces out of Italy, then, if he pleased, they would treat


with him about friendship and alliance, but while he stayed


there in arras, they were resolved to prosecute the war
against him with all their force, though he should have
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defeated a thousand Laiviiiuaes. It is said that Chieas,


while he was inauaging this affair, made it his business


carefully to inspeet the inantiers of tlie Romans, and to


understand their methods of government, and having con-


versed with their noblest citizens, he afterwards told Pyr-


rhus, among other things, that the senate seemed to him


an assend)ly of kings, and as for the people, he feared lest


it might prove that they were fighting with a Lernsean


hydra, for the consul had already raised twice as large an


army as the former, and there were many times over the


same number of Romans able to bear arms.


Then Caius Fabricius came in embassy fi'om the Romans
to treat about the prisoners that were taken, one whom
Cineas had reported to be a man of highest consideration


among them as an honest man and a good soldier, but ex-


tremely poor. Pyrrhus received him with much kindness,


and privately would have persuaded him to accept of his


gold, not for any evil purpose, but calling it a mark of re-


spect and hospitable kindness. Upon Fabricius's refusal,


he pressed him no further, but the next day, having a mind
to discompose him, as he had never seen an elephant before,


he commanded one of the largest, completely armed, to be


placed behind the hangings, as they were talking together.


Which being done, upon a sign given, the hanging was
drawn aside, and the elephant, raising his trunk over the


head of Fabricius, made an horrid and ugly noise. He,


gently turning about and smiling, .said to Pyrrhus, "Neither


your money yesterday, nor this beast to-day makes any im-


pression upon me." At supper, amongst all sorts of things


that were discoursed of, but more particularly Greece and


the philosophers there, Cineas, by accident, had occasion


to speak of Epicurus, and explained the opinions his fol-


lowers hold about the gods and the commonwealth, and


the objects of life, placing the chief happiness of man in


pleasure, and declining public affairs as an injury and dis-


turbance of a happy life, removing the gods afar off boti?
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from kindness or anger, or any concern for us at all, to a


life wholly without business and flowing in pleasures. Be-


fore he had done speaking, " O Hercules !


" Fabricius


cried out to Pyrrhus, " may Pyrrhus and the Samnites


entertain themselves with this sort of opinions as long as


they are in war with us." Pyrrhus, admiring the wisdom
and gravity of the man, was the more transported with


desire of making friendship instead of war with the city,


and entreated him, personally, after the peace should be


concluded, to accept of living with him as the chief of bis


ministers and generals. Fabricius answered quietly, " Sir,


this will not be for your advantage, for they who now honor


and admire you, when they have had experience of me, will


rather choose to be governed by me, than by you." Such


was Fabricius. And Pyrrhus received his answer without


any resentment or tyrannic passion ; nay, among his friends


he highly commended the great mind of Fabricius, and


intrusted the prisoners to him alone, on condition that if


the senate should not vote a peace, after they had conversed


with their friends and celebrated the festival of Saturn,


they should be remanded. And, accordingly, they were


sent back after the holidays ; it being decreed pain of death


for any that stayed behind.


After this Fabricius taking the consulate, a person came
with a letter to the camp written by the king's principal


physician, offering to take off Pyrrhus by poison, and so


end the war without further hazard to the Romans, if he


might have a reward proportionable to his service. Fabri-


cius, hating the villany of the man, and disposing the other


consul to the same ophiion, sent despatches immediately to


Pyrrhus to caution him against tlie treason. His letter


was to this effect: " Caius Fabricius and Quintus ^Emilius,


consuls of the Romans, to Pyrrhus the king, health. You
seem to have made an ill-judgment both of your friends


and enemies
;
you will understand by reading this letter


sent to us, that you are at Wfir with honest men, and trust







villains and knaves. "N'or do we, disolosotliis to you out of


any favor to you, but lest your ruin niijj^lit brin^^ a rcproacli


upon us, as if we had ended the Avar by treacliery, as not


able to d3 it by force." When Pyri'hus had read the letter


and made inquiry into the treason, he punished the physi-


cian, and as an acknowledgment to the Romans sent to


Home the prisoners without ransom, and ag:ain enijdoyed


Cineas to negotiate a peace for him. But they, regarding


it as at once too great a kindness from an enemy, and too


great a reward for not doing an ill thing to accept their


prisoners so, released in return an equal number of the


Tarentines and Saranites, but would admit of no debate


of alliance or peace until he had removed his arms and


forces out of Italy, and sailed back to Epirus with the same


ships that brought him over. Afterwards, his affairs de-


manding a second fight, when he had refreshed his men,


he decamped, and met the Romans about the city Asculum,


where, however, he was much incommoded by a woody
country unfit for his horse, and a swift river, so that the


elephants, for want of sure treading, could not get up with


the infantry. After many wounded and many killed, night


put an end to the engagement. Next day, designing to


make the fight on even ground, and have the elephants


among the thickest of the enemy, he caused a detachment


to possess themselves of those incommodious grounds, and,


mixing slingers and archers among the elephants, with full


strength and courage, he advanced in a close and well-


ordered body. The Romans, not having those advantages


of retreating and falling on as they pleased, which they had


before, were obliged to fight man to man upon plain


ground, and, being anxious to drive back tlie infantry


before the elephants could get up, they fought fiercely with


their swords among the Macedonian spears, not sparing


themselves, thinking only to wound and kill, without re-


gard of what they suffered. After a long and obstinate


fight, the first giving ground is reported to have been wnere
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Pyrrhus himself engaged with extraordinary courage ; but


they were most carried away by tlie overwhehning force of


the elephants, not being able to make use of their valor, but


overthrown as it were by the irruption of a sea or an earth-


quake, before which it seemed better to give way than to


die without doing anything, and not gain the least advan-


tage by suffering the utmost extremity, the retreat to their


camp not being far. Hieronymus says, there fell six thou-


sand of the Romans, and of Pyrrhus's men, the king's own
commentaries reported three thousand five hundred a,nd


fifty lost in this action. Dionysius, however, neither gives


any account of two engagements at Asculum., nor allows


the Romans to have been certainly beaten, stating that once


only, after they had fought till sunset, both armies were


unwillingly separated by the night, Pyrrhus being wounded
by a javelin in the arm, and his baggage plundered by the


Samnites, that in all there died of Pyrrhus's men and the


Romans above fifteen thousand. The armies separated;


and, it is said, Pyrrhus replied to one that gave him joy of


his victory that one other such would utterly undo him.


For he had lost a great part of the forces he brought v/itt


him, and almost all his particular friends and principal com-


manders ; there were no others there to make recruits, and
he found the confederates in Italy backward. On the other


hand, as from a fountain continually flowing out of the


city^ the Roman camp was quickly and plentifully filled up


with fresh men, not at all abating in courage for the losses


they sustained, but even from their very anger gaining new
force and resolation to go on with the war.


Among these difficulties he fell again into new hopes and


projects distracting his purposes. For at the same time


some persons arrived from Sicily, offering into his hands


the cities of Agrigentum, Syracuse, and Leontini, and beg-


ging his assistance to drive out the Carthaginians, and rid


the island of tyrants ; and others brought him news out of


Greece that Ptolemy, called Ceraunus, was slain in a fight
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and his army cut in pieces by tlie Ganls, and that now
above all otl um's, was his time to ofFcir himself to the Mace-


donians, in great ncn^d of a king. Complaining much of


fortune for bringing him so many occasions of great things


all together at a time, and thinking that to have both


offered to him, was to lose one of them, lie was doubtful,


balancing in his thoughts. But the affairs of Sicily seem-


ing to hold out the greater prospects, Africa lying so near,


he turned himself to them, and presently despatched away


Cineas, as he used to do, to make terms beforehand with


the cities. Then he placed a garrison in Tarentum, much
to the Tareutines' discontent, who required him either to


perform what he came for, and continue with them in a


war against the Romans, or leave the city as he found it.


He returned no pleasing answer, but commanded them to


be quiet and attend his time, and so sailed away. Being


arrived in Sicily, what he had designed in his hopes was


confirmed effectually, and the cities frankly surrendered


to him ; and wherever his arms and force were necessary,


nothing at first made any considerable resistance. For


advancing with thirty thousand foot, and twenty-five


hundred horse, and two hundred ships, he totally routed


the Phoenicians, and overran their whole province, and


Eryx being the strongest town they held, and having a


great garrison in it, he resolved to take it by storm. The
army being in readiness to give the assault, he put on his


arms, and coming to the head of his men made a vow of


plays and sacrifices in honor to Hercules, if he signalized


himself in that day's action before the Greeks that dwelt in


Sicily, as became his great descent and his fortunes. The
sign being given by sound of trumpet, he first scattered the


barbarians with his shot, and then brought his ladders to


the wall, and was the first that mounted upon, it himself


and, the enemy appearing in great numbers, he beat them


back ; some he threw down from the walls on each side.


others he laid dead in a heap round about him with hi^







S62 FLUTARCU'S LIVES.


sword, nor did he receive the least wound, but by his very


aspect inspired terror in the enemy ; and gave a clear dem-


onstration that Homer was in the right, and pronounced


according to the truth of fact, that fortitude alone, of all


the virtues, is wont to display itself in divine transports


and frenzies. The city being taken, he offered to Hercules


most magnificently, and exhibited all varieties of shows and


plays.


A sort of barbarous people about Messena, called Mam-
ertines, gave much trouble to the Greeks, and put several


of them under contribution. These being numerous and


valiant ( from whence they had their name, equivalent in the


Latin tongue to warlike), he first intercepted the collectors


of the contribution money, and cut them off, then beat them


in open fight, and destroyed many of their places of


strength. The Carthaginians being now inclined to compo-


sition, and offering him a round sum of money, and to fur-


nish him with shipping, if a peace were concluded, he told


them plainly, aspiring still to greater things, there was but


one way for a friendship and right understanding between


them, if they, wholly abandoning Sicily, would consent to


make the African sea the limit between them and the Greeks.


And being elevated with his good fortune, and the strength


of his forces, and pursuing those hopes in prospect of which


he first sailed thither, his immediate aim Avas at Africa; and


as he had abundance of shipping, but very ill equipped, he


collected seamen, not by fair and gentle dealing with the


cities, but by force in a haughty and insolent way, and men-


acing them with punishments. And as at first he had not


acted thus, but had been unusually indulgent and kind,


ready to believe, and uneasy to none ; now of a popular


leader becoming a tyrant by these severe proceedings, he


got the name of an ungrateful and faithless man. However,


they gave way to these things as necessary, although


they took them very ill from him ; and especially when he


began to show suspicion of Thosnon and Sosistratus, men of
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the first position in Syracuse, who invited liini over into


Sicily, and wiicn lie was come, put the cities into liis power,


and were most instrumental in all lu; had done there since


his arrival, whom ho now would neither suffer to be about


his person, nor leave at home ; and when Sosistratus out of


fear withdrew himself, and then he cliarged Thcenon, as in


a conspiracy with the other, and put him to death, with


this all his prospects changed, not by little and little, nor


in a single place only, but a mortal hatred behig raised in


the cities against him, some fell off to the Carthaginians,


others called in the INIamertines. And seeing revolts in all


places, and desires of alteration, and a potent faction against


him, at the same time he received letters from the Sam-


nites and Tarentincs, who were beaten quite out of the field,


and scarce able to secure their towns against the war, ear-


nestly begging his help. This served as a color to make his


relinquishing Sicily no flight, nor a despair of good success
;


but in truth not being able to manage Sicily, which was as


a ship laboring in a storm, and willing to be out of her, he


suddenly threw himself over into Italy. It is reported that


at his going off he looked back upon the island, and said to


those about him, "IIow brave a field of war do we leave,


my friends, for the Romans and Carthaginians to fight in,"


which, as he then conjectured, fell out indeed not long


after.


When he was sailing off, the barbarians having conspired


together, he was forced to a fight with the Carthaginians


in the very road, and lost many of his ships ; with the rest


he fled into Italy. There, about one thousand Mamertines,


who had crossed the sea a little before, though afraid to


engage him in open field, setting upon him where the


passages were difficult, put the Avhole army in confusion.


Two elephants fell, and a great part of his rear was cut oft'.


He, therefore, coming up in person, repulsed the enemy,


but ran into great danger among men long trained and


bold in war. His being wounded in the head with a sword,
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and retiring a little out of the fight, much increased their


confidence, and one of them advancing a good way before


the rest, large of body and in bright armor, with an


haughty voice challenged him to come forth if he were


alive. Pyrrhus, in great anger, broke away violently from


his guards, and, in his fury, besmeared with blood, terrible


to look upon, made his way through his own men, and


struck the barbarian on the head with his sword such a


blow, as with the strength of his arm, and the excellent


temper of the weapon, passed downward so far that his


body being cut asunder fell in two pieces. This stopped


the course of the barbarians, amazed and confounded at


Pyrrhus, as one more than man ; so that continuing his


march all the rest of the way undisturbed, he arrived at


Tarentum with twenty thousand foot and three thousand


horse, where, reinforcing himself with the choicest troops


of the Tarentines, he advanced immediately against the


Romans, who then lay encamped in the territories of the


Samnites, whose affairs were extremely shattered, and


their counsels broken, having been in many fights beaten


by the Romans. There was also a discontent amongst


them at Pyrrhus for his expedition into Sicily, so that not


many came in to join him.


He divided his army into two parts, and despatched the


first into Lucania to oppose one of the consuls there, so


that he should not come in to assist the other ; the rest he


led against Manius Curius, who had posted himself very


advantageously near Beneventum, and expected the other


consul's forces, and partly because the priests had dis-


suaded him by unfavorable omens, was resolved to remain


inactive. Pyrrhus, hastening to attack these before the


other could arrive, with his best men, and the most ser-


viceable elephants, marched in the night toward their


camp. But being forced to go round about, and through a


very woody country, their lights failed them, and the sol-


diers lost their way. A council of war being called, while
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they were in debate, the night was spent, and, at the break


of day, his approach, as he came down the liills, was dis-


covered by tlie enemy, and put tlie whole camp into dis-


order and tunnilt. l>ut the sacrifices being anspicions, and


tlie time absolutely obliging them to light, Manlus drew


his troops out of the trenches, and attacked the vanguard,


and, having routed them all, put the whole army into con-


sternation, so that many were cut off, and some of the


elephants taken. This success drew on Manius into the


level plain, and here, in open battle, he defeated part of the


enemy ; but, in other quarters, finding himself overpowered


by the elephants and forced back to his trenches, he com-


manded out those who were left to guard them, a numer-


ous body, standing thick at tlie ramparts, all in arms and


fresh. These coming down from their strong position, and


charging tlie elephants, forced tliem to retire ; and they in


the flight turning back upon their own men, caused great


disorder and confusion, and gave into the hands of the


Romans the victory, and the future supremacy. Having
obtained from these efforts, and these contests, the feeling


as well as the fame of invincible strength, they at once


reduced Italy under tlieir power, and not long after Sicily


too.


Thus fell Pyrrhus from his Italian and Sicilian hopes,


after he had consumed six years in these wars, and though


unsuccessful in his affairs, yet preserved his courage un-


<;onquerable among all these misfortunes, and was held,


for military experience, and personal valor and enterprise,


much the bravest of all the princes of his time, only what
he got by great actions he lost again by vain hopes and by
new desires of what he had not, kept nothing of what he


had. So that Antigonus used to comjiare him to a player


with dice, who had excellent throws, but knew not how to


use them. He returned into Epirus with eight thousand


foot and five hundred horse, and for want of money to pay


them, was fain to look out for a new war tc maintain the
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army. Some of the Gauls joining him, he invaded Mace
donia, where Antigonus, son of Demetrius, governed,


designing merely to plunder and waste the country. But


after he had made himself master of several towns, and


two thousand men came over to him, he began to hope


for something greater, and adventured upon Antigonus


himself, and meeting him at a narrow passage, put the


whole army in disorder. The Gauls, who brought up
Antigonus's rear, were very numerous and stood firm, but


after a sharp encounter, the greatest part of them were cut


off, and they who had the charge of the elephants being


surrounded every way, delivered up both themselves and


the beasts, Pyrrhus, taking this advantage, and advising


more with his good fortune than his reason, boldly set


upon the main body of the Macedonian foot, already sur-


prised with fear, and troubled at the former loss. They
declined any action or engagement with him ; and he, hold-


ing out his hand and calling aloud both to the superior


and under officers by name, bi'ought over the foot from


Antigonus, who, flying away secretly, was only able to retain


some of the seaport towns. Pyrrhus, among all these


kindnesses of fortune, thinking what he had effected


against the Gauls the most advantageous for his glory,


hung up their richest and goodliest spoils in the temple


of Minerva Itonis, with this inscription :


—


Pyhrrus, descendant of Molossian kings.


These shields to thee, Itonian goddess, brings,


Won from the valiant Gauls when in the fight


Antigonus and all his host took flight


;


'Tis not to-day or yesterday alone


That for brave deeds the .lEacidsB are known.


After this victory in the field, he proceeded to secure the


cities, and having possessed himself of JEgae, beside other


hardships put upon the people there, he left in the town a


garrison of Gauls, some of those in his own army, who being


insatiably desirous of wealth, instantly dag up the tombs
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of the kings that lay buried there, and took av/ay the riches,


and insolently sciiLtercd about their bones. Pyrrhus, in ap-


pearance, made no great matter of it, either deferring it on


account of the pressure of other business, or wholly passing


it by, out of fear of punishing those barbarians ; but this


made bitn very ill spoken of among the Macedonians, and his


affairs being j^et unsettled and brought to no firm consist-


ence, he began to entertain new hopes and projects, and in


raillery called Antigonus a shameless man, for still wearing


his purple and not changing it for an ordinary dress ; but


upon Cleonymus, the Spartan, arriving and inviting him to


Lacedaemon, he frankly embraced the overture. Cleonymus


was of royal descent, but seeming too arbitrary and abso-


lute, had no great respect nor credit at home ; and Areus


was king there. This was the occasion of an old and public


grudge between him and the citizens ; but, beside that,


Cleonymus, in his old age, had married a young lady of


great beauty and royal blood, Chilonis, daughter of Leoty-


chides, who, falling desperately in love with Acrotatus,


Areus's son, a youth in the flower of manhood, rendered


this match both uneasy and dishonorable to Cleonymus, as


there was none of the Spartans who did not very well know
how much his wife slighted him ; so these domestic troubles


added to his public discontent. He brought Pyrrhus to


Sparta with an army of twenty-five thousand foot, two
thousand horse, and twenty-four elephants. So great a


preparation made it evident to the whole world, that he


came not so much to gain Sparta for Cleonymus, as to take


all Peloponnesus for himself, although he expressly denied


this to the Lacedaemonian ambassadors that came to him
at Megalopolis, affirming he came to deliver the cities from


the slavery of Antigonus, and declaring he would send his


younger sons to Sparta, if he might, to be brought up in


Spartan habits, that so they might be better bred than all


other kings. With these pretensions amusing those who
e«.jii8 to meet him in his Daarch, as gcoa as ever be gnterect
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Laconia he began to plunder and waste the country, and on


the ambassadors complaining that he began the war upon


them before it was proclaimed: "We know," said he,


" very well that neither do you Spartans, when you design


anything, talk of it beforehand." One Mandroclidas, then


present, told him, in the broad Spartan dialect :
" If you


are a god, you will do us no harm, we are wronging no


man ; but if you are a man, there may be another stronger


than you."


He now marched away directly for Lacedsemon, and


being advised by Cleonymus to give the assault as soon as


he arrived, fearing, as it is said, lest the soldiers, entering


by night, should plunder the city, he answered, they might


do it as well next morning, because there were but few


soldiers in town, and those unprovided against his sudden


approach, as Areus was not there in person, but gone to


aid the Gortynians in Crete. And it was this alone that


saved the town, because he despised it as not tenable, and


so imagining no defence would be made, he sat down
before it that night. Cleonymus's friends, and the Helots,


his domestic servants, had made great preparation at his


house, as expecting Pyrrhus there at supper. In the night


the Lacedsemonians held a consultation to ship over all the


women into Crete, but they unanimously refused, and


Archidamia came into the senate with a sword in her


hand, in the name of them all, asking if the men expected


the women to survive the ruins of Sparta. It was next


resolved to draw a trench in a line directly over against the


enemy's camp, and, here and there in it, to sink wagons
in the ground, as deep as the naves of the wheels, that, so


being firmly fixed, they might obstruct the passage of the


elephants. When they had just begun the work, both


maids and women came to them, the married women with


their robes tied like girdles round their underfrocks, and
the unmarried girls in their single frocks only, to assist the


elder men at the work. As for the youth that were next
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day to engage, they left them to their rest, and undertaking


their proportion, they tliemselves finished a third part


of the trencli, whicli was in l)readth six cubits, four in


depth, and eight hundred feet long, as Phylarchus says


;


Hieronymus makes it somewhat less. The enemy begin-


ning to move by brealc of day, they brought their arms to


the young men, and giving them also in charge the trench,


exhorted them to defend and keep it bravely, as it would
be happy for them to conquer in the view of their whole


country, and glorious to die in the arms of their mothers


and wives, falling as became Spartans. As for Chilonis,


she retired with a halter about her neck, resolving to die


so rather than fall into the hands of Cleonymus, if the city


were taken.


Pyrrhus himself, in person, advanced with his foot to


force through the shields of the Spartans ranged against


him, and to get over the trench, which was scarce passable,


because the looseness of the fresh earth afforded no firm


footing for the soldiers. Ptolemy, his son, with two
thousand Gauls, and some choice men of the Chaonians


went around the trench, and endeavored to get over where


the wagons were. But they, being so deep in the ground,


and placed close together, not only made his passage, but


also the defence of the Lacedaemonians, very troublesome.


Yet now the Gauls had got the wheels out of the ground,


and were drawing off the wagons toward the river, when
young Acrotatus, seeing the danger, passing through the


town with three hundred men, surrounded Ptolemy undis-


cerned, taking the advantage of some slopes of the ground,


until he fell upon his rear, and forced him to wheel about.


And thrusting one another into the ditch, and falling


among the wagons, at last with much loss, not without


difficulty, they withdrew. The elderly men and all the


women saw this brave action of Acrotatus, and when he


returned back into the town to his first post, all covered


with blood and fierce and elate with victory, he seemed to


24
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the Spartan women to have become taller and more beauti-


ful than before, and they envied Chilonis so worthy a lover.


And some of the old men followed him, crying aloud, " Go
on, Acrotatus, be happy with Chilonis, and beget brave


sons for Sparta." Where Pyrrhus himself fought was the


hottest of the action and many of the Spartans did gallant-


ly, but in particular one Phyllius signalized himself, made
the best resistance, and killed most assailants ; and when
he found himself ready to sink with the many wounds he


had received, retiring a little out of his place behind


another, he fell down among his fellow-soldiers, that the


enemy might not carry off his body. The fight ended with


the day, and Pyrrhus, in his sleep, dreamed that he drew
thunderbolts upon Lacedaeraon, and set it all on fire, and


rejoiced at the sight ; and waking, in this transport of joy,


he commanded his oflBcers to get all things ready for a


second assault, and relating his dream among his friends,


supposing it to mean that he should take the town by
storm, the rest assented to it with admiration, but Lysi-


machus was not pleased with the dream, and told him he


feared lest as places struck with lightning are held sacred,


and not to be trodden upon, so the gods might by this let


him know the city should not be taken. Pyrrhus replied,


that all these things were but idle talk, full of uncertainty,


and only fit to amuse the vulgar ; their thought, with their


swords in their hands, should always be


The one good omen is king Pyrrhus's cause,


and so got up, and drew out his army to the walls by break


of day. The Lacedaemonians, in resolution and courage^


made a defence even beyond their power ; the women were
all by, helping them to arms, and bringing bread and drink


to those that desired it, and taking care of the wounded.
The Macedonians attempted to fill up the trench, bringing


huge quantities of materials and throwing them upon the


arms and dead bodies, that lay there and were covered over.
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While the Lacedaemonians opposed this with all their force,


Pyrrhus, in person, appeared on their side of the trench


and the wagons, pressing on horseback toward the city, at


which the men who had that post calling out, and the


women shrieking and rnnning abont, while Pyrrhns vio-


lently pushed on, and boat down all that disputed his way,


his horse received a shot in the belly from a Cretan arrow,


and, in his convulsions as he died, threw off Pyrrhns on


slippery and steep ground. And all about him being in


confusion at this, the Spartans came boldly up, and making
good use of their missiles, forced them off again. After


this Pyrrhus, in other quarters also, put an end to the com-


bat, imagining the Lacedsemonians would be inclined to


yield, as almost all of them were wounded, and very great


numbers killed outright ; but the good fortune of the city,


either satisfied with the experiment upon the bravery of


the citizens, or willing to prove how much even in the last


extremities such interposition may effect, brought, when
the Lacedsemonians had now but very slender hopes left,


Aminias, the Phocian, one of Antigonus's commanders, from


Corinth to their assistance, with a force of mercenaries


;


and they were no sooner received into the town, but Areus


their king, arrived there himself, too, from Crete, with two
thousand men more. The women upon this went all home
to their houses, finding it no longer necessary for them to


meddle with the business of the war ; and they also were


sent back, who, though not of military age, were by ne-


cessity forced to take arms, while the rest prepared to fight


Pyrrhus.


He, upon the coming of these additional forces, was in-


deed possessed with a more eager desire and ambition than


before, to make himself master of the town ; but his designs


not succeeding, and receiving freshlosses every day, he gave


over the siege, and fell to plundering the country, determin-


ing to winter thereabout. But fate is unavoidable, and


a great feud happening at Argos between Aristeas and
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Aristippus, two principal citizens, after Aristippus had


resolved to raake use of the friendship of Antigonus, Aristeas


to anticipate him invited PjTrhus thither. And lie always


revolving hopes upon hopes, and treating all his successes


as occasions of more, and his reverses as defects to be


amended by new enterprises, allowed neither losses nor


victories to limit him in his receiving or giving trouble, and


so presently went for Argos. Areus, by frequent ambushes,


and seizing positions where the ways were most unprac-


ticable, harassed the Gauls and Molossians that brought


up the rear. It had been told Pyrrhus by one of the


priests that found the liver of the sacrificed beast imper-


fect, that some of his near relations would be lost ; in this


tumult and disorder of his rear, forgetting the prediction,


he commanded out his son Ptolemy with some of his


guards to their assistance, while he himself led on the


main body rapidly out of the pass. And the fight being very


warm where Ptolemy was (for the most select men of the


Lacedaemonians, commanded by Evalcus,were there engaged,


one Oryssus of Aptera in Crete, a stout man and swift of


foot, running on one side of the young prince, as he was
fighting bravely, gave him a mortal wound and slew him.


On his fall those about him turned their backs, and the


Lacedaemonian horse, pursuing and cutting off many, got


into the open plain, and found themselves engaged with the


enemy before they were aware, without their infantry;


Pyrrhus, who had received the ill news of his son, and was
in great aflQiction, drew out his Molossian horse against


them, and charging at the head of his men, satiated himself


with the blood and slaughter of the Lacedsemonians, as


indeed he always showed himself a terrible and invincible


hero in actual fight, but now he exceeded all he had ever


done before in courage and force. On his riding his horse


up to Evalcus, he, by declining a little to one side, had almost


cut off Pyrrhus's hand in which he held the reins, but


lighting on the reins, only cut them ; at the sanie instant
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Pyrrhiis, running him through with his spear, fell from


his horse, and tlicre on foot as he was, proceeded to slaugh-


ter all those choice men that fought about the body of


Evalcus; a severe additional loss to Sparta, incurred after


the war itself was now^ at an end, by the mere animosity


of the commanders. Pyrrhus having thus offered, as it


were, a sacrifice to the ghost of his son, and fought a


glorious battle in honor of his obsequies, and having vented


much of his pain in action against the enemy, marched


away to Argos. And having intelligence that Antigonus


was already in possession of the high grounds, he encamped


about Nauplia, and tlie next day despatched a herald to


Antigonus calling him a villain, and challenging him to


descend into the plain field and fight with him for the


kingdom. lie answered, that his conduct should be


measured by times as well as by arms, and that if Pyrrhus


had no leisure to live, there were ways enough open to


death. To both the kings, also, came ambassadors from


Argos, desiring each party to retreat, and to allow the city


to remain in friendship with both, without falling into the


hands of either. Antigonus was persuaded, and sent his


son as a hostage to the Argives ; but Pyrrhus, although


he consented to retire, yet, as he sent no hostage, was sus-


pected. A remarkable portent happened at this time to


Pyrrhus ; the heads of the sacrificed oxen, lying apart from


the bodies, were seen to thrust out their tongues and lick


up their own gore. And in the city of Argos, the priestess


of Apollo Lycius rushed out of the temple, crying she saw
the city full of carcasses and slaughter, and an eagle com-


ing out to fight, and presently vanishing again.


In the dead of the night, Pyrrhus, approaching the walls,


and finding the gate called Diamperes set open for them
by Aristeas, was undiscovered long enough to allow all his


Gauls to enter and take possession of the market-place.


But the gate being too low to let in the elephants, they


were obliged to take down the towers which they carried
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on their backs, and put tliem on again in the dark and in


disorder, so that time being lost, the city took the alarm,


and the people ran, some to Aspis the chief citadel, and


others to other places of defence, and sent away to Antig-


onus to assist them. He, advancing within a short dis-


tance, made an halt, but sent in some of his principal


commanders, and his son with a considerable force. Areus


came thither, too, with one thousand Cretans, and some of


the most active men among the Spartans, and all falling on at


once upon the Gauls, put them in great disorder. Pyrrhus,


entering in with noise and shouting near the Cylarabis,


when the Gauls returned the cry, noticed that it did not


express courage and assurance, but was the voice of men
distressed, and that had their hands full. He, therefore,


pushed forward in haste the van of his horse that marched


but slowly and dangerously, by reason of the drains and sinks


of which the city is full. In this night engagement, there was
infinite uncertainty as to what was being done, or what or-


ders were given ; there was much mistaking and struggling in


the narrow streets ; all generalship was useless in that dark-


ness and noise and pressure ; so both sides continued without


doing anything, expecting daylight. At the first dawn, Pyr-


rhus, seeing the great citadel Aspis fall of enemies, was
disturbed, and remarkmg, among a variety of figures


dedicated in the market-place, a wolf and bull of brass, as


it were ready to attack one another, he was struck with


alarm, recollecting an oracle that formerly predicted fate


had determined his death when he should see a wolf fight-


ing with a bull. The Argives say, these figures were set


up in record of a thing that long ago had happened there.


For Danaus, at his first landing in the country, near the


Pyramia in Thyreatis, as he was on his way towards Argos,


espied a wolf fighting with a bull, and conceiving the wolf


to represent him (for this stranger fell upon a native as he


designed to do), stayed to see the issue of the fight, and the


wolf prevailing, he offered vows to Apollo Lycius, and thu^
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made his attempt upon the town, and succeeded ; riclanor,


wlio was then king^, being displaced by a faction. And
this Avas the cause of dedicating those figui-es.


PyiThus, quite out of heart at this sight, and seeing none


of liis designs succeed, tliought best to retreat, but fear-


ing the narrow passage at the gate, sent to his son Helen us,


who was left without the town with a great part of his


forces, commanding him to break down part of the wall,


and assist the retreat if the enemy pressed hard upon


them. But what with haste and confusion, the person that


was sent delivered nothing clearly ; so that quite mistak-


ing, the young prince with the best of his luen and the


remaining elephants marched straight through the gates


into the town to assist his father, Pyrrhus was now mak-


ing good his retreat, and while the market-place afforded


them ground enough both to retreat and fight, frequently


repulsed the enemy that bore upon him. But when he


was forced out of that broad place into the narrow street


leading to the gate, and fell in with those who came the


other way to his assistance, some did not hear him call out


to them to give back, and those who did, however eager to


obey him, were pushed forward by others behind, who
poured in at the gate. Besides, the largest of his elephants


falling down on his side in the very gate, and lying roar-


ing on the ground, was in the way of those that would


have got out. Another of the elephants already in the


town, called Nicon, striving to take up his rider, who, after


many wounds received, was fallen off his back, bore for-


ward upon those that were retreating, and, thrusting upon
friends as well as enemies, tumbled them all confusedly


upon one another, till having found the body, and taken it


up with his trunk, he carried it on his tusks, and, return-


ing in a fury, trod down all before him. Being thus


pressed and crowded together, not a man could do any-


thing for himself, but being wedged, as it were, together


into one mass, the whole multitude rolled and swayed this
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way and that altogether, and did very little execution


either upon the enemy in their rear, or on any of them who
were intercepted in the mass, hut very much harm to one


another. For he who had either drawn his sword or


directed his lance could neither restore it again, nor put


his sword up ; with these weapons they wounded their own
men, as they happened to come in the way, and they were


dying by mere contact with each other.


Pyrrhus, seeing this storm and confusion of things, took


off the crown he wore upon his helmet, by which he was
distinguished, and gave it to one nearest his person, and


trusting to the goodness of his horse, rode in among the


thickest of the enemy, and being wounded with a lance


through his breastplate, but not dangerously, nor indeed


very much, he turned about upon the man v/ho struck him,


who was an Argive, not of any illustrious birth, but the


son of a poor old woman ; she was looking upon the fight


among other women from the top of a house, and perceiving


her son engaged with Pyrrhus, and affrighted at the danger


he was in, took up a tile with both hands and threw it at


Pyrrhus. This falling on his head below the helmet, and


bruising the vertebree of the lower part of the neck, stunned


and blinded him ; his hands let go the reins, and sinking


down from his horse, befell just by the tomb of Licymnius.


The common soldiers knew not who ifc was ; but one Zopy-


rus, who served under Antigonus, and two or three others


running thither, and knowing it was Pyrrhus, dragged him
to a doorway hard by, just as he was recovering a little


from the blow. But when Zopyrus drew out an lUyrian


sword, ready to cut off his head, Pyrrhus gave him so


fierce a look, that confounded with terror, and sometimes


his hands trembling, and then again endeavoring to do it,


full of fear and confusion, he could not strike him right, but


cutting over his mouth and chin, it was a long time before


he got off the head. By this time what had happened was
known to a great many, and Alcyoneus hastening to the







CAIUS MARIUS. 377


place, desired to look upon the bead, and see whether Ik;


knew it, and taking it in his hand rode away to his father,


and threw it at his feet, while he was sitting with some of


his particular favorites. Antigonns, looking upon it, and
knowing it, thrnst his son from him, and struck him with


his staff, calling him wicked and harharoiis, and covering


his eyes with his robe shod tears, thinking of bis own father


andgrandfatlier, instances in bis own family of the change-


fulness of fortune, and caused the head and body of Pyrrhus


to be burned with all due solemnity. After this, Alcyoneus,


discovering Ilelcnus under a mean disguise in a threadbare


coat, used him very respectfull}^, and brought him to his


father. When Antigonus saw him, " This, my son," said


he, " is better ; and yet even now you have not done wholly


well in allowhig these clothes to remain, to the disgrace of


those who it seems now are the victors." And treating


Helenus with great kindness, and as became a prince, re-


stored him to his kingdom of Epirus, and gave the same
obliging reception to all Pyrrhus's principal commanders,


his camp and whole army having fallen into his hands.


CAIUS MARIUS.


We are altogether ignorant of any third name of Caius


Marius ; as also of Quintus Sertorius, that possessed him-


self of Spain ; or of Lucius Mummius that destroyed


Corinth, though this last was surnamed Acbaicus from his


conquests, as Scipio was called Africanus, and Metellus,


Macedonicus. Hence Posidonius draws his chief argument


to confute those that hold the third to be the Roman proper


name, as Camillus, Marcellus, Cato ; as in this case, those


that had but two names would have no proper name at all.


He did not, however, observe that by his own reasoning he


must rob the women absolutely of their names ; for none
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of them have the first, which Posidonius imagines the


proper name with the Romans. Of the other two, one was


common to the whole family, Pompeii, Manlii, Cornelii


(as with us Greeks, the Heraclidse, and Pelopidse), the other


titular, and personal, taken either from their natures, or


actions, or bodily characteristics, as Macrinus, Torquatus,


Sylla; such as are Mnemon, Grypus, or Callinicus among
the Greeks. On the subject of names, however, the irreg-


ularity of custom, would we insist upon it, might furnish


us with discourse enough.


There is a likeness of Marius in stone at Ravenna, in


Gaul, which I myself saw, quite corresponding with that


roughness and harshness of character that is ascribed to


him. Being naturally valiant and warlike, and more ac-


quainted also with the discipline of the camp than of the


city, he could not moderate his passion when in authority.


He is said never to have either studied Greek, or to have


use of that language in any matter of consequence ; think-


ing it ridiculous to bestow time in that learning, the


teachers of which were little better than slaves. So after


his second triumph, when at the dedication of a temple he


presented some shows after the Greek fashion, coming into


the theatre, he only sat down and immediately departed.


And, accordingly, as Plato used to say to Xenocrates the


philosopher, who was thought to show more than ordinary


harshness of disposition, " I pray you, good Xenocrates,


sacrifice to the Graces ;


" so if any could have persuaded


Marius to pay his devotions to the Greek Muses and Graces,


he had never brought his incomparable actions, both in


war and peace, to so unworthy a conclusion, or wrecked
himself, so to say, upon an old age of cruelty and vindictive-


ness, through passion, ill-timed ambition, and insatiable


cupidity. But this will further appear by and by from
the facts.


He was bom of parents altogether obscure and ijidigent.


who supported themselves by their &^A\f labor ; his fath^i'
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of the same name witli himself, his mother called Fulciiiia.


lie had spent a considerable part of his life before he saw
and tasted the pleasures of the city ; having passed pre-


Yiously in Cirrhseaton, a vilhxge of the territory of Arpinum,


a life, compared with city delicacies, rude and unrefined,


yet temperate, and conformable to the ancient Roman
severity. He first served as a soldier in the war against


the Celtiberians, when Scipio Africanus besieged Numantia


;


where he signalized himself to his general by coui-age far


above his comrades, and particularly, by his cheerfully


complying with Scipio's reformation of his army, being


almost ruined by pleasures and luxury. It is stated, too,


that he encountered and vanquished an enemy in smgle


combat, in his general's sight. In consequence of all this


he had several honors conferred upon him ; and once when
at an entertainment a question arose about commanders, and


one of the company (whether really desirous to know, or only


in complaisance) asked Scipio where the Romans, after him,


should obtain such another general, Scipio, gently clapping


Marius on the shoulder as he sat next him, replied, " Here,


perhaps." So promising was his early youth of his future


greatness, and so discerning was Scipio to detect the distant


future in the present first beginnhigs. It was this speech


of Scipio, we are told, which, like a divine admonition,chiefly


emboldened Marius to aspire to a political career. He
sought, and by the assistance of Csecilius Metellus, of whose
family he as well as his father were dependants, obtained


the ofiice of tribune of the people. In which place, when
he brought forward a bill for the regulation of voting,


which seemed likely to lessen the authority of the great


men in the courts of justice, the consul Cotta opposed him,


and persuaded the senate to declare against the law, and


called Marius to account for it. He, however, when this


decree was prepared, coming into the senate, did not be-


have like a young man newly and undeservedly advanced


to authority, but, assuming all the courage that his future
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actions would have warranted, threatened Cotta, unless he


recalled the decree, to throw him into prison. And on his


turning to Metellus, and asking his vote, and Metellus,


rising up to concur with the consul, Marius, calling for


the officer outside, commanded him to take Metellus into


custody. He appealed to the other tribunes, but not one


of them assisted him; so that the senate, immediately


complying, withdrew the decree. Marius came forth with


glory to the people and confirmed his law, and was hence-


forth esteemed a man of undaunted courage and assurance,


as well as a vigorous opposer of the senate in favor of the


commons. But he immediately lost their opinion of him
by a contrary action ; for when a law for the distribution


of corn was proposed, he vigorously and successfully


resisted it, making himself equally honored by both parties,


in gratifying neither, contrary to the public interest.


After his tribuneship, he was candidate for the office of


chief sedile ; there being two orders of them, one the curules,


from the stool with crooked feet on which they sat when
they performed their duty ; the other and inferior, called


sediles of the people. As soon as they have chosen the for-


mer, they give their voices again for the latter. Marius,


finding he was likely to be put by for the greater, immediately


changed and stood for the less ; but because he seemed too


forward and hot, he was disappointed of that also. And
yet though he was in one day twice frustrated of his


desired preferment (which never happened to any before),


yet he was not at all discouraged, but a little while after


sought for the prsetorship and was nearly suffering g


repulse, and then, too, though he was returned last of all,


was nevertheless accused of bribery.


Cassius Sabaco's servant, who was observed within the


rails among those who voted, chiefly occasioned the sus-


picion, as Sabaco was an intimate friend of Marius ; but on
being called to appear before the judges, he alleged, that


being thirsty by reason of the heat, he called for cold water.
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and that his servant bronglit hiin a cup, and as soon as he


had drunk, departed; he was, however, excluded from the


senate by tlio succeeding censors, and not undeservedly


either, as was thought, whether it might ho for his false


evidence, or his want of temperance. Caius ITerennius


was also cited to appear as evidence, but plcr.ded that it


was not customary for a patron (the Roman word for


protector) to witness against his clients, and that the law


excused them from that harsh duty ; and both Marius and


his parents had always been clients to the family of Iler-


ennii. And when the judges would have accepted of this


plea, Marius himself opposed it, and told Ilerennius, that


when he was first created magistrate he ceased to be


his client ; which was not altogether true. For it is not


every office that frees clients and their posterity from the


observance due to their patrons, but only those to which


the law has assigned a curule chair. IsTotwithstanding,


though at the beginning of the suit it went somewhat hard


with Marius, and he found tlie judges no way favorable to


him, yet at last, their voices being equal, contrary to all


expectation, he was acquitted.


In his prsetorship he did not get much honor, yet after it


he obtained the further Spain ; which province he is said


to have cleared of robbers, with which it was much infested,


the old barbarous habits still prevailing, and the Spaniards,


m those days, still regarding robbery as a piece of valor.


In the city he had neither riches nor eloquence to trust to,


with which the leading men of the time obtained power
with the people, but his vehement disposition, his indefati-


gable labors, and his plain way of living, of themselves gained


him esteem and influence ; so that he made an honorable


match with Julia, of the distinguished family of the Csesars,


to whom that Caesar was nephew who was afterwards so


great among the Romans, and, in some degree, from his


relationship, made Marius his example, as in his life we
have observed.







382 PLUTAECH'S LIVES.


Marius is praised for both temperance and endurance, of


which latter lie gave a decided instance in an operation of


surgery. For having, as it seems, both his legs full of great


tumors, and disliking the deformity, he determined to put


himself into the hands of an operator ; when, without being


tied, he stretched out one of his legs, and silently, without


changing countenance, endured most excessive torments


in the cutting, never either flinching or complaining; but


when the surgeon went to the other, he declined to have it


done, saying, " I see the cure is not worth the pain."


The consul Ceecilius Metellus, being declared general in


the war against Jugurtha in Africa, took with him Marius


for lieutenant ; where, eager himself to do great deeds and


services that would ,get him distinction, he did not, like


others, consult Metellus's glory and the serving his interest,


and attributing his honor of lieutenancy not to Metellus,


but to fortune, which had presented him with a proper


opportunity and theatre of great actions, he exerted his ut-


most courage. That war, too, affording several difficulties,


he neither declined the greatest, nor disdained undertaking


the least of them, but surpassing his equals in counsel and
conduct, and matching the very common soldiers in labor


and abstemiousness, he gained great popularity with them
;


as indeed any voluntary partaking with people in their


labor is felt as an easing of that labor, as it seems to take


away the constraint and necessity of it. It is the most
obliging sight in the world to the Roman soldier to see a


commander eat the same bread as himself, or lie upon an


ordinary bed, or assist the work in the drawing a trench


and raising a bulwark. For they do not so much admire


those that confer honors and riches upon them, as those


that partake of the same labor and danger with them-


selves ; but love them better that will vouchsafe to join


in their work, than those that encourage their idle-


ness.


Marius thus employed, and thus winning the affRction.'^
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of the soldiers, before long filled both Africa and Rome
with his fame, and some, too, wrote home from the army
that the war with Africa would never be brought to a con-


clusion, unless they chose Caius Marius consul. All which


was evidently unpleasing to Metellus ; but what more
especially grieved liim was the calamity of Turpillius.


This Turpillius had, from his ancestors, been a friend of


Metellus, and kept up a constant hospitality with him, and


was now serving in the war in command of the smiths and


carpenters of the army. Having the charge of a garrison


in Vaga, a considerable city, and trusting too much to the


inhabitants, because he treated them civilly and kindly, he


unawares fell into the enemy's hands. They received


Jugurtha into the city
;
yet nevertheless, at their request,


Turpillius was dismissed safe and without receiving any


injury ; whereupon he was accused of betraying it to the


enemy. Marius, being one of the council of Avar, was not


only violent against him himself, but also incensed most of


the others, so that Metellus was forced, much against his


will, to put him to death. Not long after the accusation


proved false, and when others were comforting Metellus,


who took heavily the loss of his friend, Marius, rather in-


sulting and arrogating it to himself, boasted in all com-


panies that he had involved Metellus in the guilt of putting


his friend to death.


Henceforward they were at open variance; and it is re-


ported that Metellus once, when Marius was present, said


insultingly, " You, sir, design to leave us to go home and
stand for the consulship, and will not be content to wait


and be consul with this boy of mine ? " Metellus's son be-


ing a mere boy at the time. Yet for all this Marius being


very importunate to be gone, after several delays, he was
dismissed about twelve days before the election of consuls


;


and performed that long journey from the camp to the sea-


port of Utica, in two days and a night, and there doing


sacrifice "befot© he went on sbipbofirdj it is said the augur
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told him that heaven promised him some incredible good


fortune, and such as was beyond all expectation. Marius,


not a little elated with this good omen, began his voyage,


and in four days, with a favorable wind, passed the sea


;


he was welcomed with great joy by the people, and being


brought into the assembly by one of the tribunes, sued for


the consulship, inveighing in all ways against Metellus,


and promising either to slay Jugurtha or take him alive.


He was elected triumphantly, and at once proceeded to


levy soldiers contrary both to law and custom, enlisting


slaves and poor people ; whereas former commanders never


accepted of such, but bestowed arms, like other favors, as


a matter of distinction, on persons who had the proper


qualification, a man's property being thus a sort of security


for his good behavior. These were not the only occasions


of ill-will against Marius ; some haughty speeches, uttered


with great arrogance and contempt, gave great offence to


the nobility ; as, for example, his saying that he had car-


ried off the consulship as a spoil from the effeminacy of the


wealthy and high-born citizens, and telling the people that


he gloried in wounds he had himself received for them, as


much as others did in the monuments of dead men, and
images of their ancestors. Often speaking of the com-


manders that had been unfortunate in Africa, naming
Bestia, for example, and Albinus, men of very good families,


but unfit for war, and who had miscarried through want
of experience, he asked the people about him, if they did


not think that the ancestors of these nobles had much
rather have left a descendant like him, since they them-


selves grew famous not by nobility, but by their valor and
great actions *? This he did not say merely out of vanity


and arrogance, or that he were willing, without any advan-


tage, to offend the nobility ; but the people always delight-


ing in affronts and scurrilous contumelies against the sen-


ate, making boldness of speech their measure of greatness


of spirit, continually encouraged hiin in itj and strengthened
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his inclination not to spare persons of repute, so he mip^ht


gratify the multitude.


As soon as he arrived again in Africa, Metellus, no


longer able to control his feeHiigs of jealousy, and his in-


dignation that now wlien he had really finished the war,


and nothing was left but to secure the person of Jugur-


tha, Marius, grown great merely through his ingratitude


to him, should come to bereave him botli of his victory


and triumph, could not bear to have any interview with


him ; but retired himself, whilst Rutilius, his lieu-


tenant, surrendered up the army to Marius, whose con-


duct, however, in the end of the war, met with some sort


of retribution, as Sylla deprived him of the glory of the


action as he had done Metellus. I shall state the circum-


stances briefly here, as they are given at large in the life of


Sylla. Bocchus was king of the more distant barbarians,


and was father-in-law to Jugurtha, yet sent him little or


no assistance in his war, professing fears of his unfaithful-


ness, and really jealous of his growing power ; but after


Jugurtha fled, and in his distress came to him as his last


hope, he received him as a suppliant, rather because


ashamed to do otherwise, than out of real kindness ; and


when he had him in his power, he openly entreated M?,:^ius


on his behalf, and interceded for him with bol'^ words,


giving out that he would by no means deliver him. Yet
privately designing to betray him, he sent for Lucius Sylla,


quaestor to Marius, and who had on a previous occasion be-


friended Bocchus in the war. When Sylla, relying on his


word, came to him, the African began to doubt and repent


of his purpose, and for several days was unresolved with


himself, whether he should deliver Jugurtha or retain Sylla


;


at length he fixed upon his former treachery, and put


Jugurtha alive into Sylla's possession. Thus was the first


occasion given of that fierce and implacable hostility which
so nearly ruined the -whole Roman empire. For many that


envied Marius attributed the success wholly to Sylla, and
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Sylla himself got a seal made, on which was engraved


Bocchus betraying Jugurtha to him, and constantly used


it, irritating the hot and jealous temper of Marius, who was
naturally greedy of distinction, and quick to resent any


claim to share in his glory, and whose enemies took care


to promote the quarrel, ascribing the beginning and chief


business of the war to Metellus, and its conclusion to Sylla
;


that so the people might give over admiring and esteeming


Marius as the worthiest person.


But these envyings and calumnies were soon dispersed


and cleared away from Marius, by the danger that threat-


ened Italy from the west ; when the city, in great need of


a good commander, sought about whom she might set at


the helm, to meet the tempest of so great a war, no one


would have anything to say to any members of noble or


potent families who offered themselves for the consulship,


and Marius, though then absent, was elected.


Jugurtha's apprehension was only just known, when
the news of the invasion of the Teutones and Cimbri began.


The accounts at first exceeded all credit, as to the number
and strength of the approaching army, but in the end re-


port proved much inferior to truth, as they were three


hundred thousand effective fighting men, besides a far


greater number of women and children. They professed


to be seeking new countries to sustain these great multi-


tudes, and cities where they might settle and inhabit, m
the same way as they had heard the Celti before them had


driven out the Tyrrhenians, and possessed themselves of


the best part of Italy. Having had no commerce with the


southern nations, and travelling over a wide extent of


country, no man knew what people they were, or whence
they came, that thus like a cloud burst over Gaul and
Italy; yet by their gray eyes and the largeness of their


stature, they were conjectured to be some of the German
races dwelling by the northern sea ; besides that, the Ger-


mans call plunderers Cimbri.
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There are some that say, tluit the country of the Celti,


in its vast size and extent, reaelujs from the furthest sea


and tlie arctic reg-ions to tlie lal<;e M^eotis eastward, and to


that part of Scythia wliicli is near Pontus, and that tiiere


tiie nations mingle together ; tliat they did not swarm out


of tlieir country all at once, or on a sudden, but advancing


by force of arms, in the summer season, every year, in the


course of time they crossed the whole continent. And
thus, though each party had several appellations, yet the


whole army was called by the common name of Celto-


Scy thiaus. Others say that the Cimmerii, anciently known
to the Greeks, were only a small part of the nation, who
were driven out upon some quarrel among the Scythians,


and passed all along from the lake Mteotis to Asia, under


the conduct of one Lygdamis ; and that the greater and


more warlike part of them still inhabit the remotest regions


lying upon the outer ocean. These, they say, live in a dark


and woody country hardly penetrable by the sunbeams, the


trees are so close and thick, extending into the interior as


far as the Hercynian forest ; and their position on the earth


is under that part of heaven, where the pole is so elevated,


that by the declination of the parallels, the zenith of the


inhabitants seems to be but little distant from it ; and that


their days and nights being almost of an equal length, they


divide their year into one of each. This was Homer's oc-


casion for the story of Ulysses calling up the dead, and from


this region the people, anciently called Cimmerii, and after-


wards, by an easy change, Cimbri, came into Italy. All


this, however, is rather conjecture than an authentic his-


tory.


Their numbers, most writers agree, were not less, but


rather greater than was reported. They were of invincible


strength and fierceness in tlieir wars, and hurried into battle


with the violence of a devouring flame ; none could with-


stand them : all they assaulted became their prey. Several


of the greatest Roman commanders with their whole armies,
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that advanced for the defence of Transalpine Gaul, wei e in-


gloriously overthrown, and, Indeed, by their faint resistance,


chiefly gave them the impulse of marching towards Kome.
Havirjg vanquished all they had met, and found abundance


of plunder, they resolved to settle themselves nowhere till


they should have razed the city, and wasted all Italy. The
Romans, being from all parts alarmed with this news, sent


for Marius to undertake the war, and nominated him the


second time consul, though the law did not permit any one


that was absent, or that had not waited a certain time after


his first consulship, to be again created. But the people


rejected all opposers, for they considered this was not the


first time that the law gave place to the common interest


;


nor the present occasion less urgent than that when, con-


trary to law, they made Scipio consul, not in fear for the


destruction of their own city, but desiring the ruin of that


of the Carthaginians.


Thus it was decided ; and Marius, bringing over his


legions out of Africa on the very first day of January, which


the Romans count the beginning of the year, received the


consulship, and then, also, entered in triumph, showing Ju-


gurtha a prisoner to the people, a sight they had despaired


of ever beholding, nor could any, so long as he lived, hope


to reduce the enemy in Africa ; so fertile in expedients was
he to adapt himself to every turn of fortune, and so bold as


well as subtle. When, however, he was led in triumph, it


is said that he fell distracted, and when he was afterwards


thrown into prison, where some tore off his clothes by force,


and others, whilst they struggled for his golden earring,


with it pulled off the tip of his ear, and when he was, after


this, cast naked into the dungeon, in his amazement and
confusion, with a ghastly laugh, he cried out, " O Hercules


!


how cold your bath is !
" Here for six days struggling with


hunger, and to the very last minute desirous of life, he was
overtaken by the just reward of his villanies. In this triumph
was brought, as is stated, of gold three thousand and seven
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pounds weis^lit, of silver bullion five thousand seven hundred


and seventy-five, of money in gold and silver coin two hun-


dred and eighty-seven thousand drachmas. After the sol-


emnity, Marius called together the scMiate in the capitol, and


entered, whether through inadvertency or unbecoming ex-


ultation with his good fortune, in his triumphal habit ; but


presently observing the senate offended at it, went out, and


returned in his ordinary purple-bordered robe.


On the expedition he carefully disciplined and trained


his army whilst they were on their way, giving them pra(;-


tice in long marches, and running of every sort, and com-


pelling every man to carry his own baggage and prepare


his own victuals ; insomuch that thenceforward laborious


soldiers, wdio did their work silently without grumbling,


had the name of " Marius's mules." Some, however, think


the proverb had a different occasion ; that when Sci[)io


beseiged Numantia, and was careful to inspect not only


their horses and arms, but their mules and carriages too,


and see how well equipped and in what readiness each


one's was, Marius brought forth his horse which he had fed


extremely well, and a mule in better case, stronger and


gentler than those of others ; that the general was very


well pleased, and often afterwards mentioned Marius's


beasts ; and that hence the soldiers, when speaking jest-


ingly in the praise of a drudging, laborious fellow, called


him Marius's mule.


But to proceed ; very great fortune seemed to attend


Marius, for by the enemy in a manner changing their course,


and falling first upon Spain, he had time to exercise his


soldiers, and confirm their courage, and, which was most


important, to show them what he himself was. For that


fierce manner of his in command, and inexorableness in


punishing, when his men became used not to do amiss or


disobey, was felt to be wholesome and advantageous, as well


as just, and his violent spirit, stern voice, and harsh aspect,


which in a little while grew familiar to them, they esteemed
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terrible not to themselves, but only to their enemies. But


his uprightness in judging more especially pleased the


soldiers, one remarkable instance of which is as follows.


One Caius Lusius, his own nephew, had a command under


him in the array, a man not in other respects of bad char-


acter, but shamefully licentious with young men. He had
one young man under his command called Trebonius, with


whom notwithstanding many solicitations he could never


prevail. At length one night, he sent a messenger for him
and Trebonius came, as it was not lawful for him to


refuse when he was sent for, and being brought into his


tent, when Lusius began to use violence with him, he drew
his sword and ran him through. This was done whilst


Marius was absent. When he returned, he appointed Tre-


bonius a time for his trial, where, whilst many accused


him, and not any one appeared in his defence, he himself


boldly related the whole matter, and brought witness of


his previous conduct to Lusius, who had frequently offered


him considerable presents. Marius, admiring his conduct


and much pleased, commanded the garland, the usual


Roman reward of valor, to be brought, and himself crowned
Trebonius with it, as having performed an excellent action,


at a time that very much wanted such good examples.


This being told at Rome, proved no small help to Marius


towards his third consulship ; to which also conduced the


expectation of the barbarians at the summer season, the


people being unwilling to trust their fortunes with any
other general but him. However, their arrival was not so


early as was imagined, and the time of Marius's consulship


was again expired. The election coming on, and his


colleague being dead, he left the command of the army to


Manius AquiUus, and hastened to Rome, where, several


eminent persons being candidates for the consulship, Lucius


Saturninus, who more than any of the other tribunes swayed
the populace, and of whom Marius himself was very ob-


servant, exerted his eloquence with the people, advising
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them to choose Marius consul. TTo playinp;- the modest


part, and professint^ to decline the office, Saturninus called


him traitor to his country, if, in such apparent danger, he


would avoid command. And though it was not difficult


to discover that he was merely helping Marius in putting


this pretence upon the people, yet, considering that the


present juncture much required his skill, and his good


fortunes too, they voted him the fourth time consul, and


made Catulus Lutatius his colleague, a man very much
esteemed by the nobility, and not unagreeable to the com-


mons.


Marius, having notice of the enemy's approach, with all


expedition passed the Alps, and pitching his camp by


the river Rhone, took care first for plentiful supplies of


victuals : lest at any time he should be forced to fight at a


disadvantage for want of necessaries. The carriage of pro-


vision for the army from the sea, which was formerly long


and expensive, he made speedy and easy. For the mouth
of the Rhone, by the influx of the sea, being barred and


almost filled up with sand and mud mixed with clay, the


passage there became narrow, difficult, and dangerous for


the ships that brought their provisions. Hither, therefore,


bringing his army, then at leisure, he drew a great trench
;


and by turning the course of a great part of the river,


brought it to a convenient point on the shore where the


water was deep enough to receive ships of considerable


burden, and where there was a calm and easy opening to


the sea. And this still retains the name it took from him.


The enemy dividing themselves into two parts, the


Cimbri arranged to go against Catulus higher up through


the country of the ISTorici, and to force that passage ; the


Teutones and Ambrones to march against Marius by the


seaside through Liguria. The Cimbri were a considerable


time in doing their part. But the Teutones and Ambrones
with all expedition passing over the interjacent country,


soon came in sight, in numbers beyond belief, of a terrible
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aspect, and uttering strange cries and shouts. Taking up


a great part of the plain with their camp, they challenged


Marius to battle ; he seemed to take no notice of them, bu\j


kept his soldiers within their fortification, and sharply-


reprehended those that were too forward and eager to show
their courage, and who, out of passion, would needs be


fighting, calling them traitors to their country, and telling


them they w^ere not now to think of the glory of triumphs


and trophies, but rather how they might repel such an


impetuous tempest of war, and save Italy.


Thus he discoursed privately with his officers and equals,


but placed the soldiers by turns upon the bulwarks to sur-


vey the enemy, and so made them familiar with their shape


and voice, which were indeed altogether extravagant and


barbarous, and he caused them to observe their arms, and


the way of using them, so that in a little time what at first


appeared terrible to their apprehensions, by often viewing,


became familiar. For he very rationally supposed that the


strangeness of things often makes them seem formidable


when they are not so ; and that by our better acquaintance,


even things which are really terrible lose much of their


frightfulness. This daily converse not only diminished


some of the soldiers' fears, but their indignation warmed and
inflamed their courage when they heard the threats and


insupportable insolence of their enemies ; who not only


plundered and depopulated all the country round, but


would even contemptuously and confidently attack the


ramparts.


Complaints of the soldiers now began to come to Ma-
rius's ears. " What effeminacy does Marius see in us, that


te should thus like women lock us up from encountering


our enemies ? Come on, let us show ourselves men, and ask


him if he expects others to fight for Italy ; and means
merely to employ us in servile offices, when he would dig


trenches, cleanse places of mud and dirt, and turn the


course of the rivers ? It was to do such works as these, it
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seems, that he gave us all our loug trainhig; lie will return


home, and boast of these great performances of his consul-


ships to the peo[)le. Does tlie dcifeat of Carbo and Coipio,


Wiio were vanquished by the enemy, affright him V Surely


they were much inferior to Marius both in glory and valor,


and commanded a much weaker army ; at the worst, it is


better to be in action, though we suffer for it like them,


than to sit idle spectators of the destruction of our allies


and companions." Marius, not a little pleased to hear this,


gently appeased them, pretending that he did not distrust


their valor, but that he took his measures as to the time and


place of victory from some certain oracles.


And, in fact, he used solemnly to carry about in a litter, a


Syrian woman, called Martha, a supposed prophetess, and


to do sacrifice by her directions. She had formerly been


driven away by the senate, to whom she addressed herself,


offering to inform them al)out these affairs, and to foretell


future events ; and after this betook lierself to the women,


and gave them proofs of her skill, especially 3Iarius's wife,


at whose feet she sat when she was viewing a contest of


gladiators, and correctly foretold which of them should


overcome. She was for this and the like predictings sent


by her to Marius and the army, where she was very much
looked up to, and, for the most part, carried about in a litter.


When she went to sacrifice, she wore a purple robe lined


and buckled up, and had in her hand a little spear trimmed


with ribbons and garlands. This theatrical show made
many question whether Marius really gave any credit to her


himself, or only played the counterfeit, when he showed her


publicly, to impose upon the soldiers.


What, however, Alexander the Myndian relates about


the vultures, does really deserve admiration; that always


before Marius's victories there appeared two of them, and


accompanied the army, which were known by their brazen


collars (the soldiers having caught them and put these


about their necks, and bo let them gOj from whioh timq
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they in a manner knew and saluted the soldiers), and when-


ever these appeared in their marches, they used to rejoice


at it, and thought themselves sure of some success. Of the


many other prodigies that then were taken notice of, the


greater part were but of the ordinary stamp ; it was, how-


ever, reported that at Ameria and Tuder, two cities in


Italy, there were seen at nights in the sky flaming darts


and shields, now waved about, and then again clashiug


against one another, all in accordance with the postures and


motions soldiers use in fighting ; that at length one party


retreating, and the other pursuing, they all disappeared


westward. Much about the same time came Bataces, one


of Cybele's priests, from Pessinus, and reported how the


goddess had declared to him out of her oracle, that the


Romans should obtain the victory. The senate giving


credit to him, and voting the goddess a temple to be built


in hopes of the victory, Aulus Pompeius, a tribune, pre-


vented Bataces, when he would have gone and told the


people this same story, calling him impostor, and ignomini-


ously pulling him off the hustings ; which action in the end


was the main thing that gained credit for the man's story,


for Aulus had scarce dissolved the assembly, and returned


home, when a violent fever seized him, and it was matter of


universal remark, and in everybody's mouth, that he died


within a week after.


Now the Teutones, whilst Marius lay quiet, ventured to


attack his camp ; from whence, however, being encountered


with showers of darts, and losing several of their men, they


determined to march forward, hoping to reach the other


side of the Alps without opposition, and, packing up their


baggage, passed securely bj'- the Roman camp, where the


greatness of their number was especially made evident by


the long time they took in their march, for they were said


to be six days continually going on in passing Marius's


fortifications; they marched pretty near, and reviliugiy


i^ked thg B0maii§ 11 tliey -wmld send an;y svjmmands by
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them to their wives, for they would shortly be with them.


As soon as tliey were passed and had gone on a httle


distance ahead, Marius began to move, and follow them at


his leisure, always encamping at some small distance from


them; choosing also strong positions, and carefully fortify-


ing tliem, that he might quarter with safety. Thus the}''


marched till they came to the place called Sextilius's


Waters, from whence it was but a short way before being


amidst the Alps, and here Marius i)ut himself in readiness


for the encounter.


He chose a place for his camp of considera})Ie strength,


but where there was a scarcity of water; designing, it is


said, by this means, also, to put an edge on his soldiers'


courage ; and when several were not a little distressed, and


complained of thirst, pointing to a river tliat ran near


the enemy's camp; "Tliere," said he, "you may have drink,


if you will buy it with your blood.''" " Why, then," re-


plied they, "do you not lead us to them, before our blood is


dried up in us ? " He answered, in a softer tone, " Let us


first fortify our camp," and the soldiers, though not without


repining, proceeded to obey. Now a great company of


their boys and camp followers, having neither drink for


themselves nor for their horses, went down to that river


;


some taking axes and hatchets, and some, too, swords and


darts with their pitchers, resolving to have water though


they fought for it. These were first encountered by a


small party of the enemies ; for most of them had just fin-


ished bathing, and were eating and drinking, and seA'eral


were still bathing, the country thereabouts abounding in


hot springs ; so that the Romans partly fell upon them


whilst they were enjoying themselves and occupied with the


novel sights and pleasantness of the place. Upon hearing


the shouts, great numbers still joining in the fight, it


was not a little difficult for Marius to contain his soldiers,


who were afraid of losing the camp servants 3 and the


more warlike part of the ensmiggj who had oyeTtkrswsi
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Manlius and Csepio (they were called Ambrones, and were


in number, one with another, above thirty thousand), tak-


ing the alarm, leaped up and hurried to arms.


These, though they had just been gorging themselves


with food, and were excited and disordered with drink,


nevertheless did not advance with an unruly step, or in


mere senseless fury, nor were their shouts mere inarticulate


cries ; but clashing their arms in concert and keeping time


as they leapt and bounded onward, they continually re-


peated their own name, " Ambrones !
" either to encourage


one another, or to strike the greater terror into their


enemies. Of all the Italians in Marius's army, the Ligurians


were the first that charged ; and when they caught the


word of the enemy's confused shout, they, too, returned


the same, as it was an ancient name also in their country,


the Ligurians always using it when speaking of their


descent. This acclamation, bandied from one army to the


other before they joined, served to rouse and heighten their


fury, while the men on either side strove, with all possible


vehemence, the one to overshout the other.


The river disordered the Ambrones ; before they could


draw up all their army on the other side of it, the Ligurians


presently fell upon the van, and began to charge them hand


to hand. The Romans, too, coming to their assistance, and


from the higher ground pouring upon the enemy, forcibly


repelled them, and the most of them (one thrusting another


into the river) were there slain, and filled it with their


blood and dead bodies. Those that got safe over, not dar-


ing to make head, were slain by the Romans, as they fled


to their camp and wagons ; where the women meeting them
with swords and hatchets, and making a hideous outcry,


set upon those that fied as well as those that pursued, the


one as traitors, the other as enemies, and mixing themselves


with the combatants, Avuth their bare arms pulling away the


Romans' shields, and laying hold on their swords, endured


the wounds and slashing of their bodies to the very last.
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with undaunted resolution. Thus the hattlo seems to have


happened at that liver rather by accident than l)y the


desig-u of tlie generaL


After the Romans were retired from the great shaughter


of tlie Ambrones, night came on; hut the army was not


indulged, as was the usual custom, with songs of victory,


drinking in their tents, and mutual entertainments and


(wliat is most welcome to soldiers after successful fighting)


quiet sleep, hut they passed tliat niglit, above all others,


in fears and alarm. For their camp was without either


rampart or palisade, and there remained thousands upon


thousands of tlieir enemies yet unconquered ; to whom were


joined as many of the Ambrones as escaped. There were


heard from these all through the night, wild bewailings,


nothing like the sighs and groans of men, but a sort of wild-


beast-like howling and cursing joined with threats and


lamentations rising from the vast multitude, and echoed


among the neighboring hills and hollow banks of the river.


The whole plain was filled with hideous noise, insomuch


that the Romans were not a little afraid, and Marius him-


self was apprehensive of a confused tumultuous night


engagement. But the enemy did not stir either this night


or the next day, but were employed in disposing and draw-


ing themselves up to the greatest advantage.


Of this occasion Marius made good use; for there were


beyond the enemies some wooded ascents and deep valleys


thickly set with trees, whither he sent Claudius Marcellus,


secretly, with three thousand regular soldiers, giving him
orders to post them in ambush there, and show themselves


at the rear of the enemies, when the fight was begun. The
others, refreshed with victuals and sleep, as soon as it was
day he drew up before the camp, and commanded the horse


to sally out into the plain, at the sight of which the Teu-


tones could not contain themselves till the Romans should


come down and fight them on equal terms, but hastily


armmg themselves, charged in their fury up the hillside.
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Marin s, sending oiBcers to all parts, commanded his men
to stand still and keep their ground ; when they came with-


in reach, to throw their javelins, then use their swords, and


joining their shields, force them back
;
pointing out to them


that the steepness of the ground would render the enemy's


blows inefficient, nor could their shields be kept close to-


gether, the inequality of the ground hindering the stability


of their footing.


This counsel he gave them, and was the first that fol-


lowed it ; for he was inferior to none in the use of his


body, and far excelled all in resolution. The Romans
accordingly stood for their approach, and, checking them


in their advance upwards, forced them little by little to


give way and yield down the hill, and here, on the level


ground, no sooner had the Ambrones begun to restore their


van into a posture of resistance, but they found their rear


disordered. For Marcellus had not let slip the oppor-


tunity ; but as soon as the shout was raised among the


Romans on the hills, he, setting his men in motion, fell in


upon the enemy behind, at full speed, and with loud cries,


and routed those nearest him, and they, breaking the ranks


of those that were before them, filled the whole army
with confusion. They made no long resistance after they


were thus broke in upon, but having lost all order, fled.


The Romans, pursuing them, slew and took prisoners


above one hundred thousand, and possessing themselves of


their spoil, tents, and carriages, voted all that was not pur-


loined to Marius's share, which, though so magnificent a


present, yet was generally thought less than his conduct


deserved in so great a danger. Other authors give a dif-


ferent account, both about the division of the plunder and
the number of the slain. They say, however, that the


inhabitants of Massilia made fences round their vineyards


with the bones, and that the ground, enriched by the


moisture of the putrefied bodies (which soaked with the rain


of the following winter), yielded at the season a prodigious
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crop, and fully justified Archilochus, who said, that the


fallows thus are f;i,ttened. It is an observation, also, that


extraordinary rains pretty generally fall after great bat-


tles ; whether it be that some divine power thus washes


and cleanses the [jolluted earth with showers from above, or


that moist and heavy evaporations, steaming forth from


the blood and corruption, thicken the air, wliicjli naturally


is subject to alteration from the smallest causes.


After the battle, Marius chose out from amongst the


barbarians' spoils and arms, those that were whole and


handsome, and that would make the greatest show in his


triumph ; tlierest he heaped upon a large pile, and offered


a very splendid sacrifice. Whilst the army stood round


about with their arms and garlands, himself attired (as the


fashion is on such occasions) in the purple-bordered robe, and


taking a lighted torch, and with both hands lifting it up
towards heaven, he was then going to put it to the pile,


when some friends were espied with all haste coming


towards him on horseback. Upon which every one


remained m silence and expectation. They, upon their


coming up, leapt off and saluted Marius, bringing him the


news of his fifth consulship, and delivered him letters to


that effect. This gave the addition of no small joy to the


solemnity ; and while the soldiers clashed their arms and
shouted, the officers again crowned Marius with a laurel


wreath, and he thus set fire to the pile, and finished his


sacrifice.


But whatever it be, which interferes to prevent the en-


joyment of prosperity ever being pure and sincere, and still


diversifies human affairs with the mixture of good and bad,


whether fortune or divine displeasure, or the necessity of


the nature of things, within a few days Marius received


an account of his colleague, Catulus, which, as a cloud in


serenity and calm, terrified Rome with the apprehension of


another imminent storm. Catulus, who marched against


the Cimbri, despairing of being able to defend the passes
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of the Alps, lest, being compelled to divide his forces into


several parties, he should weaken himself, descended again


into Italy, and posted his army behind the river Adige


;


where he occupied the passages with strong fortifications


on both sides the river, and made a bridge, that so he might


cross to the assistance of his men on the other side, if so


be the enemy, having forced their way through the mount-


ain passes, should storm the fortresses. The barbarians,


however, came on with such insolence and contempt of


their enemies, that to show their strength and courage,


rather than out of any necessity, they went naked in the


showers of snow, and through the ice and deep snow
climbed up to the tops of the hills, and from tlience, plac-


ing their broad shields under their bodies, let themselves


slide from the precipices along their vast slippery de-


scents.


"When they had pitched their camp at a little distance


from the river, and surveyed the passage, they began to


pile it up, giant-like, tearing down the neighboring hills
;


and brouglit trees pulled up by the roots, and heaps of


earth to the river, damming up its course ; and with great


heavy materials which they rolled down the stream and


dashed against the bridge, they forced away the beams
which supported it ; in consequence of which the greatest


part of the Roman soldiers, much affrighted, left the large


camp and fled. Here Catulus showed himself a generous


and noble general, in preferring the glory of his people


before his own; for when he could not prevail with his


soldiers to stand to their colors, but saw how they all de-


serted them, he commanded his own standard to be taken


up, and running to the foremost of those that fled, he led


them forward, choosing rather that the disgrace should


fall upon himself than upon his country, and that they


should not seem to fly, but, following their captain, to make
a retreat. The barbarians assaulted and took the fortress


on the other side the Adige ; where much admiriiig the
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few Romuns there left, wlio had shown extreme courage,


and had foug-ht worthily of their country, they dismissed


tb.em upon terms, swearing them upon their brazen hull,


which was afterwards taken in the battle, and carried,


they say, to Catulus's house, as the chief trophy of vic-


tory.


Thus falling in upon the country destitute of defence,


they wasted it on all sides. Marius was presently sent for


to the city ; where, when he arrived, every one supposing


he would triumph, the senate, too, unanimously voting it,


he himself did not think it convenient : whether that he


were not willing to deprive his soldiers and officers of their


share of the glory, or that, to encourage the people in this


juncture, he would leave the honor due to his past victory


on trust, as it were, in the hands of the city and its future


fortune ; deferring it now to receive it afterwards with the


greater splendor. Having left such orders as the occasion


required, he hastened to Catulus, whose drooping spirits


he much raised, and sent for his own army from Gaul; and


as soon as it came, passing the river Po, he endeavored to


keep the barbarians out of that part of Italy which lies


south of it.


They professed they were in expectation of the Teutones,


and, saying they wondered they were so long in coming,


deferred the battle ; either that they were really ignorant


of their defeat or were willing to seem so. For they cer-


tainly much maltreated those that brought them such news,


and, sending to Marius, required some part of the country


for themselves and their brethren, and cities fit for them
to inhabit. When Marius inquired of the ambassadors w^ho


their brethren were, upon their saying the Teutones, all


that were present began to laugh ; and Marius scofiBngly an-


swered them, " Do not trouble yourself for your brethren, for


we have already provided lands for them, which they shall


possess forever." The ambassadors, understanding the


raockerv, broke into insults, and threatened that the Cimbri
26"
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would make him pay for this, and the Teutones, too, when
they came. " They are not far off," replied Mariiis, " and


it will be unkindly done of you to go away before greeting


your brethren." Saying so, he commanded the kings of the


Teutones to be brought out, as they were, in chains ; for


they were taken by the Sequani among the Alps, before


they could make their escape. This was no sooner made
known to the Cirabri, but they with all expedition came


against Marius, who then lay still and guarded his camp.


It is said, that against this battle, Marius first altered


the construction of the Roman javelins. For before, at the


place where the wood was joined to the iron, it was made
fast with two iron pins ; but now Marius let one of them
alone as it was, and pulling out the other, put a weak
wooden peg in its place, thus contriving that when it was


driven into the enemy's shield, it should not stand right


out, but the wooden peg breaking, the iron should bend,


and so the javelin should hold fast by its crooked point,


and drag. BcEorix, king of the Cirabri, came with a small


party of horse to the Roman camp, and challenged Marius


to appoint the time and place, where they might meet and


fight for the country. Marius answered, that the Romans
never consulted their enemies when to fight ; however, he


would gratify the Cimbri so far ; and so they fixed upon the


third day after, and for the place, the plain near Yercellae,


which was convenient enough for the Roman horse, and
afforded room for the enemy to display their numbers.


They observed the time appointed, and drew out theii


forces against each other. Catulus commanded twenty


thousand three hundred, and Marius thirty-two thousand,


who were placed in the two wings, leaving Catulus the


centre. Sylla, who was present at the fight, gives this ac-


count ; saying, also, that Marius drew up his army in this


order, because he expected that the armios would meet on
the wings, since it generally happens that in such extensive


fronts the centre falls back, and thus he would have the
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whole victor}' to himself and his soldiei-s, and Catulus


would not be even engaged. They tell us, also, that Catu


lus himself alleged this in vindication of liis honor, accus-


ing, in various ways, the enviousness of Marius. The in-


fantry of the Cinibri marched quietly out of their fortifiea>


tions, having their flanks equal to their front; every side


of the army taking up thirty furlongs. Their horse, that


were in number fifteen thousand, made a very splendid ap-


pearance. They wore helmets, made to resemble the heads


and ja\vs of wild beasts, and other strange shapes, and


heightening these with plumes of feathers, they made
themselves appear taller than they were. They had breast-


plates of iron, and white glittering shields ; and for their


offensive arms every one had two darts, and when they


came hand to hand, they used large and heavy swords.


The cavalry did not fall directly upon the front of the


Romans, but, turning to the right, they endeavored to draw
them on in that direction by little and little, so as to get


them between themselves and their infantry, who were


placed in the left wing. The Roman commanders soon


perceived the design, but could not contain the soldiers
;


for one happening to shout out that the enemy fled, they


all rushed to pursue them, while the whole barbarian foot


came on, moving like a great ocean. Here Marius, having


washed his hands, and lifting them up towards heaven,


vowed an hecatomb to the gods ; and Catulus, too, in the


same posture, solemnly promised to consecrate a temple to


the "Fortune of that day." They say, too, that Marius,


having the victim showed to him as he was sacrificing,


cried out with a loud voice, " The victory is mine."


However, in the engagement, according to the accounts


of Sylla and his friends, I\rarius met with what might be


called a mark of divine displeasure. For a great dust being


raised, which (as it might very probably happen) almost


covered both the armies, he, leading on his forces to the


pursuit, missed the enemy, and having passed by their
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array, moved, for a good space, up and down the field :


meanwhile the enemy, by chance, engaged with Catulus,


and the heat of the battle was chiefly with him and his men,


among whom Sylla says he was ; adding, that the Romans
had great advantage of the heat and sun that shone in the


faces of the Cimbri. For they, well able to endure cold,


and having been bred up (as we observed before) in cold


and shady countries, were overcome with the excessive


heat ; they sweated extremely, and were much out of breath,


being forced to hold their shields before their faces ; for


the battle was fought not long after the summer solstice,


or, as the Romans reckon, upon the third day before the


new moon of the month now called August, and then Sex-


tilis. The dust, too, gave the Romans no small addition to


their courage, inasmuch as it hid the enemy. For afar off


they could not discover their number ; but every one ad-


vancing to encounter those that were nearest to them, they


came to fight hand to hand, before the sight of so vast a


multitude had struck terror into them. They were so much
used to labor, and so well exercised, that in all the heat and


toil of the encounter, not one of them was observed either


to sweat, or to be out of breath ; so much so, that Catulus


himself, they say, recorded it in commendation of his


soldiers.


Here the greatest part and most valiant of the enemies


were cut in pieces ; for those that fought in the front, that


they might not break their ranks, were fast tied to one


another, with long chains put through their belts. But as


they pursued those that fled to their camp, they witnessed


a most fearful tragedy ; the women, standing in black


clothes on their wagons, slew all that fled, some their hus-


bands, some their brethren, others their fathers ; and


strangling their little children with their own hands,


threw them under the wheels, and the feet of the


cattle, and then killed themselves. They tell of one who
hung herself from the end of the pole of a wagon, with
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her children tied dangling at her lieels. The men, for


want of trees, tied themselves, some to the horns of the


oxen, others by the neck to their legs, that so pricking


them on, by the starting and springing of the beasts, they


might be torn and trodden to pieces. Yet for all they tlius


massacred themselves, above sixty thousand were taken


prisoners, and those that were slain were said to be twice


as many.


The ordinary plunder was taken by Marius's soldiers,


but the other spoils, as ensigns, trumpets, and the like, they


say, were brought to Catulus's camp ; wliich lie used for the


best argument that the victory was obtained by himself


and his army. Some dissensions arising, as was natural,


among the soldiers, the deputies from Parma, being then


present, were made judges of the controversy ; whom
Catulus's men carried about among their slain enemies,


and manifestly showed them that they were slain by their


javelins, which were known by the inscriptions, having


Catulus's name cut in the wood. ISTevertheless the whole


glory of the action was ascribed to Marius, on account of


his former victory, and under color of his present authority
;


the populace more especially styling him the third founder


of their city, as having diverted a danger no less threaten-


ing than was that when the Gauls sacked Rome ; and every


one, in their feasts and rejoicings at home with their wives


and children, made offerings and libations in honor of


" The Gods and Marius ; " and would have had him solely


have the honor of both the triumphs. However, he did not


do so, but triumphed together with Catulus, being desirous


to show his moderation even in such great circumstances


of good fortune ; besides he was not a little afraid of the


soldiers in Catulus's army, lest, if he should wholly bereave


their general of the honor, they should endeavor to hinder


him of his triumph.


Marius was now in his fifth consulship, and he sued for


his sixth in such a manner as never any man before him had
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done, even for his first ; he courted the people's favor and


ingratiated himself with the multitude by every sort of


complaisance ; not only derogating from the state and


dignity of his office, but also belying his own character, by


attempting to seem popular and obliging, for which nature


had never designed him. His passion for distinction did,


indeed, they say, make him exceedingly timorous in any


political matters, or in confronting public assemblies ; and


that undaunted presence of mind he always showed in battle


against the enemy forsook him when he was to address the


people ; he was easily upset by the most ordinary com-


mendation or dispraise. It is told of him, that having at


one time given the freedom of the city to one thousand men
of Camerinum who had behaved valiantly in this war, and


this seeming to be illegally done, upon some one or other


calling him to an account for it, he answered, that the law


spoke too softly to be heard in such a noise of war
;
yet he


himself appeared to be more disconcerted and overcome by
the clamor made in the assemblies. The need they had of


him in time of war procured him power and dignity; but in


civil affairs, wlien he despaired of getting the first place,


he was foi'ced to betake himself to the favor of the people,


never caring to be a good man, so that he were but a


great one.


He thus became very odious to all the nobility ; and above


all, he feared Metellus, who had been so ungratefully used


by him, and whose true virtue made him naturally an enemy
to those that sought infiuence with the people, not by the


honorable course, but by subservience and complaisance.


Marius, therefore, endeavored to banish him from the city,


and for this purpose he contracted a close alliance with


Glaucia and Saturninus, a couple of daring fellows, who had


the great mass of the indigent and seditious multitude at


their control ; and by their assistance he enacted various


laws, and bringing the soldiers, also, to attend the assembly,


be was enabled to overpower Metellus. And as Rutilius
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relates (in all other respects a fair and faithful authority, but,


indeed, privately an enemy to Marius), he obtained his sixth


consulship by distributing vast sums of money among the


tribes, and by this bribei-y ke[)t out Metellus, and had


Valerius Flaccus given him as his instrument, rather than


his colleague, in the consulship. The people had never


before bestowed so many consulships on any one man,


except on Valerius Corvinus only, and he, too, they say,


vv^as forty-five years between his first and last ; but Marius,


from his first, ran through five more, with one current of


good fortune.


In the last, especially, he contracted a great deal of


hatred, by committing several gross misdemeanors in com-


pliance with the desires of Saturninus ; among which was
the murder of Nonius, whom Saturninus slew because he


stood in competition with him for the tribuneship. And
when, afterwards, Saturninus, on becoming tribune,


brought forward his law for the division of lands, with a


clause enacting that the senate should publicly swear to


confirm whatever the people should vote, and not to oppose


tliem in anything, Marius, in the senate, cunningly feigned


to be against this provision, and said that he would not


take any such oath, nor would any man, he thought, who
was wise ; for if there were no ill design in the law, still it


would be an afi'ront to the senate, to be compelled to give


their approbation, and not to do it \villingly and upon per-


suasion. This, he said, not that it was agreeable to his


own sentiments, but that he might entrap Metellus beyond


any possibility of escape. For Marius, in whose ideas vir-


tue and capacity consisted largely in deceit, made very little


account of what he had openly professed to the senate;


and knowing that Metellus was one of a fixed resolution,


and, as Pindar has it, esteemed "truth the first principle


of heroic virtue," he hoped to ensnare him into a declara-


tion before the senate, and on his refusing, as he was sure


to do, afterwards to take the oath, he exj^ected to bring
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him into such odium with the people, as should never bs


wiped off. The design succeeded to his wish. As soon as


Metellus had declared that he would not swear to it, the


senate adjourned. A few days after, on Satuminus citing


the senators to make their appearance, and take the oath


before the people, Marius stepped forth, amidst a profound


silence, every one being intent to hear him, and bidding


farewell to those fine speeches he had before made in the


senate, said, that his back was not so broad that he should


think himself bound, once for all, by any opinion once


given on so important a matter ; he would willingly swear


and submit to the law, if so be it were one, a proviso which


he added as a mere cover for his effrontery. The people,


in great joy at his taking the oath, loudly clapped and


applauded him, while the nobility stood by ashamed and


vexed at his inconstancy ; but they submitted out of fear


of the people, and all in order took the oath, till it came to


Metellus's turn. But he, though his friends begged and
entreated him to take it, and not to plunge himself irre-


coverably into the penalties which Saturninus had provided


for those that should refuse it, would not flinch from his


resolution, nor swear ; but, according to his fixed custom,


being ready to suffer anything rather than do a base, un-


worthy action, he left the forum, telling those that were


with him, that to do a wrong thing is base, and to do well


where there is no danger, common ; the good man's char-


acteristic is to do so where there is danger.


Hereupon Saturninus put it to the vote, that the consuls


should place Metellus under their interdict, and forbid him
fire, water, and lodging. There were enough, too, of the


basest of people ready to kill him. Nevertheless, when
many of the better sort were extremely concerned, and
gathered about Metellus, he would not suffer them to raise


a sedition upon his account, but with this calm reflection


left the city, " Either when the posture of affairs is mended
and the people repent, I sliall be recalled, or if things
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remain in their present condition, it will be best to be


absent." But wliiit great favor and honor Metellus re-


ceived in his banishment, and in wliat manner he spent his


time at Rhodes, in philosophy, will be more fitly our sub-


ject, when we write his life.


IMarius, in return for this piece of service, was forced to


connive at Saturninus, now proceeding to the very lieight


of insolence and violence, and was, without knowing it, the


instrument of mischief beyond endurance, the only course


of which WHS through outrages and massacres to tyranny


and the subversion of the government. Standing in some


awe of the nobility, and, at the same time, eager to court


the commonalty, he Avas guilty of a most mean and dis-


honest action. When some of the great men came to him


at night to stir him up against Saturninus, at the other


door, unknown to them, he let him in ; then making the


same pretence of some disorder of body to both, he ran from


one party to the other, and staying at one time with them
and another with him, he instigated and exasperated them
one against another. At length when the senate and eques-


trian order concerted measures together, and openly mani-


fested their resentment, he did bring his soldiers into the


forum, and driving the insurgents into the capitol, and then


cutting otf the conduits, forced them to surrender by want
of water. They, in this distress, addressing themselves to


him, surrendered, as it is termed, on the public faith. He
did his utmost to save their lives, but so wholly in vain,


that when they came down into the forum, they were all


basely murdered. Thus he had made himself equally odi-


ous both to the nobility and commons, and when the time


was come to create censors, though he was the most obvi-


ous man, yet he did not petition for it ; but fearing the dis-


grace of being repulsed, permitted others, his inferiors, to


be elected, though he pleased himself by giving out, that


he was not willing to disoblige too many by undertaking a


severe inspection into their lives and conduct.
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There was now an edict preferred to recall Metellus from


banishment ; this he vigorously, but in vain, opposed both


by word and deed, anc? was at length obliged to desist.


The people unanimously voted for it ; and he, not able to


endure the sight of Metellus's return, made a voyage to


Cappadocia and Galatia
;
giving out that he had to perform


the sacrifices, which he had vowed to Cybele ; but actuated


really by other less apparent reasons. For, in fact, being


a man altogether ignorant of civil life and ordinary politics,


he received all his advancement from war ; and supposing


his power and glory would by little and little decrease by


his lying quietly out of action, he was eager by every means


to excite some new commotions, and hoped that by setting


at variance some of the kings, and by exasperating Mithri-


dates, especially, who was then apparently making prepar-


ations for war, he himself should be chosen general against


him, and so furnish the city with new matter of triumph,


and his own house with the plunder of Pontus, and the


riches of its king. Therefore, though Mithridates enter-


tained him with all imaginable attention and respect, yet


he was not at all wrought upon or softened by it ; but said,


" O king, either endeavor to be stronger than the Romans,


or else quietly submit to their commands." With which


he left Mithridates, as he indeed had often heard the fame
of the bold speaking of the Romans, but now for the first


time experienced it.


When Marius returned again to Rome, he built a house


close by the forum, either, as he himself gave out, that he


was not willing his clients should be tired with going far,


or that he imagined distance was the reason why more did


not come. This, however, was not so ; the real reason was,


that, being inferior to others in agreeableness of conversa-


tion and the arts of political life, like a mere tool and
implement of war, he was thrown aside in time of peace.


Amongst all those whose brightness eclipsed his giory, he


was most incensed against Sylla, who had owed bis rise ta
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the hatred whicli the iiohility bore IMarius ; rnid had made
his disagreeiucut with hiin the one principle of liis political


life. When Bocchus, king of Nur/iidia, who was styled the


associate of the Konians, dedicated some fignres of Victoiy


in the capitol, and with them a representation in gold of


himself delivering Jugurtha to Sylla, Marius npon tliis was


almost distracted with rage and ambition, as tliongli Sylla


had arrogated this honor to himself, and endeavored forcibly


to pulldown these presents; Sylla, on the other side, as


vigorously resisted him ; but the Social Why, then on a


sudden threatening the city, put a stop to this sedition,


when just ready to l^reak out. For the most warlike and


best-peopled countries of all Italy formed a confederacy


together against Eome, and were within a little of subvert-


ing the empire ; as they were indeed strong, not only in


their weapons and the valor of their soldiers, but stood


nearly upon equal terms with the Romans, as to the skill


and daring of their commanders.


As much glory and power as this war, so various in its


events and so uncertain as to its success, conferred upon
Sylla, so much it took away from Marius, who was thought


tardy, unenterprising, and timid, whether it were that his age


was now quenching his former heat and vigor (for he was
above sixty-tive years old), or that having, as he himself


said, some distemper that affected his muscles, and his body


being unfit for action, he did service above his strength.


Yet, for all this, he came off victor in a considerable battle,


wherein he slew six thousand of the enemies, and never


once gave them any advantage over him ; and when he was
surrounded by the works of the enemy, he contained him-


self, and though insulted over, and challenged, did not yield


to the provocation. The story is told that when Publius


Silo, a man of the greatest repute and authority among the


enemies, said to him, " If you are indeed a great general,


Marius, leave your camp and fight a battle," he replied, " If


you are one, make me do so." And another time, when thg
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enemy gave them a good opportunity of a battle, and the


Romans through fear durst not charge, so that both parties


retreated, he called an assembly of his soldiers, and said,


"It is no small question whether I should call the enemies


or you the greater cowards, for neither did they dare to


face your backs, nor you to confront theirs." At length


professing to be worn out with the infirmity of his body,


he laid down his command.


Afterwards when the Italians were worsted, there were


several candidates suing with the aid of the popular leaders


for the chief command in the war with Mithridates. Sulpi-


cius, tribune of the people, a bold and confident man, con-


trary to everybody's expectation, brought forward Marius,


and proposed him as proconsul and general in that war.


The ]3eople were divided ; some were on Marius's side,


others voted for Sylla, and jeeringly bade Marius go to the


baths at BaisB, to cure his body, worn out, as himself con-


fessed, with age and catarrhs, Marius had indeed, there,


about Misenum, a villa more effeminately and luxuriously


furnished than seemed to become one that had seen service


in so many and great wars and expeditions. This same


house Cornelia bought for seventy-five thousand drachmas,


and not long after Lucius Lucullus, for two million five


hundred thousand ; so rapid and so great was the growth


of Roman sumptuosity. Yet, in spite of all this, out


of a mere boyish passion for distinction, affecting to


shake off his age and weakness, he went down daily to


the Campus Martius, and exercising himself with the


youth, showed himself still nimble in his armor, and
expert in riding ; though he was undoubtedly grown
bulky in his old age, and inclining to excessive faintness


and corpulency.


Some people were pleased with this, and went continually


to see him competing and displaying himself in these exer-


cises ; but the better sort that saw him pitied the cupidity


^nd ambition that made one who had risen from utter
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poverty to extreme we;iltli, and out of nothing into great-


ness, unwilling to admit any limit to his high fortune, or


to be content with being admired, and quietly enjoying


what he had already got; why, as if he si ill wavo indigent,


should he at so great an age leave his gloiy and liis


triumphs to go into Cappadoeia and the Euxine Sea, to


fight Aruhelaus and Neoptolemus, Mithridates's generals?


Marius's pretences for this action of his seemed very


ridiculous ; for he said he wanted to go and teach his son


to be a general.


The condition of the city, which had long been unsound


and diseased, became hopeless now that Marius found so


opportune an instrument for the public destruction as


Sulpicius's insolence. This man professed, hi all other


respects, to admire and imitate Saturninus; only he found


fault with him for backwardness and want of spirit in his


designs. He, therefore, to avoid this fault, got six hundred


of the equestrian order about him as his guard, whom he


named anti-senators ; and with these confederates he set


upon the consuls, whilst they were at the assembly, and


took the son of one of them who fled from the forum, and


slew him. Sylla, being hotly pursued, took refuge in


Marius's house, which none could suspect, by that means
escaping those that sought him, who hastily passed by


there, and, it is said, was safely conveyed by Marius him-


self out at the other door, and came to the camp. Yet
Sylla, in his memoirs, positively denies that he fied to


jMarius, saying he was carried thither to consult upon the


matters to which Sulpicius would have forced him, against


his will, to consent; that he, surrounding him with drawn
swords, hurried him to Marius, and constrained him thus,


till he went thence to the forum and removed, as they


required him to do, the interdict on business.


Sulpicius, having thus obtained the mastery, decreed the


command of the army to Marius, who proceeded to make
preparations for his march, and sent two tribunes to receive
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the charge of the army from Sylla. Sylla hereupon


exasperating his soldiers, who were about thirty-five


thousand full-armed men, led them towards Rome. First


falling upon the tribunes Marius had sent, they slew them


;


Marius having done as much for several of Sylla's friends in


Rome, and now offering their freedom to the slaves on


condition of their assistance in the war ; of whom, however,


they say, there were but three who accepted his proposal.


For some small time he made head against Sylla's assault,


but was soon overi^owered and fled ; those that were with


him, as soon as he had escaped out of the city, were dis-


persed, and night coming on, he hastened to a country-


house of his, called Solonium. Hence he sent his son to


some neighboring farms of his father-in-law, Mucins, to


provide necessaries ; he went himself to Ostia, where his


friend Numerius had prepared him a ship, and hence, not


staying for his son, he took with him his son-in-law


Granius, and weighed anchor.


Young Marius, coming to Mucius's farms, made his prep-


arations ; and the day breaking, was almost discovered by


the enemy. For there came thither a party of horse that


suspected some such matter ; but the farm steward, fore-


seeing their approach, hid Marius in a cart full of beans,


then yoking in his team and driving toward the city, met
those that were in search of him. Marius, thus conveyed


home to his wife, took with him some necessaries, and came
at night to the seaside ; where, going on board a ship that


was bound for Africa, he went away thither. Marius, the


father, when he had put to sea, with a strong gale passing


along the coast of Italy, was in no small apprehension of


one Geminius, a great man at Terracina, and his enemy;
and therefore bade the seamen hold off from that place.


They were indeed willing to gratify him, but the wind now
blowing in from the sea and making the waves swell to a


great height, they were afraid the ship would not be able


to weather out the storm, and Marius, too, being indisposec!
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and sea-sick, they nnide for land, and not mthout some dif-


ficulty reached the shore near Circeium.


The storm now increasing and their victuals failing, they


left their sliip and wandered up and down without any


certain purpose, simply as in great distresses people shun


the present as the greatest evil, and rely upon the hopes of


uncertainties. For the land and sea were both equally un-


safe for them ; it was dangerous to meet with people, and


it was no less so to meet with none, on account of their


want of necessaries. At length, though late, they lighted


upon a few poor shepherds, that had not anything to relieve


them ; hut knowing Marius, advised him to depart as soon


as might be, for they had seen a little beyond that place a


party of horse that were gone in search of him. Finding


himself in a great strait, especially because those that


attended him were not able to go further, being spent with


their long fasthig, for the present he turned aside out of


the road, and hid himself in a thick wood, where he passed


the night in great wretchedness. The next day, pinched


with hunger, and willing to make use of the little strength


he had, before it were all exhausted, he travelled by the


seaside, encouraging his companions not to fall away from


him before the fulfilment of his final hopes, for which, in


reliance on some old predictions, he professed to be sustain-


ing himself. For when he was yet but very young, and


lived in the country, he caught in the skirt of his garment


an eagle's nest, as it was falling, in which were seven young


ones, which his parents seeing and much admiring, con-


sulted the augurs about it, who told them he should be-


come the greatest man in the world, and that the fates had


decreed he should seven times be possessed of the supreme


power and authority. Some are of opinion that this really


happened to Marius, as we have related it; others say, that


those who then and through the rest of his exile heard him


tell these stories, and believed him, have merely repeated


a story that is altogether fabulous j for an eagle never
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hatches more than two ; and even Musseus was deceived,


who, speaking of the eagle, says that,


—


She lays three eggs, hatches two, and rears one.


However this be, it is certain Marius, in his exile and


greatest extremities, would often say, that he should attain


a seventh consulship.


When Marius and his company were now about twenty


furlongs distant from Minturnse, a city in Italy, they espied


a troop of horse making up toward them with all speed, and


by chance, also, at the same time, two ships under sail.


Accordingly, they ran every one with what speed and


strength they could to the sea, and plunging into it swam to


the ships. Those that were with Granius, reaching one of


them, passed over to an island opposite, called ^naria ; Ma-
rius himself, whose body was heavy and unwieldy, was with


great pains and difficulty kept above the water by two serv-


ants, and put into the other ship. The soldiers were by this


time come to the seaside, and from thence called out to the


seamen to put to shore, or else to throw out Marius, and then


they might go whither they would. Marius besought them
with tears to the contrary, and the masters of the ship,


after frequent changes, in a short space of time, of their


purpose, inclining, first to one, then to the other side, resolved


at length to answer the soldiers, that they would not give


up Marius. As soon as they had ridden off in a rage, the


seamen, again changing their resolution, came to land, and


casting anchor at the mouth of the river Liris, where it


overflows and makes a marsh, they advised him to land,


refresh himself on shore, and take some care of his discom-


posed body, till the wind came fairer ; which, said they,


will happen at such an hour, when the wind from the sea


"o'ill calm, and that from the marshes rise, Marius, follow-


ing their advice, did so, and when the seamen had set him
on shore, he laid him down in an adjacent field, suspecting


nothing less than what was to befall him. They, as soon
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as they had got into the ship, weig'lied anclior and departed,


as tliinking it neither honorable to deUver Marius into tlie


hands of those tliat sought him, nor safe to protect him.


lie thus, deserted by all, lay a good while silently on the


shore ; at length collecting himself, he advanced with pain


and difficulty, without any path, till, wading through deep


bogs and ditches full of water and mud, he came upon the


hut of an old man that worked in the fens, and falling at


his feet besought him to assist and preserve one who, if he


escaped the present danger, would make him returns beyond


his expectation. The poor man, whether he had formerly


known him, or were then moved with his superior aspect,


told him that if he wanted only rest, his cottage would be


convenient ; but if he were flying from anybody's search,


he would hide him in a more retired place. Marius desir-


ing him to do so, he carried him into the fens and bade him
hide himself in an hollow place by the river-side, where he


laid upon him a great many reeds, and other things that


were light, and would cover, but not oppress him. But
within a very short time he was disturbed with a noise and
tumult from the cottage, for Geminius had sent several


from Terracina in pursuit of him ; some of whom happen-


ing to come that way, frightened and threatened the old


man for having entertained and hid an enemy of the


Romans. Whereupon Marius, arising and stripping him-


self, plunged into a puddle full of thick muddy water ; and
even there he could not escape their search, but was pulled


out covered with mire, and carried away naked to Minturnse


and delivered to the magistrates. For there had been orders


sent through all the towns, to make public search for


Marius, and if they found him to kill him ; however, the


magistrates thought convenient to consider a little better of


it first, and sent him prisoner to the house of one Fannia.


This woman was supposed not very well affected towards


him upon an old account. One Tinnius had formerly mar-


ried this Fannia ; fromwhom she afterwards, being divorced,


27
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demanded her portion, which was considerable, but her


husband accused her of adultery ; so the controversy was


brought before Marius in his sixth consulship. When the


case was examined thoroughly, it appeared both that Fannia


had been incontinent, and that her husband knowing her


to be so, had married and lived a considerable time with


her. So that Marius was severe enough with both, com-


manding him to restore her portion, and laying a fine of


four copper coins upon her by way of disgrace. But Fannia


did not then behave like a woman that had been injured,


but as soon as she saw Marius, remembered nothing less


than old affronts ; took care of him according to her ability,


and comforted him. He made her his returns and told her


he did not despair, for he had met with a lucky omen,


which was thus. When he was brought to Fannia's house,


as soon as the gate was opened, an ass came running out


to drink at a spring hard by, and giving a bold and en-


couraging look, first stood still before him, then brayed


aloud and pranced by him. From which Marius drew his


conclusion, and said, that the fates designed his safety,


rather by sea than land, because the ass neglected his dry


fodder, and turned from it to the water. Having told


Fannia this story, he bade the chamber door to be shut and


went to rest


Meanwhile the magistrates and councillors of MinturnsB


consulted together, and determined not to delaj^ any longer,


but immediately to kill Marius ; and when none of their


citizens durst undertake the business, a certain soldier, a


Gaulish or Cimbrian horseman (the story is told both ways),


went in with his sword drawn to him. The room itself


was not very light, that part of it especially where he then


lay was dark, from whence Marius's eyes, they say, seemed
to the fellow to dart out flames at him, and a loud voice to


say, out of the dark, " Fellow, darest thou kill Caius


Marius ? " The barbarian hereupon immediately fled, and
leaving his sword in the place, rushed out of doors, crying
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only thiui, " I cannot kill Caius Marins." At wijich they


were all at first astonished, and presently began to feel


pity, and remorse, and anger at themselves for making so


unjust and nngratcfiil a decree against one who had pre-


served Italy, and whom it was bad enough not to assist.


"Let him go," said they, "where he please to banishment,


and find his fate somewhere else ; we only entreat pardon


of the gods for thrusting Marius distressed and deserted


out of our city."


Impelled by thoughts of this kind, they went in a body


into the room, and taking him amongst them, conducted


him towards the seaside ; on his way to which, though


every one was very officious to him, and all made what


haste they could, yet a considerable time was likely to be


lost. For the grove of Marica (as she is called), which the


people hold sacred and make it a point of religion not to


let anything that is once carried into it be taken out, lay


just in their road to the sea, and if they should go round


about, they must needs come very late thither. At length


one of the old men cried out and said, there was no place


so sacred, but they might pass through it for Marius's


preservation ; and thereupon, first of all, he himself, taking


up some of the baggage that was carried for his accommo-


dation to the ship, passed through the grove, all the rest


immediately, with the same readiness, accompanying him.


And one Belseus (who afterwards had a picture of these


things drawn, and put it in a temple at the place of em-


barkation), having by this time provided him a ship,


Marius went on board, and hoisting sail, was by fortune


thrown upon the island ^naria, where meeting with


Granius, and his other friends, he sailed with them for


Africa. But their water failing them in the way, they


were forced to put in near Eryx, in Sicily, where was a


Roman qusestor on the watch, who all but captured Marius


himself on his landing, and did kill sixteen of his retinue


that went to fetch water. Marius, with all expedition
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loosing thence, crossed the sea to the isle of Meninix, where


he first heard the news of his son's escape with Cethegus,


and of his going to implore the assistance of Hiempsal,


king of Numidia.


With this news, being somewhat comforted, he ventured


to pass from that isle towards Carthage. Sextilius, a


Roman, was then governor in Africa ; one that had never


received either any injury or any kindness from Marius
;


but who from compassion, it was hoped, might lend him
some help. But he was scarce got ashore with a small


retinue, when an officer met him, and said, " Sextilius, the


governor, forbids you, Marius, to set foot in Africa ; if you


do, he says he will put the decree of the senate in execu-


tion, and treat you as an enemy to the Romans." When
Marius heard this, he wanted words to express his grief


and resentment, and for a good while held his peace, look-


ing sternly upon the messenger, who asked him what he


should say, or what answer he should return to the gov-


ernor y Marius answered him with a deep sigh :
" Go tell


him that you have seen Caius Marius sitting in exile among
the ruins of Carthage ;


" appositely applying the example of


the fortune of that city to the change of his own condition.


In the interim, Hiempsal, king of Numidia, dubious of


what he should determine to do, treated young Marius and


those that were with him very honorably ; but when they


had a mind to depart, he still had some pretence or other


to detain them, and it was manifest he made these delays


upon no good design. However, there happened an accident


that made well for their preservation. The hard fortune


which attended young Marius, who was of a comely aspect,


touched one of the king's concubines, and this pity of hers


was the beginning and occasion of love for him. At first


he declined the woman's solicitations, but when he perceived


that there was no other way of escaping, and that her


oliers were more serious than for the gratification of in*


temperate passion, he accepted her kindness, and she find
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ing means to convey them away, he escaped with his


friends and fled to his fatlier. As soon as they had saluted


each other, and were going hy the seaside, tiiey saw some


scorpions fighting, which Marius took for an ill omen,


whereupon they immediately went on board a httle fisher-


boat, and made towards Cercinas, an island not far distant


from the continent. They had scarce put off from shore


when they espied some horse, sent after them by the king,


with all speed malting towards that very place from which


they were just retired. And Marius thus escaped a danger,


it might be said, as great as any he ever incurred.


At Rome news came that Sylla was engaged Avith Mithri-


dates's generals in Bceotia ; the consuls, from factious oppo-


sition, were fallen to downright fighting, wherein Octavius


prevailing, drove Cinna out of the city for attempting des-


potic government, and made Cornelius Merula consul in his


stead ; while Cinna, raising forces in other parts of Italy,


carried the war against them. As soon as Marius heard of


this he resolved, with all expedition, to put to sea again,


and taking with him from Africa some Mauritanian horse,


and a few of the refugees out of Italy, all together not above


one thousand, he, with this handful, began his voyage.


Arriving at Telamon, in Etruria, and coming ashore, he


proclaimed freedom for the slaves; and many of the coun«


trymen, also, and shepherds thereabouts, who were already


freemen, at the hearing his name, flocked to him to the sea-


side. He persuaded the youngest and strongest to join


him, and in a small time got together a competent force


with which he filled forty ships. Knowing Octavius to be


a good man and willing to execute his office with the great-


est justice imaginable, and Cinna to be suspected by Sylla,


and in actual warfare agamst the established government,


he determined to join himself and his forces with the latter.


He therefore sent a message to him, to let him know that


he was ready to obey him as consul.


When Cinna had joyfully received his offer, naming
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him proconsul, and sending Iiim the fasces and other en-


signs of authority, he said that grandeur did not become


his present fortune ; but wearing an ordinary habit, and still


letting his hair grow as it had done, from that very day he


first went into banishment, and being now above three-


score and ten years old, he came slowly on foot, designing


to move people's compassion ; which did not prevent, how-


ever, his natural fierceness of expression from still predom.


inating, and his humiliation still let it appear that he was


not so much dejected as exasperated, by the change of his


condition. Having saluted Cinna and the soldiers, he im-


mediately prepared for action, and soon made a considerable


alteration in the posture of affairs. He first cut off the pro-


vision ships, and plundering all the merchants, made him-


self master of the supplies of corn ; then bringing his navy


to the seaport towns, he took them, and at last, becoming


master of Ostia by treachery, he pillaged that town, and


slew a multitude of the inhabitants, and, blocking up the


river, took from the enemy all hopes of supply by the sea


;


then marched with his army toward the city, and posted


himself upon the hill called Janiculum.


The public interest did not receive so great damage from


Octavius's unskilfulness in his management of affairs, as


from his omitting needful measures, through too strict ob-


servance of the law. As when several advised him to make
the slaves free, he said that he would not give slaves the


privilege of the country from which he then, in defence of


the laws, was driving away Marcus. When Metellus, son


to that Metellus who was general In the war in Africa,


.
and afterwards banished through Marius's means, came to


Rome, behig thought a much better commander than Oc-


tavius, the soldiers, deserting the consul, came to him and


desired him to take the command of them and preserve


the city ; that they, when they had got an experienced val-


iant commander, should fight courageously, and come off


conquerors. But when Metellus, offended at it, commanded
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them angrily to return to the consnl, they revolted to tlio


enemy. Metellus, too, seeing the city in a desperate con-


dition, left it ; but a company of Chaldseans, sacrificers,


and interpreters of the Sibyl's books, persuaded Octavius


that thing's could turn out happily, and kept him at Rome.
lie ^yas, indeed, of all the Romans the most upright and


just, and maintained the honor of the consulate, without


cringing or compliance, as strictly in accordance with an-


cient laws and usages, as though they had been immutable


mathematical truths ; and yet fell, I know not how, into


some weaknesses, giving more observance to fortune-tellers


and diviners, than to men skilled in civil and military


affairs. Fie therefore, before Marius entered the city, was
pulled down from the rostra, and murdered by those that


were sent before by Marius ; and it is reported there was
a Chaidsean writing found in his gown, when he was slain.


And it seemed a thing very unaccountable, that of two
famous generals, Marius should be often successful by the


observing divinations, and Octavius ruined by the same
means.


When affairs were in this posture, the senate assembled,


and sent a deputation to Cinna and Marius, desiring them
to come into the city peaceably and spare the citizens.


Cinna, as consul, received the embassy, sitting in the curule


chair, and returned a kind answer to the messengers


;


Marius stood by him and said nothing, but gave sufiBcient


testimony, by the gloominess of his countenance and the


sternness of his looks, that he would in a short time fill the


city with blood. As soon as the council arose, they went


toward the city, where Cinna entered with his guards, but


Marius stayed at the gates, and, dissembling his rage, pro-


fessed that he was then an exile and banished his country


by course of law; that if his presence were necessary, they


must, by a new decree, repeal the former act by which he


was banished : as though he were, indeed, a religious ob-


server of the laws, and as if he were returning to a city







424 PlUTARCW S LIVES.


free from fear or oppression. ITereupon the people were


assembled, but before three or four tribes had given their


votes, throwing up his pretences and his legal scruples


about his banishment, he came into the city with a select


guard of the slaves who had joined him, whom he called


Bardysei. These proceeded to murder a number of citizens,


as he gave command, partly by word of mouth, partly by


the signal of his nod. At length Ancharius, a senator,


and one that had been prsetor, coming to Marius, and not


being re-saluted by him, they with their drawn swords slew


him before Marius's face; and henceforth this was their


token, immediately to kill all those who met Marius and


saluting him were taken no notice of, nor answered with


the like courtesy ; so that his very friends were not with-


out dreadful apprehensions and horror, whensoever they


came to speak with him.


When they had now butchered a great number, Cinna


grew more remiss and cloyed with murders ; but Marius's


rage continued still fresh and unsatisfied, and he daily


sought for all that were any way suspected by him. Now
was every road and every town filled with those that pur-


sued and hunted them that fled and hid themselves ; audit


was remarkable that there was no more confidence to be


placed, as things stood, either in hospitality or friendship
;


for there were found but a very few that did not betray


those that fled to them for shelter. And thus the serv-


ants of Cornutus deserve the greater praise and admira-


tion, who, having concealed their master in the house, took


the body of one of the slain, cut off the head, put a gold


ring on the finger, and showed it to Marius's guards, and


buried it with the same solemnity as,if it had been their own
master. This trick was perceived by nobody, and so Corn-


utus escaped, and was conveyed by his domestics into Gaul.


Marcus Antonius, the orator, though he, too, found a true


friend, had ill-fortune. The man was but poor and a ple-


beian, and as he was entertaining a man of the greatest
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rank in Rome, trying to provide for liini with the best ho


could, he sent his servant to get some wine of a neighbor-


hig vintner. The servant carefully tasting it and bidding


him draw better, the fellow asked him what was the mat-


ter, that he did not buy new and ordinary wine as he used


to do, but richer and of a greater price ; he without any


designs told him, as his old friend and acqu;iintance, that


his master entertained IVhircus Antonius, who was con-


cealed with him. The villanous vintner, as soon as the


servant was gone, went himself to Marins, then at supper,


and being brought into his presence, told him he would de-


liver Antonius into his hands. As soon as he heard it, it


is said he gave a great shout, and clapped his hands for


joy, and had very nearly risen up and gone to the place


himself; but being detained by his friends, he sent Annius,


and some soldiers with him, and commanded him to bring


Antonius's head to him with all speed. When they came
to the house, Annius stayed at the door, and the soldiers


went upstairs into the chamber; where, seeing Antonius,


they endeavored to shuffle off the murder from one another


;


for so great it seems were the graces and charms of his


oratory, that as soon as he began to si">eak and beg his life,


none of them durst touch or so much as look upon him


;


but hanging down their heads, every one fell a-weeping.


When their stay seemed something tedious, Annius came


up himself and found Antonius discoursing, and the sol-


diers astonished and quite softened by it, and calling them


cowards, went himself and cut off his head.


Catulus Lutatius, who was colleague with Marius, and


his partner in the triumph over the Cimbri, when Marius


replied to those that interceded for him and begged his


life, merely with the words, " He must die," shut himself


up in a room, and making a great fire, smothered himself.


When maimed and headless carcasses were now frequently


thrown about and trampled upon in the streets, people


were not so much moved with compassion at the sight, as
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struck into a kind of horror and consternation. The out-


rao;es of those that were called Bardysei was the greatest


grievance. Thes-e murdered the masters of families in their


own houses, abused their children, and ravished their wives,


and were uncontrollable in their rapine and murders, till


those of Cinna's and Sertorius's party, taking counsel


together, fell upon them in the camp and killed them


every man.


In the interim, as if a change of wind was coming on,


there came news from all parts that Sylla, having put an


end to the war with Mithridates, and taken possession of


the provinces, was returning into Italy with a great army.


This gave some small respite and intermission to these un-


speakable calamities. Marius and his friends believing war


to be close at hand, Marius was chosen consul the seventh


time, and appearing on the very calends of January, the


beginning of the year, threw one Sextus Lucinus from the


Tarpeian precipice ; an omen, as it seemed, portending the


renewed misfortunes both of their party and of the city


Marius, himself now worn out with labor and sinking under


the burden of anxieties, could not sustain his spirits, which


shook within him with the apprehension of a new war and


fresh encounters and dangers, the formidable character ot


which he knew by his own experience. He was not now
to hazard the war with Octavius or Merula, commanding
an inexperienced multitude or seditious rabble ; but Sylla


himself was approaching, the same who had formerly


banished him, and since that, had driven Mithridates as


far as the Euxine Sea.


Perplexed with such thoughts as these, and callir g to


mind his banishment, and the tedious wanderings and


dangers he underwent, both by sea and land, he fell into


despondency, nocturnal frights, and unquiet sleep, atiu


fancying that he heard some one telling him, that


-the lion's ialr


Is dangerous, though the lion be not tjier^
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Above all things fearing to lie awake, he gave himself up
to drinking dccj) and besotting himself at night in a way
most unsuitable to his age; by all means provoking sleep,


as a diversion to his thoughts. At lengtli, on the ai'rival of


a messenger from the sea, he was seized with new alarms,


and so what with his fear for the future, and what witli


the burden and satiety of the present, on some slight pre-


disposing cause, he fell into a pleurisy, as Posidonius the


philosopher relates, who says he visited and conversed Mith


him when he was sick, about some business relating to his


embassy, Caius Piso, an historian, tells us, that ;;\[arius,


walking after supper with his friends, fell into a conversa-


tion with them about his past life, and after reckoning up
the several changes of his condition, that from the begin-


ning had happened to him, said, that it did not become a


prudent man to trust himself an}'' longer with fortune
;


and, thereupon taking leave of those that were with him,


he kept his bed seven days, and then died.


Some say his ambition betrayed itself openly iu his sick-


ness, and that he ran into an extravagant frenzy, fancying


himself to be general in the war against Mithridates, throw-


ing himself into such postures and motions of his body as


he had formerly used when he was in battle, with frequent


shoats and loud cries. With so strong and invincible a


desire of being employed in that business had he been pos-


sessed through his pride and emulation. Though he had
now lived seventy years, and was the first man that ever


was chosen seven times consul, and had an establishment


and riches suflQcient for many kings, he yet complained oi


his ill fortune, that he must now die before he had attained


what he desired. Plato, when he saw his death approach-


ing, thanked the guiding providence and fortune of his life,


first, that he was born a man and a Grecian, not a barbarian


or a brute, and next, that he happened to live in Socrates's


age. And so, indeed, they say Antipater of Tarsus, in like


manner, at his death, calling to mind the happiness that he
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had enjoyed, did not so much as omit his prosperous voyage


to Athens ; thus recognizing every favor of his indulgent


fortune with the greatest acknowledgments, and carefully


saving ail to the last in that safest of human treasure-


chambers, the memory. Unmindful and thoughtless per-


sons, on the contrary, let all that occurs to them slip away
from them as time passes on. Retaining and preserving


nothing, they lose the enjoyment of their present prosperity


by fancying something better to come ; whereas by fortune


we may be prevented to this, but that cannot be taken from


us. Yet they reject their present success, as though it did


not concern them, and do nothing but dream of future un-


certainties ; not indeed unnaturally ; as till men have by
reason and education laid a good foundation for external


superstructures, in the seeking after and gathering them
they can never satisfy the unlimited desires of their mind.


Thus died Marius on the seventeenth day of his seventh


consulship, to the great joy and content of Rome, which


thereby was in good hopes to be delivered from the ca-


lamity of a cruel tyranny ; but in a small time they found


that they had only changed their old and worn-out master


for another, young and vigorous; so much cruelty and


savageness did his son Marius show in murdering the


noblest and most approved citizens. At first, being es-


teemed resolute and daring against his enemies, he was
named the son of Mars, but afterwards, his actions betray-


ing his contrary disposition, he was called the son of Venus.


At last, besieged by Sylla in Prseneste, where he endeavored


in many ways, but in vain, to save his life, when on the


capture of the city there was no hope of escape, he killed


himself with his own hand.
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then, and not until then, he set himself to revenge his own
private quarrels. We may perhaps let ourselves be in-


fluenced, moreover, in our comparison of their characters


by considering their treatment of Athens. Sylla, when he
had made himself master of the city, which then upheld


the dominion and power of Mithridates in opposition to


him, restored her to liberty and the free exercise of her own
laws ; Lysander, on the contrary, when she had fallen


from a vast height of dignity and rule, showed her no
compassion, but abolishing her democratic government,


imposed on her the most cruel and lawless tyrants. We
are now qualified to consider whether we should go far


from the truth or no, in pronouncing that Sylla performed


the more glorious deeds, but Lysander committed the


fewer faults, as, likewise, by giving to one the pre-eminence


for moderation and self-control, to the other for conduct and
valor.


CIMON.


Pertpoltas the prophet, having brought the king


Opheltas, and those under his command, from Thessaly


into Boeotia, left there a family, which flourished a long


time after ; the greater part of them inhabiting Chaeronea


the first city out of which they expelled the barbarians.


The descendants of this race, being men of bold attempts


and warlike habits, exposed themselves to so many dangers


in the invasions of the Mede, and in battles against the


Gauls, that at last they were almost wholly consumed.


There was left one orphan of this house, called Damon,
surnamed Peripoltas, in beauty and greatness of spirit sur-


passing all of his age, but rude and undisciplined in temper,


A Roman captain of a company that wintered in ChaBronea


become passionately fond of this youth, who was now pretty


nearly grown a man. And finding all his approaches, his
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gifts, his entreaties alike repulsed, he showed violent in-


clinations to assault Damon. Our native Chaeronea was
then in a distressed condition, too small and too poor to


meet with anything but neglect. Damon, being sensible


of this, and looking upon himself as injured already, re-


solved to inflict punishment. Accordingly, he and sixteen


of his companions conspired against the captain ; but that


the design might be managed without any danger of being


discovered, they all daubed their faces at night with soot.


Thus disguised and inflamed with wine, they set upon him
by break of day, as he was sacrificing in the market-place,


and having killed him, and several others that wTere with


him, they fled out of the city, which was extremely,


alarmed and troubled at the murder. The council assembled


immediately, and pronounced sentence of death against


Damon and his accomplices. This they did to justify the


city to the Romans. But that evening, as the magistrates


were at supper together, according to the custom, Damon
and his confederates breaking into the hall, killed them, and


then again fled out of the town. About this time, Lucius


Lucullus chanced to be passing that way with a body of


troops, upon some expedition, and this disaster having but


recently happened, he stayed to examine the matter. Upon
inquiry, he found the city was in no wise faulty, but rather


that they themselves had suffered ; therefore he drew out


the soldiers, and carried them away with him. Yet Damon
continuing to ravage the country all about, the citizens,


by messages and decrees, in appearance favorable, enticed


him into the city, and upon his return, made him Gyni-


nasiarch ; but afterwards as he was anointing himself in


the vapor baths, they set upon him and killed him. For a


long while after apparitions continuing to be seen, and


groans to be heard in that place, so our fathers have told us,


they ordered the gates of the baths to be built up ; and


even to this day those who live in the neighborhood believe


that they sometimes see spectres and hear alarming sounds
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The posterity of Damon, of whom some still remain, mostly


in Phocis, near the town of Stiris, are called Asbolomeni,


that is, in the iEolian idiom, men daubed with soot : be-


cause Damon was thus besmeared when he committed this


murder.


But there being a quarrel between the people of Chseronea


and the Orchomenians, their neighbors, these latter hired an


informer, a Roman, to accuse the community of Chseronea


as if it had been a single person of the murder of the


Romans, of which only Damon and and his companions were


guilty ; accordingly, the process was commenced, and the


cause pleaded before the Prsstor of Macedon, since the


Romans as yet had not sent governors into Greece.


The advocates who defended the inhabitants appealed to


the testimony of Lucuilus, who, in answer to a letter the


Prsetor wrote to him, returned a true account of the matter-


of-fact. By this means the town obtained its acquittal,


and escaped a most serious danger. The citizens, thus


preserved, erected a statue to Lucuilus in the market-place,


near that of the god Bacchus.


We also have the same impressions of gratitude; and


though removed from the events by the distance of several


generations, we yet feel the obligation to extend to our-


selves ; and as we think an image of the character and


habits to be a greater honor than one merely representing


the face and the person, we will put Lucullus's life amongst


our parallels of illustrious men, and without swerving from


the truth, will record his actions. The commemoration


will be itself a sufficient proof of our grateful feeling, and


he himself would not thank us, if in recompense for a


service which consisted in speaking the truth, we should


abuse his memory with a false and counterfeit narration.


For as we would wish that a painter who is to draw a


beautiful face, in which there is yet some imperfection,


should neither wholly leave out, nor yet too pointedly ex-


press what is defective, because this would deform it, and
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that spoil the resemblance ; so since it is hard, or indeed


perhaps impossible, to show the life of a man wholly free


from blemish, in all that is excellent we must follow truth


exactly, and give it fully ; any lapses or faults that occur,


through human passions or political necessities, we may
regard rather as the shortcomings of some particular virtue,


than as the natural effects of vice ; and may be content


without introducing them, curiously and officiously, into


our narrative, if it be but out of tenderness to the weakness


of nature, which has never succeeded in producing any


human character so perfect in virtue, as to be pure from


all admixture, and open to no criticism. On considering


with myself to whom I should compare Lucullus I find


none so exactly his parallel as Cimon.


They were both valiant in war, and successful against


the barbarians ; both gentle in political life, and more than


any others gave their countrymen a respite from civil


troubles at home, while abroad each of them raised trophies


and gained famous victories. No Greek before Cimon, nor


Roman before Lucullus, ever carried the scene of war so


far from their own country
;
putting out of the question


the acts of Bacchus and Hercules, and any exploit of


Perseus against the Ethiopians, Medes, and Armenians, or


again of Jason, of which any record that deserves credit


can be said to have come down to our days. Moreover in


this they were alike, that they did not finish the enterprises


they undertook. They brought their enemies near their


ruin, but never entirely conquered them. There was yet


a great conformity in the free good-will and lavish abun-


dance of their entertainments and general hospitalities, and
in the youthful laxity of their habits. Other points of re-


semblance, which we have failed to notice, may be easily


collected from our narrative itself.


Cimon was the son of Miltiades and Hegesipyle, who was
by birth a Thracian, and daughter to the king Olorus, as


appears from the poem of Melanthius and Archelaus, writ*
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ten in praise of Cimon. By this means the historian Thuey-


dides was his kinsman by the mother's side ; for his father's


name also, in remembrance of this common ancestor, was
Olorus, and he was the owner of the gold mines in Thrace,


and met his death, it is said, by violence, in Scapte Hyle, a


district of Thrace ; and his remains having afterwards been


brought into Attica, a monument is shown as his among
those of the family of Cimon, near the tomb of Elpinice,


Cimon's sister. But Thucydides was of the township of


Halimus, and Miltiades and his family were Laciadse. Milti-


ades, being condemned in a fine of fifty talents of the State,


and unable to pay it, was cast into prison, and there died.


Thus Cimon was left an orphan very young, with his sister


Elpinice, who was also young and unmarried. And at first


he had but an indifferent reputation, being looked upon as


disorderly in his habits, fond of drinking, and resembling


his grandfather, also called Cimon, in character, whose sim-


plicity got him the surname of Coalemus. Stesimbrotus of


Thasos, who lived near about the same time with Cimon,


reports of him that he had little acquaintance either with


music, or any of the other liberal studies and accomplish-


ments, then common among the Greeks ; that he had noth-


ing whatever of the quickness and the ready speech of his


countrymen in Attica; that he had great nobleness and


candor in his disposition, and in his character in general,


resembled rather a native of Peloponnesus than of Athens
;


as Euripides describes Hercules,


-Rude


And unrefined, for great things well endued :


for this may fairly be added to the character which Stesim-


brotus has given of him.


They accused him, in his younger years, of cohabiting


with his own sister Elpinice, who, indeed, otherwise had
no very clear reputation, but was reported to have been


over-intimate with Polygnotus the painter j and hence,
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when he painted the Trojan women in the porch, then


called the Plesianactium, and now the Poecile, he made
Laodice a portrait of her. Polygnotus was not an ordinary


mechanic, nor was he paid for this work, but out of a desire


to please the Athenians, painted the portico for nothing.


So it is stated by the historians, and in the following verses


by the poetMelanthius :


—


Wrought by his hand the deeds of heroes grace


At his own charge our temples and our place.


Some affirm that Elpinice lived with her brother, not se-


cretly, but as his married wife, her poverty excluding her


from any suitable match. But afterwards, when Callias,


one of the richest men of Athens, fell in love with her, and


proffered to pay the fine the father was condemned in, if


he could obtain the daughter in marriage, with Elpinice's


own consent, Cimon betrothed her to Callias. There is no


doubt but that Cimon was, in general, of an amorous temper.


For Melanthius, in his elegies, rallies him on his attach-


ment for Asteria of Salamis, and again for a certain Mnestra.


And there can be no doubt of his unusually passionate affec-


tion for his lawful wife Isodice, the daughter of Eurypto-


lemus, the son of Megacles ; nor of his regret, even to im-


patience, at her death, if any conclusion may be drawn from


those elegies of condolence, addressed to him upon his loss of


her. The philosopher Pansetius is of opinion, that Arche-


laus, the writer on physics, was the author of them, and


indeed the time seems to favor that conjecture. All the


other points of Cimon' s character were noble and good.


He was as daring as Miltiades, and not inferior to Themis-


tocles in judgment, and was incomparably more just and


honest than either of them. Fully their equal in all mili-


tary virtues, in the ordinary duties of a citizen at home
he was immeasurably their superior. And this, too, when
lie was very young, his years not yet strengthened by


any experience. For when Themistocles, upon the Median
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Invasion, advised the Athenians to forsake their city and


their country, and to carry all their arms on shipboard,


and fight the enemy by sea, in the straits of Salamis ; when
all the people stood amazed at the confidence and rashness


of this advice, Cimon was seen, the first of all men, passing


with a cheerful countenance through the Ceramicus, on his


way with his companions to the citadel, carrying a bridle in


his hand to offer to the goddess, intimating that there was no


more need of horsemen now, but of mariners. There, after


he had paid his devotions to the goddess, and offered up the


bridle, he took down one of the bucklers that hung upon


the walls of the temple, and went down to the port;


by this example giving confidence to many of the citizens.


He was also of a fairly handsome person, according to the


poet Ion, tall and large, and let his thick and curly hair


grow long. After he had acquitted himself gallantly in


this battle of Salamis, he obtained great repute among
the Athenians, and was regarded with affection, as well as


admiration. He had many who followed after him, and


bade him aspire to actions not less famous than his father's


battle of Marathon. And when he came forward in politi-


cal life, the people welcomed him gladly, being now weary


of Themistocles ; in opposition to whom, and because of the


frankness and easiness of his temper, which was agreeable


to every one, they advanced Cimon to the highest employ-


ments in the government. The man that contributed most


to his promotion was Aristides, who early discerned in his


character his natural capacity, and purposely raised him,


that he might be a counterpoise to the craft and boldness


of Themistocles.


After the Medes had been driven out of Greece, Cimon
was sent out as an admiral, when the Athenians had not


yet attained their dominion by sea, but still followed Pau*


sanias and the Lacedsemonians ; and his fellow-citizens


under his command were highly distinguished, both for the


excellence of their discipline, and for their extraordinary zeal
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and readiness. And further, perceiving that Pausanias was
carrying on secret communications with the barbarians,


and writing letters to the king of Persia to betray Greece,


and puffed up with authority and success, was treating the


allies haughtily, and committing many wanton injustices,


Cimon, taking this advantage, by acts of kindness to


those who were suffering wrong, and by his general hu-


mane bearing, robbed him of the command of the Greeks,


before he was aware, not by arms, but by his mere language


and character. The greatest part of the allies, no longer


able to endure the harshness and pride of Pausanias, revolted


from him to Cimon and Aristides, who accepted the duty, and


wrote to the Ephors of Sparta, desiring them to recall a man
who was causing dishonor to Sparta and trouble to Greece.


They tell of Pausanias, that when he was in Byzantium,


he solicited a young lady of a noble family in the city, whose


name was Cleonice, to debauch her. Her parents, dread-


ing his cruelty, were forced to consent, and so abandoned


their daughter to his wishes. The daughter asked the serv-


ants outside the chamber to put out all the lights ; so that


approaching silently and in the dark towards his bed, she


stumbled upon the lamp which she overturned. Pausanias,


who was fallen asleep, awakened and, startled with the


noise, thought an assassin had taken that dead time of night


to murder him, so that hastily snatching up his poniard that


lay by him, he struck the girl, who fell with the blow, and


died. After this, he never had rest, but was continually


haunted by her, and saw an apparition visiting him in his


sleep, and addressing him with these angry words :


—


Go on thy way, unto the evil end,


That doth on lust and violence attend.


This was one of the chief occasions of indignation against


him among the confederates, who now, joining their resent-


ments and forces with Cimon's, besieged him in Byzan-


tium. He escaped out of their hands, and, continuing, as
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it is said, to be disturbed by the apparition, fied to the


oracle of the dead at Heraclea, raised the ghost of Cleonice,


and entreated her to be reconciled. Accordingly she ap-


peared to him, and answered that as soon as he came to


Sparta, he should speedily be freed from all evils ; ob-


scurely foretelling, it would seem, his imminent death.


This story is related by many authors.


Cimon, strengthened with the accession of the allies,


went as general into Thrace. For he was told that some
great men among the Persians, of the king's kindred, being


in possession of Eion, a city situated upon the river Stry-


mon, infested the neighboring Greeks. First he defeated


these Persians in battle, and shut them up within the walls


of their town. Then he fell upon the Thracians of the


country beyond the Strymon, because they supplied Eion


with victuals, and driving them entirely out of the country,


took possession of it as conqueror, by which means he


reduced the besieged to such straits, that Butes, who com-


manded there for the king, in desperation set fire to the


town, and burned himself, his goods, and all his relations,


in one common flame. By this means, Cimon got the town,


but no great booty ; as the barbarians had not only con-


sumed themselves in the fire, but the richest of their


effects. However, he put the country about into the hands


of the Athenians, a most advantageous and desirable situa-


tion for a settlement. For this action, the people permitted


him to erect the stone Mercuries, upon the first of which


was this inscription :


—


Of bold and patient spirit, too, were those,


Who, where the Strymon under Eion flows,


With famine and the sword, to utmost need


Beduced at last the children of the Mede.


Upon the second stood this :


—


The Athenians to their leaders this reward


For great and useful service did accord ; s


Others hereafter shall, from their applause,


Learn to be valiant in their country's cause.
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And upon the third the following :


—


With Atreus' sons, this city sent of yore


Divine Menestheus to the Trojan shore ;


Of all the Greeks, so Homer's verses say,


The ablest man an army to array :


So old the title of her sons the name
Of chiefs and champions in the field to claim.


Though the name of Cimon is not mentioned in these in-


scriptions, yet his contemporaries considered them to be


the very highest honors to him ; as neither Miltiades nor


Themistocles ever received the like. When Miltiades


claimed a garland, Sochares of Decelea stood up in the


midst of the assembly and opposed it, using words which,


though ungracious, were received with applause by the


people: "When you have gained a victory by yourself,


Miltiades, then you may ask to triumph so too." What
then induced them so particularly to honor Cimon ? Was
it that under other commanders they stood upon the defen-


sive? but by his conduct, they not only attacked their


enemies, but invaded them in their own country, and


acquired new territory, becoming masters of Eion and
Amphipolis, where they planted colonies, as also they


did in the isle of Scyros, which Cimon had taken on


the following occasion. The Dolopians were the inhabit-


ants of this isle, a people who neglected all husbandry,


and had, for many generations, been devoted to pi-


racy ; this they practised to that degree, that at last


they began to plunder foreigners that brought mer-


chandise into their ports. Some merchants of Thes-


saly, who had come to shore near to Ctesium, were not


only spoiled of their goods, but themselves put into con-


finement. These men afterwards escaping from their


prison, went and obtained sentence against the Scyrians in


a court of Amphictyons, and when the Scyrian people de-


clined to make public restitution, and called upon the in.


dividuals who had got the plunder to give it up, these


persons, in alarm, wrote to Cimon to succor them, with
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his fleet, and declared themselves ready to deliver the town


into his hands. Cimon, by these means, got the town, ex-


pelled the Dolopian pirates, and so opened the traffic of the


^Egean sea. And, understanding that the ancient Theseus,


the son of iEgeus, when he fled from Athens and took


refuge in this isle, was here treacherously slain by king


Lycomedes, who feared him, Cimon endeavored to find out


where he was buried. For an oracle had commanded the


Athenians to bring home his ashes, and pay him all due


honors as a hero ; but hitherto they had not been able to


learn where he was interred, as the people of Scyros dis-


sembled the knowledge of it, and were not willing to allow


a search. But now, great inquiry being made, with some
difficulty he found out the tomb and carried the relics into


his own galley, and with great pomp and show brought


them to Athens, four hundred years, or thereabouts, after


his expulsion. This act got Cimon great favor with the


people, one mark of which was the judgment, afterwards


so famous, upon the tragic poets. Sophocles, still a young
man, had just brought forward his first plays ; opinions


were much divided, and the spectators had taken sides


with some heat. So, to determine the case, Apsephion, who
was at that time archon, would not cast lots who should be


judges ; but when Cimon and his brother commanders with


him came into the theatre, after they had performed the


usual rites to the god of the festival, he would not allow


them to retire, but came forward and made them swear


(being ten in all, one from each tribe) the usual oath ; and


so being sworn judges, he made them sit down to give sen-


tence. The eagerness for victory grew all the wrarmer,


from the ambition to get the suffrages of such honorable


judges. And the victory was at last adjudged to Sophocles,


which JEschylus is said to have taken so ill, that he left


Athens shortly after, and went in anger to Sicily, where


he died, and was buried near the city of Gela.


Ion relates that when he was a young man, and recently
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come from Chios to Athens, he chanced to sup with Cimon
at Laomedon's house. After supper, when they had, ac-


cording to custom, poured out wine to the honor of the


gods, Cimon was desired by the company to give them a


song, which he did with sufficient success, and received


the commendations of the company, who remarked on his


superiority to Themistocles, who, on a like occasion, had
declared he had never learnt to sing, nor to play, and only


knew how to make a city rich and powerful. After talking


of things incident to such entertainments, they entered


upon the particulars of the several actions for which Cimon
had been famous. And when they were mentioning the


most signal, he told them they had omitted one, upon which


he valued himself most for address and good contrivance.


He gave this account of it. When the allies had taken a


great number of the barbarians prisoners in Sestos and
Byzantium, they gave him the preference to divide the


booty ; he accordingly put the prisoners in one lot, and the


spoils of their rich attire and jewels in the other. This the


allies complained of as an unequal division ; but he gave


them their choice to take which lot they would, for that


the Athenians should be content with that which they re-


fused. Herophytus of Samos advised them to take the


ornaments for their share, and leave the s]aves to the Athe-


nians ; and Cimon went away, and was much laughed at for


his ridiculous division. For the allies carried away the


golden bracelets, and armlets, and collars, and purple robes,


and the Athenians had only the naked bodies of the cap-


tives, which they could make no advantage of, being un-


used to labor. But a little while after, the friends and


kinsmen of the prisoners coining from Lydia and Phrygia.


redeemed every one his relations at a high ransom ; so that


by this means Cimon got so much treasure that he main-


tained his whole fleet of galleys with the money for four


months ; and yet there was some left to lay up in the treas-


ury at Athens,
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Cimon now grew rich, and what he gained from the bar-


barians with honor, he spent yet more honorably upon the


citizens. For he pulled down all the enclosures of his gar-


dens and grounds, that strangers, and the needy of his


fellow-citizens, might gather of his fruits freely. At home
he kept a table, plain, but sufficient for a considerable


number; to which any poor townsman had free access,


and so might support himself without labor, with his whole


time left free for public duties. Aristotle states, however,


that this reception did not extend to all the Athenians, but


only to his own fellow-townsmen, the Laciadse. Besides


this, he always went attended by two or three young com-


panions, very well clad ; and if he met with an elderly citizen


in a poor habit, one of these would change clothes with the


decayed citizen, which was looked upon as very nobly done.


He enjoined them, likewise, to carry a considerable quan-


tity of coin about them, which they were to convey silently


into the hands of the better class of poor men, as they


stood by them in the market-place. This, Cratinus the


poet speaks of in one of his comedies, the Archilochi :—


-


For I, Metrobius too, the scrivener poor,


Of ease and comfort in my age secure


By Greece's noblest son in life's decline,


Cimon, the generous-hearted, the divine,


Well-fed and feasted hoped till death to be,


Death which, alas 1 has taken him ere me.


Gorgias the Leontine gives him this character, that he


got riches that he might use them, and used them that he


might get honor by them. And Critias, one of the thirty


tyrants, makes it, in his elegies, his wish to have


The Scopads' wealth, and Cimon's nobleness,


And king Agesilaus's success.


Lichas, we know, became famous in Greece, only because


on the days of the sports, when the young boys run naked,


he used to entertain the strangers that came to see these


diversions. But Cimon's generosity outdid all the old


7
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Athenian hospitality and good-nature. For though it is


the city's just boast that their forefathers taught the rest


of Greece to sow corn, and how to use springs of water,


and to kindle fire, yet Cimon, by keeping open house for


his fellow-citizens, and giving travellers liberty to eat the


fruits which the several seasons produced in his land,


seemed to restore to the world that community of goods,


which mythology says existed in the reign of Saturn.


Those who object to him, that he did this to be popular


an I gain the applause of the vulgar, are confuted by the


constant tenor of the rest of his actions, which all tended


to uphold the interests of the nobility and the Spartan


policy, of which he gave instances, when together with


Aristides he opposed Themistocles, who was advancing


the authority of the people beyond its just limits, and
resisted Ephialtes, who, to please the multitude, was
for abolishing the jurisdiction of the court of Areopagus.


And when all of his time, except Aristides and Ephialtes,


enriched themselves out of the public money, he still


kept his hands clean and untainted, and to his last


day never acted or spoke for his own private gain or


emolument. They tell us that Rhoesaces, a Persian,


who had traitorously revolted from the king his master,


fled to Athens, and there, being harassed by sycophants,


who were still accusing him to the people, he applied


himself to Cimon for redress, and, to gain his favor, laid


down in his doorway two cups, the one full of gold, and


the other of silver Darics. Cimon smiled and asked him
whether he wished to have Cimon's hired service or his


friendship. He replied, his friendship. " If so," said he,


" take away these pieces, for, being your friend, when I


shall have occasion for them, I will send and ask for


them."


The allies of the Athenians began now to be weary of


war and military service, willing to have repose, and to


look after their husbandry and traffic. For they saw their
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enemies driven out of the country, and did not fear any


new vexations from them. They still paid the tax they


were assessed at, but did not send men and galleys, as they


had done before. This the other Athenian generals wished


to constrain them to, and by judicial proceedings against


defaulters, and penalties which they inflicted on them,


made the government uneasy, and even odious. But Cimon
practised a contrary method ; he forced no man to go that


was not willing, but of those that desired to be excused


from service he took money and vessels unmanned, and let


them yield to the temptation of staying at home, to attend


to their private business. Thus they lost their military


habits and luxury, and their own folly quickly changed


them into unwarlike husbandmen and traders ; while


Cimon, continually embarking large numbers of Athenians


on board his galleys, thoroughly disciplined them in his ex-


peditions, and ere long made them the lords of their own
paymasters. The allies, whose indolence maintained them,


while they thus went sailing about everywhere, and inces-


santly bearing arms and acquiring skill, began to fear and


flatter them, and found themselves after a while allies no


longer, but unwittingly become tributaries and slaves.


Nor did any man ever do more than Cimon did to humble
the pride of the Persian king. He was not content with


getting rid of him out of Greece ; but following close at


his heels, before the barbarians could take breath and re-


cover themselves, he was already at work, and what with


his devastations, and his forcible reduction of some places,


and the revolts and voluntary accession of others in the


end from Ionia to Pamphylia, all Asia was clear of Persian


soldiers. Word being brought him that the royal com-


manders were lying in wait upon the coast of Pamphylia


with a numerous land army, and a large fleet, he deter-


mined to make the whole sea on his side the Chelidonian


islands so formidable to them that they should never dare


to show themselves in it ; and setting off from Aniclos and







100 PLUTABCWS LIVES.


the Triopian headland with two hundred galleys, which had


been originally built with particular care by Themistocles,


for speed and rapid evolutions, and to which he now gave


greater width and roomier decks along the sides to move
to and fro upon, so as to allow a great number of full-armed


soldiers to take part in the engagements and fight from


them, he shaped his course first of all against the town of


Phaselis, which though inhabited by Greeks, yet would


not quit the interests of Persia, but denied his galleys


entrance into their port. Upon this he wasted the coun-


try, and drew up his army to their very walls ; but the


soldiers of Chios, who were then serving under him,


being ancient friends to the Phaselites, endeavoring to


propitiate the general in their behalf, at the same time


shot arrows into the town, to which were fastened letters


conveying intelligence. At length he concluded peace


with them, upon the conditions that they should pay


down ten talents, and follow him against the barbarians.


Ephorus says the admiral of the Persian fleet was Tith-


raustes, and the general of the land army Pherendates;


but Callisthenes is positive that Ariomandes, the son of


Gobryas, had the supreme command of all the forces.


He lay waiting with the whole fleet at the mouth of the


river Eurymedon, with no design to fight, but expecting a


reinforcement of eighty Phoenician ships on their way from


Cyprus. Cimon, aware of this, put out to sea, resolved, if


they would not fight a battle willingly, to force them to it.


The barbarians, seeing this, retired within the mouth of


the river to avoid being attacked ; but when they saw the


Athenians come upon them, notwitstanding their retreat,


they met them with six hundred ships, as Phanodemus
relates, but, according to Ephorus, only with three hundred


and fifty. However, they did nothing worthy such mighty


forces, but immediately turned the prows of their galleys


toward the shore, where those that came first threw


themselves upon the land, and fled to their army draw*?
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up thereabout, while the rest perished with their vessel, or


were taken. By this, one may guess at their number, for


though a great many escaped out of the fight, and a great


many others were sunk, yet two hundred galleys were


taken by the Athenians.


When their land army drew toward the seaside, Cimon
was in suspense whether he should venture to try and
force his way on shore; as he should thus expose his


Greeks, wearied with slaughter in the first engagement, to


the swords of the barbarians, who were all fresh men, and


many times their number. But seeing his men resolute,


and flushed with victory, he bade them land, though they


were not yet cool from their first battle. As soon as they


touched ground, they set up a shout and ran upon the


enemy, who stood firm and sustained the first shock with


great courage, so that the fight was a hard one, and some
principal men of the Athenians in rank and courage were


slain. At length, though with much ado, they routed the


barbarians, and killing some, took others prisoners, and


plundered all their tents and pavilions, which were full of


rich spoil. Cimon, like a skilled athlete at the games, hav-


ing in one day carried off two victories wherein he sur-


passed that of Salamis by sea and that of Platsea by land.


was encouraged to try for yet another success. News
being brought that the Phoenician succors, in number eighty


sail, had come in sight at Hydrum, he set off with all speed


to find them, while they as yet had not received any certain


account of the larger fleet, and were in doubt what to think
;


so that, thus surprised, they lost all their vessels and most
of their men with them. This success of Cimon so daunted


the king of Persia that he presently made that celebrated


peace, by which he engaged that his armies should come
no nearer the Grecian sea than the length of a horse's


course, and that none of his galleys or vessels of war


should appear between the Cyanean and Chelidonian isles.


CallistheneSj however, says that he did not agree to an^i
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such articles, but that, upon the fear this victory gave him^


he did in reality thus act, and kept off so far from Greece,


that when Pericles with fifty and Ephialtes with thirty


galleys cruised beyond the Chelidonian isles, they did not


discover one Persian vessel. But in the collection which


Craterus made of the public acts of the people, there is a


draft of this treaty given. And it is told, also, that at


Athens they erected the altar of Peace upon this occasion,


and decreed particular honors to Callias, who was employed


as ambassador to procure the treaty.


The people of Athens raised so much money from the


spoils of this war, which were publicly sold, that besides


other expenses, and raising the south wall of the citadel,


they laid the foundation of the long walls, not, indeed, fin


ished till at a later time, which were called the Legs. And
the place where they built them being soft and marshy
ground, they were forced to sink great weights of stone and


rubble to secure the foundation, and did all this out of the


money Cimon supplied them with. It was he, likewise,


who first embellished the upper city with those fine and


ornamental places of exercise and resort, which they after-


wards so much frequented and delighted in. He set the


market-place with plane-trees ; and the Academy, which


was before a bare, dry, and dirty spot, he converted into a


well-watered grove, with shady alleys to walk in, and open


courses for races.


When the Persians who had made themselves masters of


the Chersonese, so far from quitting it, called in the people


of the interior of Thrace to help them against Cimon, whom
they despised for the smallness of his forces, he set upon
them with only four galleys, and took thirteen of theirs


;


and having driven out the Persians, and subdued the Thra-


cians, he made the whole Chersonese the property of Athens.


Next he attacked the people of Thasos, who had revolted


from the Athenians ; and, having defeated them in a right


at sea, where he took thirty-three of their vessels, he took
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their town by siege, and acquired for the Athenians all the


mines of gold on the opposite coast, and the territory


dependent on Thasos. This opened him a fair passage into


Macedon, so that he might, it was thought, have acquired


a good portion of that country ; and because he neglected


the opportunity, he was suspected of corruption, and of hav


ing been bribed off by king Alexander. So, by the com-


bination of his adversaries, he was accused of being false to


his country. In his defence he told the judges, that he had


always shown himself in his public life the friend, not, like


other men, of rich Ionians and Thessalians, to be courted,


and to receive presents, but of the Lacedsemonians ; for as


he admired, so he wished to imitate the plainness of their


habits, their temperance, and simplicity of living, which he


preferred to any sort of riches : but that he always had


been, and still was, proud to enrich his country with the


spoils of her enemies. Stesimbrotus, making mention of


this trial, states that Elpinice, in behalf of her brother,


addressed herself to Pericles, the most vehement of his ac-


cusers, to whom Pericles answered, with a smile, " You are


old, Elpinice, to meddle with affairs of this nature." How-
ever, he proved the mildest of his prosecutors, and rose up
but once all the while, almost as a matter of form, to plead


against him. Cimon was acquitted.


In his public life after this he continued, whilst at home,


to control and restrain the common people, who would have


trampled upon the nobility, and drawn all the power and


sovereignty to themselves. But when he afterwards was sent


out to war, the multitude broke loose, as it were, and over-


threw all the ancient laws and customs they had hitherto


observed, and, chiefly at the instigation of Ephialtes, with-


drew the cognizance ofalmost all causes from the Areopagus


;


so that all jurisdiction now being transferred to them, the


government wTas reduced to a perfect democracy, and this


by the help of Pericles, who was already powerful, and had


pronounced in favor of the common people. Cimon, when
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he returned, seeing the authority of this great council sa


upset, was exceedingly troubled, and endeavored to remedy


these disorders by bringing the courts of law to their former


state, and restoring the old aristocracy of the time of Clis-


thenes. This the others declaimed against with all the


vehemence possible, and began to revive those stories con-


cerning him and his sister, and cried out against him as the


partisan of the Lacedaemonians. To these calumnies the


famous verses of Eupolis the poet upon Cimon refer :


—


He was as good as others that one sees,


But h.3 was fond of drinking and of ease
;


And would at nights to Sparta often roam,


Leaving his sister desolate at home.


But if, though slothful and a drunkard, he could capture


so many towns and gain so many victories, certainly if he


had been sober and minded his business, there had been no


Grecian commander, either before or after him, that could


have surpassed him for exploits of war.


He was, indeed, a favorer of the Lacedaemonians, even


from his youth, and he gave the names of Lacedaemonius


and Eleus to two sons, twins, whom he had, as Stesimbro-


tus says, by a woman of Clitorium, whence Pericles often


upbraided them with their mother's blood. But Diodorus


the geographer asserts that both these, and another son of


Cimon's, whose name was Thessalus, were born of Isodice,


the daughter of Euryptolemus, the son of Megacles.


However, this is certain, that Cimon was countenanced


by the Lacedaemonians in opposition to Themistocles, whom
they disliked ; and while he was yet very young, they en-


deavored to raise and increase his credit in Athens. This


the Athenians perceived at first with pleasure, and the


favor the Lacedaemonians showed him was in various


ways advantageous to them and their affairs ; as at that


time they were just rising to power, and were occupied in


winning the allies to their side. So they seemed not at all


offended with the honor and kindness shown to Cimon,
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who then had the chief management of all the affairs of


Greece, and was acceptable to the Lacedaemonians, and


courteous to the allies. But afterwards the Athenians,


grown more powerful, when they saw Cimon so entirely


devoted to the Lacedaemonians, began to be angry, for he


would always in his speeches prefer them to the Athenians,


and upon every occasion, when he would reprimand them
for a fault, or incite them to emulation, he would ex-


claim, "The Lacedaemonians would not do thus." This


raised the discontent, and got him in some degree the


hatred of the citizens ; but that which ministered chiefly


to the accusation against him fell out upon the following


occasion.


In the fourth year of the reign of Archidamiis, the son of


Zeuxidamus, king of Sparta, there happened in the country


of Lacedsemon the greatest earthquake that was known in


the memory of man ; the earth opened into chasms, and the


mountain Taygetus was so shaken, that some of the rocky


points of it fell down, and except five houses, all the town
of Sparta was shattered to pieces. They say that a little


before any motion was perceived, as the young men and the


boys just grown up were exercising themselves together in


the middle of the portico, a hare, of a sudden, started out


just by them, which the young men, though all naked and


daubed with oil, ran after for sport. No sooner were they


gone from the place, than the gymnasium fell down upon


the boys who had stayed behind, and killed them all. Their


tomb is to this day called Sismatias. Archidamus, by the


present danger made apprehensive of what might follow,


and seeing the citizens intent upon removing the most


valuable of their goods out of their houses, commanded an


alarm to be sounded, as if an enemy were coming upon


them, in order that they should collect about him in a body,


with arms. It was this alone that saved Sparta at that


time, for the Helots were got together from the country


about, with design to surprise the Spartans, and overpower
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those whom the earthquake had spared. But finding them


armed and well prepared, they retired into the towns and


openly made war with them, gaining over a number of the


Laconians of the country districts ; while at the same time


the Messenians, also, made an attack upon the Spartans,


who therefore despatched Periclidas to Athens to solicit


succors, of whom Aristophanes says in mockery that he


came and
In a red jacket, at the altars seated,


With a white face, for men and arms entreated.


This Ephialtes opposed, protesting that they ought not


to raise up or assist a city that was a rival to Athens ; but


that being down, it were best to keep her so, and let the


pride and arrogance of Sparta be trodden under. But
Cimon, as Critias says, preferring the safety of Lacedaemon


to the aggrandizement of his own country, so persuaded


the people, that he soon marched out with a large army to


their relief. Ion records, also, the most successful expres-


sion which he used to move the Athenians. " They ought


not to suffer Greece to be lamed, nor their own city to be


deprived of her yoke-fellow."


In his return from aiding the Lacedaemonians, he passed


with his army through the territory of Corinth ; where-


upon Lachartus reproached him for bringing his army into


the country without first asking leave of the people. For


he that knocks at another man's door ought not to enter


the house till the master gives him leave. " But you Co-


rinthians, O Lachartus," said Cimon, "did not knock at the


gates of the Cleonaeans and Megarians, but broke them
down, and entered by force, thinking that all places should


be open to the stronger." And having thus rallied the Co-


rinthian, he passed on with his army. Some time after this,


the Lacedaemonians sent a second time to desire succors of


the Athenians against the Messenians and Helots, who had
seized upon Ithome. But when they came, fearing their


boldness and gallantry, of all that came to their assistance^
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they sent them only back, alleging they were designing in-


novations. The Athenians returned home, enraged at this


usage, and vented their anger upon all those who were


favorers of the Lacedsemonians, and seizing some slight


occasion, they banished Cimon for ten years, which is the


time prescribed to those that are banished by the ostracism.


In the mean time, the Lacedaemonians, on their return after


freeing Delphi from the Phocians, encamped their army at


Tanagra, whither the Athenians presently marched with


design to fight them.


Cimon, also, came thither armed, and ranged himself


among those of his own tribe which was the (Eneis, desir-


ous of fighting with the rest against the Spartans ; but


the council of five hundred being informed of this, and


frighted at it, his adversaries crying out he would dis-


order the army, and bring the Lacedaemonians to Athens,


commanded the officers not to receive him. Wherefore


Cimon left the army, conjuring Euthippus, the Anaphlys-


tian, and the rest of his companions, who were most sus-


pected as favoring the Lacedaemonians, to behave them-


selves bravely against their enemies, and by their actions


make their innocence evident to their countrymen. These,


being in all a hundred, took the arms of Cimon, and
followed his advice ; and making a body by themselves,


fought so desperately with the enemy, that they were all


cut off, leaving the Athenians deep regret for the loss of


such brave men, and repentance for having so unjustly


suspected them. Accordingly, they did not long retain


their severity toward Cimon, partly upon remembrance of


his former services, and partly, perhaps, induced by the


juncture of the times. For being defeated at Tanagra in a


great battle, and fearing the Peloponnesians would come


upon them at the opening of the spring, they recalled


Cimon by a decree, of which Pericles himself was author.


So reasonable were men's resentments in those times, and


so moderate their anger, that it always gave way to the
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public good. Even ambition, the least governable of all


human passions, could then yield to the necessities of the


State.


Cimon, as soon as he returned, put an end to the war,


and reconciled the two cities. Peace thus established, see-


ing the Athenians impatient of being idle, and eager after


the honor and aggrandizement of war, lest they should set


upon the Greeks themselves, or with so many ships cruis-


ing about the isles and Peloponnesus, they should give


occasions to intestine wars, or complaints of their allies


against them, he equipped two hundred galleys, with


design to make an attempt upon Egypt and Cyprus
;
pur-


posing, by this means, to accustom the Athenians to fight


against the barbarians, and enrich themselves honestly by
spoiling those who were the natural enemies to Greece.


But when all things were prepared, and the army ready to


embark, Cimon had this dream. It seemed to him that


there was a furious bitch barking at him, and mixed with


the barking a kind of human voice uttered these words :


—


Come on, for thou shalt shortly be,


A pleasure to my whelps and me.


This dream was hard to interpret, yet Astyphilus of Posi-


donia, a man skilled in divinations, and intimate with


Cimon, told him that his death was presaged by this vision,


which he thus explained. A dog is enemy to him he barks


at ; and one is always most a pleasure to one's enemies,


when one is dead ; the mixture of human voice with bark-


ing signifies the Medes, for the army of the Medes is mixed


up of Greeks and barbarians. After this dream, as he was
sacrificing to Bacchus, and the priest cutting up the victim,


a number of ants, taking up the congealed particles of the


blood, laid them about Cimon's great toe. This was not ob-


served for a good while, but at the very time when Cimon
spied it, the priest came and showed him the liver of the sac-


rifice imperfect, wanting that part of it called the head.
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But he could not then recede from the enterprise, so he set


sail. Sixty of his ships he sent towards Egypt ; with the


rest he went and fought the king of Persia's fleet, composed


of Phoenician and Cilician galleys, recovered all the cities


thereabout, and threatened Egypt ; designing no less than


the entire ruin of the Persian empire. And the rather,


for that he was informed Themistocles was in great repute


among the barbarians, having promised the king to lead


his army, whenever he should make war upon Greece.


But Themistocles, it is said, abandoning all hopes of com-


passing his designs, very much out of the despair of over-


coming the valor and good fortune of Cimon, died a volun-


tary death. Cimon, intent on great designs, which he was
now to enter upon, keeping his navy about the isle of


Cyprus, sent messengers to consult the oracle of Jupiter


Ammon upon some secret matter. For it is not known
about what they were sent, and the god would give them
no answer, but commanded them to return again, for that


Cimon was already with him. Hearing this, they returned


to sea, and as soon as they came to the Grecian army, which


was then about Egypt, they understood that Cimon was


dead ; and computing the time of the oracle, they found


that his death had been signified, he being then already


with the gods.


He died, some say, of sickness, while besieging Citium, in


Cyprus ; according to others, of a wound he received in a


skirmish with the barbarians. When he perceived he


should die, he commanded those under his charge to return,


and by no means to let the news of his death be known by


the way; this they did with such secrecy that they all


came home safe, and neither their enemies nor the allies


knew what had happened. Thus, as Phanodemus relates,


the Grecian army was, as it were, conducted by Cimon thirty


days after he was dead. But after his death there was not


one commander among the Greeks that did anything com
siderable against the barbarians, and instead of uniting
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against their common enemies, the popular leaders and


partisans of war animated them against one another to


that degree, that none could interpose their good offices to


reconcile them. And while, by their mutual discord, they


ruined the power of Greece, they gave the Persians time


to recover breath, and repair all their losses. It is true,


indeed, Agesilaus carried the arms of Greece into Asia, but


it was a long time after ; there were, indeed, some brief


appearances of a war against the king's lieutenants in the


maritime provinces, but they all quickly vanished ; before


he could perform anything of moment, he was recalled by
fresh civil dissensions and disturbances at home. So that


he was forced to leave the Persian king's officers to impose


what tribute they pleased on the Greek cities in Asia, the


confederates and allies of the Lacedaemonians. Whereas, in


the time of Cimon, not so much as a letter-carrier, or a


single horseman, was ever seen to come within four hun-


dred furlongs of the sea.


The monuments, called Cimonian to this day, in Athens,


show that his remains were conveyed home, yet the in-


habitants of the city Citium pay particular honor to a


certain tomb which they call the tomb of Cimon, accord-


ing to ISTausicrates the rhetorician, who states that in a time


of famine, when the crops of their land all failed, they sent


to the oracle, which commanded them not to forget Cimon,


but give him the honors of a superior being. Such was the


Greek commander.


LUCULLUS.


Luculltts's grandfather had been consul ; his uncle by
the mother's side was Metellus, surnamed Numidicus. As
for his parents, his father was convicted of extortion, and


his mother Csecilia's reputation was bad. The first thing
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that Lucullus did before ever he stood for any office, or


meddled with the affairs of State, being then but a youth,


was to accuse the accuser of his father, Servilius the augur,


having caught him in offence against the State. This thing


was much taken notice of among the Homans, who com-


mended it as an act of high merit. Even without the provo-


cation the accusation was esteemed no unbecoming actian,


for they delighted to see young men as eagerly attacking in-


justice, as good dogs do wild beasts. But when great animosi-


ties ensued, insomuch that some were wounded and killed in


the fray, Servilius escaped. Lucullus followed his studies


and became a competent speaker, in both Greek and Latin,


insomuch that Sylla, when composing the commentaries of


his own life and actions, dedicated them to him, as one who
could have performed the task better himself. His speech


was not only elegant and ready for purposes of mere busi-


ness, like the ordinary oratory which will in the public


market-place,


Lash as a wounded tunny does the sea,


but on every other occasion shows itself


Dried up and perished with the want of wit ;


but even in his younger days he addicted himself to the


study, simply for its own sake, of the liberal arts ; and when
advanced in years, after a life of conflicts, he gave his mind,


as it were, its liberty, to enjoy in full leisure the refresh-


ment of philosophy ; and summoning up his contemplative


faculties, administered a timely check, after his difference


with Pompey, to his feelings of emulation and ambition.


Besides what has been said of his love of learning already,


one instance more was, that in his youth, upon a suggestion


of writing the Marsian war in Greek and Latin verse and


prose, arising out of some pleasantry that passed into a


serious proposal, he agreed with Hortensius the lawyer and


Sisenna the historian, that he would take his lot ; and it
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seems that the lot directed him to the Greek tongue, for a


Greek history of that war is still extant.


Among the many signs of the great love which he bore


to his brother Marcus, one in particular is commemorated
by the Romans. Though he was elder brother, he would
not step into authority without him, but deferred his own
advance until his brother was qualified to bear a share


with him, and so won upon the people as, when absent, tc


be chosen iEdile with him.


He gave many and early proofs of his valor and conduct


in the Marsian war, and was admired by Sylla for his con-


stancy and mildness, and always employed in affairs of


importance, especially in the mint ; most of the money for


carrying on the Mithridatic war being coined by him in


Peloponnesus, which, by the soldiers' wants, was brought


into rapid circulation and long continued current under


the name of Lucullean coin. After this, when Sylla con-


quered Athens, and was victorious by land, but found the


supplies for his army cut off, the enemy being master at


sea, Lucullus was the man whom he sent into Libya and


Egypt, to procure him shipping. It was the depth of


winter when he ventured with but three small Greek ves-


sels, and as many Rhodian galleys, not only into the main


sea, but also among multitudes of vessels belonging to the


enemies who were cruising about as absolute masters. Ar-


riving at Crete, he gained it, and finding the Cyrenians


harassed by long tyrannies and wars, he composed their


troubles, and settled their government
;
putting the city in


mind of that saying which Plato once had oracularly


uttered of them, who, being requested to prescribe laws to


them, and mould them into some sound form of govern-


ment, made answer that it was a hard thing to give laws


to the Cyrenians, abounding, as they did, in wealth and


plenty. For nothing is more intractable than man when
in felicity, nor anything more docile, when he has been


reduced and humbled by fortune. This made the Cyre*
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nians so willingly submit to the laws which Luculius im-


posed upon them. From thence sailing into Egypt, and


pressed by pirates, he lostmost of his vessels ; but he himself


narrowly escaping, made a magnificent entry into Alex-


andria. The whole fleet, a compliment due only to royalty,


met him in full array, and the young Ptolemy showed


wonderful kindness to him, appointing him lodging and


diet in the palace, where no foreign commander before him
had been received. Besides, he gave him gratuities and


presents, not such as were usually given to men of his


condition, but four times as much ; of which, however, he


took nothing more than served his necessity and accepted


of no gift, though what was worth eighty talents was
offered him. It is reported he neither went to see Mem-
phis, nor any of the celebrated wonders of Egypt. It was
for a man of no business and much curiosity to see such


things, not for him who had left his commander in the


field lodging under the ramparts of his enemies.


Ptolemy, fearing the issue of that war, deserted the con-


federacy, but nevertheless sent a convoy with him as far as


Cyprus, and at parting, with much ceremony, wishing him
a good voyage, gave him a very precious emerald set in


gold. Luculius at first refused it, but when the king


showed him his own likeness cut upon it, he thought he


could not persist in a denial, for had he parted with


such open offence, it might have endangered his passage.


Drawing a considerable squadron together, which he sum-


moned as he sailed by out of all the maritime towns except


those suspected of piracy, he sailed for Cyprus ; and
there understanding that the enemy lay in wait under


the promontories for him, he laid up his fleet, and
sent to the cities to send in provisions for his wintering


among them. But when time served, he launched his


ships suddenly, and went off, and hoisting all his sails in


the night, while he kept them down in the day, thus came
safe to Rhodes. Being furnished with ships at Rhodes, he
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also prevailed upon the inhabitants of Cos and Cnidus, ta


leave the king's side, and join in an expedition against the


Samians. Out of Chios he himself drove the king's party,


and set the Colophonians at liberty, having seized Epigonus


the tyrant, who oppressed them.


About this time Mithridates left Pergamus, and retired


to Pitane, where being closely besieged by Fimbria on the


land, and not daring to engage with so bold and victorious


a commander, he was concerting means for escape by sea,


and sent for all his fleets from every quarter to attend


him. Which when Fimbria perceived, having no ships of


his own, he sent to Lucullus, entreating him to assist him
with his, in subduing the most odious and warlike of kings,


lest the opportunity of humbling Mithridates, the prize


which the Romans had pursued with so much blood and


trouble, should now at last be lost, when he was within


the net, and easily to be taken. And were he caught, no


one would be more highly commended than Lucullus, who
stopped his passage and seized him in his flight. Being


driven from the land by the one, and met in the sea by the


other, he would give matter of renown and glory to them
both, and the much applauded actions of Sylla at Orcho-


menus and about Chseronea would no longer be thought of


by the Romans. The proposal was no unreasonable thing;


it being obvious to all men, that if Lucullus had hearkened to


Fimbria, and with his navy, which was then near at hand,


had blocked up the haven, the war soon had been brought


to an end, and infinite numbers of mischiefs prevented


thereby. But he, whether from the sacredness of friend-


ship between himself and Sylla, reckoning all other con-


siderations of public or of private advantage inferior to it,


or out of detestation of the wickedness of Fimbria, whom
he abhorred for advancing himself by the late death of his


friend and the general of the army, or by a divine fortune


sparing Mithridates then, that he might have him an
adversary for a time to come, for whatever reason, refused
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to comply, and suffered Mithridates to escape and laugh


at the attempts of Fimbria. He himself alone first, near


Lectum, in Troas, in a sea-fight, overcame the king's ships


;


and afterwards, discovering Neoptolemus lying in wait for


him near Tenedos, with a greater fleet, he went aboard a


Rhodian quinquereme galley, commanded by Damagoras,


a man of great experience at sea, and friendly to the


Romans, and sailed before the rest. Neoptolemus made
up furiously at him, and commanded the master, with all


imaginable might, to charge ; but Damagoras, fearing the


bulk and massy stem of the admiral, thought it dangerous to


meet him prow to prow, and, rapidly wheeling round, bid


his men back water, and so received him astern ; in which


place, though violently borne upon, he received no manner
of harm, the blow being defeated by falling on those parts


of the ship which lay under water. By which time, the


rest of the fleet coming up to him, Lucullus gave order to


turn again, and vigorously falling upon the enemy, put


them to flight, and pursued Neoptolemus. After this he


came to Sylla, in Chersonesus, as he was preparing to pass


the strait, and brought timely assistance for the safe trans-


portation of the army.


Peace being presently made, Mithridates sailed off to the


Euxine sea, but Sylla taxed the inhabitants of Asia twenty


thousand talents, and ordered Lucullus to gather and coin


the money. And it was no small comfort to the cities


under Sylla's severity, that a man of not only incorrupt and


just behavior, but also of moderation, should be employed


in so heavy and odious an office. The Mityienseans, whc
absolutely revolted, he was willing should return to their


duty, and submit to a moderate penalty for the offence they


had given in the case of Marius. But finding them bent upon
their own destruction, he came up to them, defeated them
at sea, blocked them up in their city and besieged them


;


then sailing off from them openly in the day to Elsea, he


returned privately, and posting an ambush near the city,
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lay quiet himself. And on the Mitylenseans coming out


eagerly and in disorder to plunder the deserted camp, he


fell upon them, took many of them, and slew five hundred,


who stood upon their defence. He gained six thousand


slaves, and a very rich booty.


He was no way engaged in the great and general troubles


of Italy which Sylla and Marius created, a happy providence


at that time detaining him in Asia upon business. He was
as much in Sylla's favor, however, as any of his other


friends; Sylla, as was said before, dedicated his Memoirs to


him as a token of kindness, and at his death, passing by


Pompey, made him guardian to his son ; which seems, indeed,


to have been the rise of the quarrel and jealousy between


them two, being both young men, and passionate for honor.


A little after Sylla's death, he was made consul with


Marcus Cotta, about the one hundred and seventy-sixth


Olympiad. The Mithridatic war being then under debate,


Marcus declared that it was not finished, but only respited


for a time, and therefore, upon choice of provinces, the lot


falling to Lucullus to have Gaul within the Alps, a province


where no great action was to be done, he was ill-pleased.


But chiefly, the success of Pompey in Spain fretted him, as,


with the renown he got there, if the Spanish war were


finished in time, he was likely to be chosen general before


any one else against Mithridates. So that when Pompey
sent for money, and signified by letter that, unless it were


sent him, he would leave the country and Sertorius, and


bring his forces home to Italy, Lucullus most zealously


supported his request, to prevent any pretence of his re-


turning home during his own consulship ; for all things


would have been at his disposal, at the head of so great an


army. For Cethegus, the most influential popular leader


at that time, owing to his always both acting and speaking


to please the people, had, as it happened, a hatred to Lu-


cullus, who had not concealed his disgust at his debauched,


insolent, and lawless life. Liucullus, therefore, was at open
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warfare with him. And Lucius Quintius, also, another


demagogue, who was taking steps against Sylla's constitu-


tion, and endeavoring to put things out of order, by private


exhortations and public admonitions he checked in his


designs, and repressed his ambition, wisely and safely


remedying a great evil at the very outset.


At this time news came that Octavius, the governor of


Cilicia, was dead, and many were eager for the place, court-


ing Cethegus, as the man best able to serve them. Lucullus


set little value upon Cilicia itself, no otherwise than as he


thought, by his acceptance of it, no other man besides him-


self might be employed in the war against Mithridates, by


reason of its nearness to Cappadocia. This made him strain


every effort that that province might be allotted to him-


self, and to none other; which led him at last into an


expedient not so honest or commendable, as it was service-


able for compassing his design, submitting to necessity


against his own inclination. There was one Prsecia, a


celebrated wit and beauty, but in other respects nothing


better than an ordinary harlot ; who, however, to the charms


of her person adding the reputation of one that loved


and served her friends, by making use of those who visited


her to assist their designs and promote their interests, had


thus gained great power. She had seduced Cethegus, the


first man at that time in reputation and authority of all the


city, and enticed him to her love, and so had made all author-


ity follow her. For nothing of moment was done in which


Cethegus was not concerned, and nothing by Cethegus


without Prsecia. This woman Lucullus gained to his side


by gifts and flattery (and a great price it was in itself to so


stately and magnificent a dame, to be seen engaged in the


same cause with Lucullus), and thus he presently found


Cethegus his friend, using his utmost interest to procure


Cilicia for him ; which when once obtained, there was no
more need of applying himself either of Prsecia, or Cethegus


;


for all unanimously voted him to the Mithridatic war, by no
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hands likely to be so successfully managed as his. Pompey
was still contending with Sertorius, and Metellus by age


unfit for service ; which two alone were the competitors


who could prefer any claim with Lucullus for that com'


mand. Cotta, his colleague, after much ado in the senate,


was sent away with a fleet to guard the Propontis, and
defend Bithynia.


Lucullus carried with him a legion under his own orders,


and crossed over into Asia and took the command of the


forces there, composed of men who were all thoroughly


disabled by dissoluteness and rapine, and the Fimbrians,


as they were called, utterly unmanageable by long want of


any sort of discipline. For these were they who under


Fimbria had slain Flaccus, the consul and general, and
afterwards betrayed Fimbria to Sylla ; a wilful and lawless


set of men, but warlike, expert and hardy in the field. Lu-


cullus in a short time took down the courage of these, and
disciplined the others, who then first, in all probability,


knew what a true commander and governor was ; whereas


in former times they had been courted to service, and took


up arms at nobody's command, but their own wills.


The enemy's provisions for war stood thus : Mithridates,


like the Sophists, boastful and haughty at first, set upon


the Romans, with a very inefficient army, such, indeed, as


made a good show, but was nothing for use ; but being


shamefully routed, and taught a lesson for a second engage-


ment, he reduced his forces to a proper, serviceable shape.


Dispensing with the mixed multitudes, and the noisy men-


aces of barbarous tribes of various languages, and with the


ornaments of gold and precious stones, a greater temptation


to the victors than security to the bearers, he gave his


men broad swords like the Romans', and massy shields


;


chose horses better for service than show, drew up an


hundred and twenty thousand foot in the figure of the


Roman phalanx, and had sixteen thousand horse, besides


chariots armed with scythes, no less than a hundred. Be-
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sides which, he set out a fleet not at all cumbered with gilded


cabins, luxurious baths, and women's furniture, but stored


with weapons and darts, and other necessaries, and thus


made a descent upon Bithynia. Not only did these parts


willingly receive him again, but almost all Asia regarded


him as their salvation from the intolerable miseries which
they were suffering from the Roman money-lenders and
revenue farmers. These, afterwards, who like harpies stole


away their very nourishment, Lucullus drove away, and at


this time, by reproving them, did what he could to make
them more moderate, and to prevent a general secession,


then breaking out in all parts. While Lucullus was
detained in rectifying these matters, Cotta, finding affairs


ripe for action, prepared for battle with Mithridates ; and


news coming from all hands that Lucullus had already


entered Phrygia, on his march against the enemy, he,


thinking he had a triumph all but actually hi his hands,


lest his colleague should share in the glory of it, hasted to


battle without him. But being routed, both by sea and


land, he lost sixty ships with their men, and four thousand


foot, and himself was forced into and besieged in Chalcedon,


there waiting for relief from Lucullus. There were those


about Lucullus who would have had him leave Cotta, and


go forward, in hope of surprising the defenceless kingdom
of Mithridates. And this was the feeling of the soldiers in


general, who were indignant that Cotta should by his ill-


counsel not only lose his own army, but hinder them also


from conquest, which at that time, without the hazard of


a battle, they might have obtained. But Lucullus, in a


public address, declared to them that he would rather save


one citizen from the enemy, than be master of all that


they had.


Archelaus, the former commander in Bceotia underMith-


ridates, who afterwards deserted him and accompanied the


Romans, protested to Lucullus that, upon his bare coming,


he would possess himself of all Pontus. But he answered,
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that it did not become him to be more cowardly than hunts,


men, to leave the wild beasts abroad and seek after sport


in their deserted dens. Having so said, he made towards


Mithridates with thirty thousand foot and two thousand


five hundred horse. But on being come in sight of his ene-


mies, he was astonished at their numbers, and thought to


forbear righting, and wear out time. But Marius, whom
Sertorius had sent out of Spain to Mithridates with forces


under him, stepping out and challenging him, he prepared


for battle. In the very instant before joining battle, with-


out any perceptible alteration preceding, on a sudden the


sky opened, and a large luminous body fell down in the


midst between the armies, in shape like a hogshead, but in


color like melted silver, insomuch that both armies in alarm


withdrew. This wonderful prodigy happened in Phrygia,


near Otryse. Lucullus after this began to think with him-


self that no human power and wealth could suffice to sus-


tain such great numbers as Mithridates had, for any long


time in the face of an enemy, and commanded one of the


captives to be brought before him, and first of all asked


him how many companions had been quartered with him
and how much provision he had left behind him, and when
he had answered him, commanded him to stand aside


;


then asked a second and a third the same question ; after


which, comparing the quantity of provision wT
ith the men,


he found that in three or four days' time his enemies


would be brought to want. This all the more determined


him to trust to time, and he took measures to store his


camp with all sorts of provision, and thus living in plenty,


trusted to watch the necessities of his hungry enemy.


This made Mithridates set out against the Cyzicenians,


miserably shattered in the fight at Chalcedon, where they


lost no less than three thousand citizens and ten ships.


And that he might the safer steal away unobserved by
Lucullus, immediately after supper, by the help of a dark


and wet night, he went off, and by the morning gained the
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neighborhood of the city, and sat down with his forces


upon the Adrastean mount. Lucullus, on finding him gone,


pursued, but was well pleased not to overtake him with


his own forces in disorder ; and he sat down near what is


called the Thracian village, an admirable position for com-


manding all the roads and the places whence, and through


which, the provisions for Mithridates's camp must of ne-


cessity come. And judging now of the event, he no longer


kept his mind from his soldiers, but when the camp was
fortified and their work finished, called them together,


and with great assurance told them that in a few days,


without the expense of blood, he would give them victory.


Mithridates besieged the Cyzicenians with ten camps


by land, and with his ships occupied the strait that was
betwixt their city and the mainland, and so blocked them
up on all sides ; they, however, were fully prepared stoutly


to receive him, and resolved to endure the utmost extrem-


ity, rather than forsake the Romans. That which troubled


them most was, that they knew not where Lucullus was,


and heard nothing of him, though at that time his army
was visible before them. But they were imposed upon by the


Mithridatians, who, showing them the Romans encamped


on the hills, said, " Do ye see those ? those are the auxiliary


Armenians and Medes, whom Tigranes has sent to Mithri-


dates." They were thus overwhelmed with thinking of


the vast numbers round them, and could not believe any


way of relief was left them, even if Lucullus should come
up to their assistance. Demonax, a messenger sent in by
Archelaus, was the first who told them of Lucullus's arrival


;


but they disbelieved his report, and thought he came with


a story invented merely to encourage them. At which


time it happened that a boy, a prisoner who had run away
from the enemy, was brought before them; who, being


asked where Lucullus was, laughed at their jesting, as


he thought, but, finding them in earnest, with his finger


pointed to the Roman camp ; upon which they took cour-







122 PLUTABCH ' S LIVES.


age. The lake Dascylitis was navigated with vessels of


some little size ; one, the biggest of them, Lucullus drew


ashore, and carrying her across in a wagon to the sea,


filled her with soldiers, who, sailing along unseen in the


dead of the night, came safe into the city.


The gods themselves, too, in admiration of the constancy


of the Cyzicenians, seems to have animated them with mani-


fest signs, more especially now in the festival of Proserpine,


where a black heifer being wanting for sacrifice, they sup-


plied it by a figure made of dough, which they set before


the altar. But the holy heifer set apart for the goddess,


and at that time grazing with the other herds of the Cyzi-


cenians on the other side of the strait, left the herd and


swam over to the city alone, and offered herself for sacri-


fice. By night, also, the goddess appearing to Aristagoras,


the town clerk, " I am come," said she, " and have brought


the Libyan piper against the Pontic trumpeter ; bid the citi-


zens, therefore, be of good courage." While the Cyzicen-


ians were wondering what the words could mean, a sudden


wind sprung up and caused a considerable motion on the


sea. The king's battering engines, the wonderful contriv-


ance of Mconides of Thessaly, then under the walls, by their


cracking and rattling soon demonstrated what would follow


;


after which an extraordinarily tempestuous south wind suc-


ceeding shattered, in a short space of time, all the rest of


the works, and, by a violent concussion, threw down the


wooden tower a hundred cubits high. It is said that in


Ilium Minerva appeared to many that night in their sleep,


with the sweat running down her person, and showed them
her robe torn in one place, telling them that she had just


arrived from relieving the Cyzicenians; and the inhabitants


to this day show a monument, with an inscription including


a public decree, referring to the fact.


Mithridates, through the knavery of his officers, not


knowing for some time the want of provision in his camp,


was troubled in mind that the Cyzicenians should hold out
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against him. But his ambition and anger fell, when he


saw his soldiers in the extremity of want, and feeding on


man's flesh ; as, in truth, Lucullus was not carrying on the


war as mere matter of show and stage-play, but, according


to the proverb, made the seat of war in the belly, and did


everything to cut off their supplies of food. Mithridates,


therefore, took advantage of the time while Lucullus was
storming a fort, and sent away almost all his horse to Bi-


thynia, with the sumpter cattle, and as many of the foot as


were unfit for service. On intelligence of which, Lucullus,


while it was yet night, came to his camp, and in the morn-


ing, though it was stormy weather, took with him ten


cohorts of foot, and the horse, and pursued them under


falling snow and in cold so severe that many of his soldiers


were unable to proceed ; and with the rest coming upon the


enemy, near the river Rhyndacus, he overthrew them with


so great a slaughter that the very women of Apollonia came
out to seize on the booty and strip the slain. Great num-
bers, as we may suppose, were slain ; six thousand horses


were taken, with an infinite number of beasts of burden,


and no less than fifteen thousand men. All which he led


along by the enemy's camp. I cannot but wonder on this


occasion at Sallust, who says that this was the first time


camels were seen by the Romans, as if he thought those


who, long before, under Scipio defeated Antiochus, or


those who lately had fought against Archelaus near Orcho-


menus and Chseronea, had not known what a camel was.


Mithridates himself, fully determined upon flight, as mere


delays and diversions for Lucullus, sent his admiral Aris-


tonicus to the Greek sea ; who, however, was betrayed in the


very instant of going off, and Lucullus became master of him,


and ten thousand pieces of gold which he was carrying with


him to corrupt some of the Roman army. After which,


Mithridates himself made for the sea, leaving the foot offi-


cers to conduct the army, upon whom Lucullus fell, near


the river Granicus, where he took a vast number alive, and
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slew twenty thousand. It is reported that the total number
killed, of fighting men and of others who followed the camp,


amounted to something not far short of three hundred


thousand.


Lucullus first went to Cyzicus, where he was received


with all the joy and gratitude suiting the occasion, and
then collected a navy, visiting the shores of the Hellespont.


And arriving at Troas, he lodged in the temple of Venus,


where, in the night, he thought he saw the goddess coming


to him, and saying,


Sleep'st thou, great lion, when the fawns are nigh ?


Rising up hereupon, he called his friends to him, it being


yet night, and told them his vision ; at which instant some
Ilians came up and acquainted him that thirteen of the


king's quinqueremes were seen off the Achaean harbor, sail-


ing for Lemnos. He at once put to sea, took these, and
slew their admiral Isidorus. And then he made after an-


other squadron, who were just come into port, and were


hauling their vessels ashore, but fought from the decks,


and sorely galled Lucullus's men ; there being neither room
to sail round them, nor to bear upon them for any damage,


his ships being afloat, while theirs stood secure and fixed


on the sand. After much ado, at the only landing-place of


fche island, he disembarked the choicest of his men, who,


falling upon the enemy behind, killed some, and forced


others to cut their cables, and thus making from the shore,


they fell foul upon one another, or came within the reach


of Lucullus's fleet. Many were killed in the action. Among
the captives was Marius, the commander sent by Sertorius,


who had but one eye. And it was Lucullus's strict com-


mand to his men before the engagement, that they should


kill no man who had but one eye, that he might rather die


under disgrace and reproach.


This being over, he hastened his pursuit after Mithri-


dates, whom he hoped to still find in Bithynia, intercepted
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by Voconius, whom he sent out before to Mcomedia with


part of the fleet, to stop his flight. But Voconius, loitering


in Samothrace to get initiated and celebrate a feast, let slip


his opportunity, Mithridates being passed by with all his


fleet. He, hastening into Pontus before Lucullus should


come up to him, was caught in a storm, which dispersed


his fleet and sunk several ships. The wreck floated on all


the neighboring shore for many days after. The merchant


ship, in which he himself was, could not well in that heavy


swell be brought ashore by the masters for its bigness, and


it being heavy with water and ready to sink, he left it and


went aboard a pirate vessel, delivering himself into the


hands of pirates, and thus unexpectedly and wonderfully


came safe to Heraclea, in Pontus.


Thus the proud language Lucullus had used to the


senate, ended without any mischance. For they having


decreed him three thousand talents to furnish out a navy,


he himself was against it, and sent them word that without


any such great and costly supplies, by the confederate


shipping alone, he did not in the least doubt but to rout


Mithridates from the sea. And so he did, by divine assist-


ance, for it is said that the wrath of Diana of Priapus


brought the great tempest upon the men of Pontus,


because they had robbed her temple, and removed her


image.


Many were persuading Lucullus to defer the war, but he


rejected their counsel, and marched through Bithynia and
Galatia into the king's country, in such great scarcity of


provision at first, that thirty thousand Galatians followed,


every man carrying a bushel of wheat at his back. But
subduing all in his progress before him, he at last found


himself in such great plenty that an ox was sold in the


camp for a single drachma, and a slave for four. The other


booty they made no account of, but left it behind or de-


stroyed it ; there being no disposing of it, where all had.


such abundance. But when they had made frequent in-
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cursions with their cavalry, and had advanced as far as


Themiscyra, and the plains of the Thermodon, merely lay-


ing waste the country before them, they began to find


fault with Lucullus, asking " why he took so many towns


by surrender, and never one by storm, which might enrich


them with the plunder? and now, forsooth, leaving Amisus


behind, a rich and wealthy city, of easy conquest, if closely


besieged, he will carry us into the Tibarenian and Chaldean


wilderness, to fight with Mithridates." Lucullus, little


thinking this would be of such dangerous consequence as


it afterwards proved, took no notice and slighted it ; and


was rather anxious to excuse himself to those who blamed


his tardiness, in losing time about small, pitiful places not


worth the while, and allowing Mithridates opportunity to


recruit. " That is what I design," said he, " and sit here


contriving by my delay, that he may grow great again, and


gather a considerable army, which may induce him to


stand, and not fly away before us. For do you not see the


wide and unknown wilderness behind ? Caucasus is not


far off, and a multitude of vast mountains, enough to con-


ceal ten thousand kings that wished to avoid a battle.


Besides this, a journey but of few days leads from Cabira


to Armenia, where Tigranes reigns, king of kings, and holds


in his hands a power that has enabled him to keep the


Parthians in narrow bounds, to remove Greek cities bodily


into Media, to conquer Syria and Palestine, to put to death


the kings of the royal line of Seleucus, and carry away
their wives and daughters by violence. This same is rela-


tion and son-in-law to Mithridates, and cannot but receive


him upon entreaty, and enter into war with us to defend


him ; so that, while we endeavor to dispose Mithridates,


we shall endanger the bringing in of Tigranes against us,


who already has sought occasion to fall out with us, but


can never find one so justifiable as the succor of a friend


and prince in his necessity. Why, therefore, should we
put Mithridates upon this resource, who as yet does not
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see how he may best fight with us, and disdains to stoop to


Tigranes ; and not rather allow him time to gather a new
army and grow confident again, that we may thus fight


with Colchians and Tibarenians, whom we have often


defeated already, and not with Medes and Armenians."


Upon these motives, Lucullus sat clown before Amisus,


and slowly carried on the siege. But the winter being well


spent, he left Murena in charge of it, and went himself


against Mithridates, then rendezvousing at Cabira, and


resolving to await the Romans, with forty thousand foot


about him, and fourteen thousand horse, on whom he


chiefly confided. Passing the river Lycus, he challenged


the Romans into the plains, where the cavalry engaged,


and the Romans were beaten. Pomponius, a man of some


note, was taken wounded ; and sore, and in pain as he was,


was carried before Mithridates, and asked by the king if he


would become his friend, if he saved his life. He answered,


" Yes, if you become reconciled to the Romans ; if not,


your enemy." Mithridates wondered at him, and did him


no hurt. The enemy being with their cavalry master of


the plains, Lucullus was something afraid, and hesitated to


enter the mountains, being very large, woody, and almost


inaccessible, when, by good luck, some Greeks who had fled


into a cave were taken, the eldest of whom, Artemidorus


by name, promised to bring Lucullus, and seat him hi a place


of safety for his army, where there was a fort that over-


looked Cabira. Lucullus, believing him, lighted his fires,


and marched in the night ; and safely passing the defile,


gained the place, and in the morning was seen above the


enemy, pitching his camp in a place advantageous to


descend upon them if he desired to fight, and secure from


being forced, if he preferred to lie still. Neither side was


willing to engage at present. But it is related that some


of the king's party were hunting a stag, and some Romans
wanting to cut them off, came out and met them. Where-


upon they skirmished, more still drawing together to each
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side, and at last the king's party prevailed, on which the


Romans, from their camp seeing their companions fly, were


enraged, and ran to Lucullus with entreaties to lead them
out, demanding that the sign might be given for battle. But


he, that they might know of what consequence the presence


and appearance of a wise commander is in time of conflict


and danger, ordered them to stand still. But he went down
himself into the plains, and meeting with the foremost that


fled, commanded them to stand and turn back with him.


These obeying, the rest also turned and formed again in a


body, and thus, with no great difficulty, drove back the


enemies, and pursued them to their camp. After his


return, Lucullus inflicted the customary punishment upon


the fugitives, and made them dig a trench of twelve foot,


working in their frocks unfastened, while the rest stood by
and looked on.


There was in Mithridates's camp one Olthacus, a chief of


the Dandarians, a barbarous people living near the lake


Mseotis, a man remarkable for strength and courage in fight,


wise in council, and pleasant and ingratiating in conversa-


tion. He, out of emulation, and a constant eagerness


which possessed him to outdo one of the other chiefs of his


country, promised a great piece of service to Mithridates,


no less than the death of Lucullus. The king commended
his resolution, and, according to agreement, counterfeited


anger, and put some disgrace upon him ; whereupon he


took horse, and fled to Lucullus, who kindly received him,


being a man of great name in the army. After some short


trial of his sagacity and perseverance, he found way to


Lucullus's board and council. The Dandarian, thinking


he had a fair opportunity, commanded his servants to lead


his horse out of the camp, while he himself, as the soldiers


were refreshing and resting themselves, it being then high


noon, went to the general's tent, not at all expecting that


entrance would be denied to one who was so familiar with


him, and came under pretence of extraordinary business
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with him. He had certainly been admitted had not sleep,


which has destroyed many captains, saved Lucullus. For
so it was, and Menedemus, one of the bedchamber, was
standing at the door, who told Olthacus that it was altogether


unseasonable to see the general, since, after long watching


and hard labor, he was but just before laid down to repose


himself. Olthacus would not go away upon this denial, but


still persisted, saying that he must go in to speak of some
necessary affairs, whereupon Menedemus grew angry, and


replied that nothing was more necessary than the safety of


Lucullus, and forced him away with both hands. Upon
which, out of fear, he straightway left the camp, took horse,


and without effect returned to Mithridates. Thus in action


as in physic, it is the critical moment that gives both the


fortunate and the fatal effect.


After this, Sornatius being sent out with ten companies


for forage, and pursued by Menander, one of Mithridates'


s


captains, stood his ground, and after a sharp engagement,


routed and slew a considerable number of the enemy.


Adrianus being sent afterward, with some forces, to procure


food enough and to spare for the camp, Mithridates did


not let the opportunity slip, but despatched Menemachus
and Myro, with a great force, both horse and foot, against


him, all which except two men, it is stated, were cut off by
the Romans. Mithridates concealed the loss, giving it out


that it was a small defeat, nothing near so great as reported,


and occasioned by the unskilfulness of the leaders. But
Adrianus in great pomp passed by his camp, having many
wagons full of corn and other booty, filling Mithridates


with distress, and the army with confusion and consterna-


tion. It was resolved, therefore, to stay no longer. But
when the king's servants sent away their own goods quietly,


and hindered others from doing so too, the soldiers in


great fury thronged and crowded to the gates, seized on


the king's servants and killed them, and plundered the


baggage. Dorylaus, the general, in this confusion, having
9
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nothing else besides his purple cloak, lost his life foi


that, and Hermseus the priest was trod underfoot in the


gate.


Mithridates, having not one of his guards, nor even a


groom remaining with him, got out of the camp in the


throng, but had none of his horses with him ; until Ptolemy,


the eunuch, some little time after, seeing him in the press


making his way among the others, dismounted and gave his


horse to the king. The Romans were already close upon
him in their pursuit, nor was it through want of speed


that they failed to catch him, but they were as near as


possible doing so. But greediness and a petty military


avarice hindered them from acquiring that booty which in


so many fights and hazards they had sought after, and lost


Lucullus the prize of his victory. For the horse which


carried the king was within reach, but one of the mules


that carried the treasure either by accident stepping in, or


by order of the king so appointed to go between him and
the pursuers, they seized and pilfered the gold, and falling


out among themselves about the prey, let slip the great


prize. Neither was their greediness prejudicial to Lucullus


in this only, but also they slew Callistratus, the king's con-


fidential attendant, under suspicion of having five hundred


pieces of gold in his girdle ; whereas Lucullus had specially


ordered that he should be conveyed safe into the camp.


Notwithstanding all which, he gave them leave to plunder


the camp.


After this, in Cabira, and other strongholds which he took,


he found great treasures, and private prisons, in which many
Greeks and many of the king's relations had been confined,


who, having long since counted themselves no other than


dead men, by the favor of Lucullus met not with relief so


truly as with a new life and second birth. Nyssa, also, sister


of Mithridates, enjoyed the like fortunate captivity; while


those who seemed to be most out of danger, his wives and


sisters at Phernacia, placed in safety as they thought, misera-
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bly perished, Mithridates in his flight sending Bacchides the


eunuch to them. Among others there were two sisters of


the king, Roxana and Statira, unmarried women forty years


old, and two Ionian wives, Berenice of Chios and Monime of


Miletus. This latter was the most celebrated among the


Greeks, because she so long withstood the king in his court-


ship to her, though he presented her with fifteen thousand


pieces of gold, until a covenant of marriage was made, and


a crown was sent her, and she was saluted queen. She had


been a sorrowful woman before, and often bewailed her


beauty, that had procured her a keeper, instead of a hus-


band, and a watch of barbarians, instead of the home and


attendance of a wife ; and, removed far from Greece, she


enjoyed the pleasure which she proposed to herself, only in


a dream, being in the mean time robbed of that which is


real. And when Bacchides came and bade them prepare


for death, as every one thought most easy and painless, she


took the diadem from her head, and fastening the string to


her neck, suspended herself with it ; which soon breaking,


" O wretched headband !


" said she, " not able to help me
even in this small thing !


" And throwing it away she


spat on it, and offered her throat to Bacchides. Berenice


had prepared a potion for herself, but at her mother's en-


treaty, who stood by, she gave her part of it. Both drank


of the potion, which prevailed over the weaker body. But
Berenice, having drunk too little, was not released by it,


but lingering on unable to die, was strangled by Bacchides


for haste. It is said that one of the unmarried sisters drank


the poison, with bitter execrations and curses ; but Statira


uttered nothing ungentle or reproachful, but, on the con-


trary, commended her brother, who in his own danger


neglected not theirs, but carefully provided that they might


go out of the world without shame or disgrace.


Lucullus, being a good and humane man, was concerned


at these things. However, going on, he came to Talaura,


from whence four days before his arrival Mithridates had
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fled, and was got to Tigranes in Armenia. He turned off,


therefore, and subdued the Chaldeans and Tibarenians,


with the lesser Armenia, and having reduced all their forts


and cities, he sent Appius to Tigranes to demand Mith-


ridates. He himself went to Amisus, which still held out


under the command of Callimachus, who, by his great en-


gineering skill, and his dexterity at all the shifts and sub-


tleties of a siege, had greatly incommoded the Romans.


For which afterward he paid dear enough, and was now
out-manoeuvred by Lucullus, who, unexpectedly coming


upon him at the time of the day when the soldiers used to


withdraw and rest themselves, gained part of the wall, and


forced him to leave the city, in doing which he fired it


;


either envying the Romans the booty, or to secure his own
escape the better. ISTo man looked after those who went
off in the ships, but as soon as the fire had seized on most
part of the wall, the soldiers prepared themselves for


plunder; while Lucullus, pitying the ruin of the city,


brought assistance from without, and encouraged his men
to extinguish the flames. But all, being intent upon the


prey, and giving no heed to him, with loud outcries, beat


and clashed their arms together, until he was compelled to


let them plunder, that by that means he might at least


save the city from fire. But they did quite the contrary,


for in searching the houses with lights and torches every-


where, they were themselves the cause of the destruction


of most of the buildings, inasmuch that when Lucullus the


next day went in, he shed tears, and said to his friends,


that he had often before blessed the fortune of Sylla, but


never so much admired it as then, because when he was
willing, he was also able to save Athens, " but my infelicity


is such, that while I endeavor to imitate him, I become like


Mummius." Nevertheless, he endeavored to save as much
of the city as he could, and at the same time, also, by a


happy providence a fall of rain concurred to extinguish


the fire. He himself while present repaired the ruins a§







LUCULLUS. 133


much as he could, receiving back the inhabitants who had


fled, and settling as many other Greeks as were willing to


live there, adding a hundred furlongs of ground to the


place.


This city was a colony of Athens, built at that time when
she flourished and was powerful at sea, upon which account


many who fled from Aristion's tyranny settled here, and


were admitted as citizens, but had the ill-luck to fly from


evils at home, into greater abroad. As many of these as


survived Lucullus furnished every one with clothes, and


two hundred drachmas, and sent them away into their own
country. On this occasion Tyrannion the grammarian was
taken. Murena begged him of Lucullus, and took him and


made him a freedman ; but in this he abused Lucullus's


favor, who by no means liked that a man of high repute for


learning should be first made a slave and then freed ; for


freedom thus speciously granted again, was a real depriva-


tion of what he had before. But not in this case alone


Murena showed himself far inferior in generosity to the


general.


Lucullus was now busy in looking after the cities of


Asia, and having no war to divert his time, spent it in the


administration of law and justice, the want of which had


for a long time left the province a prey to unspeakable and


incredible miseries; so plundered and enslaved by tax-


farmers and usurers, that private people were compelled to


sell their sons in the flower of their youth, and their


daughters in their virginity, and the States publicly to


sell their consecrated gifts, pictures, and statues. In the


end their lot was to yield themselves up slaves to their


creditors, but before this, worse troubles befel them, tort-


ures, inflicted with ropes and by horses, standing abroad


to be scorched when the sun was hot, and being driven


into ice and clay in the cold ; insomuch that slavery was
no less than a redemption and joy to them. Lucullus in a


short time freed the cities from all these evils and oppres^
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sions ; for, first of all, he ordered there should be no more


taken than one per cent. Secondly, where the interest ex-


ceeded the principal, he struck it oft:. The third and most


considerable order was, that the creditor should receive


the fourth part of the debtor's income ; but if any lender


had added the interest to the principal, it was utterly dis-


allowed. Insomuch, that in the space of four years all


debts were paid, and lands returned to their right owners.


The public debt was contracted when Asia was fined


twenty thousand talents by Sylla, but twice as much was


paid to the collectors, who by their usury had by this time


advanced it to a hundred and twenty thousand talents.


And accordingly they inveighed against Lucullus at Rome,


as grossly injured by him, and by their money's help (as,


indeed, they were very powerful, and had many of the


statesmen in their debt), they stirred up several leading


men against him. But Lucullus was not only beloved by
the cities which he obliged, but was also wished for by other


provinces, who blessed the good-luck of those who had
such a governor over them.


Appius Clodius, who was sent to Tigranes (the same
Clodius was brother to Lucullus's wife), being led by the


king's guides, a roundabout way, unnecessarily long and
tedious, through the upper country, being informed by his


freedman, a Syrian by nation, of the direct road, left that


lengthy and fallacious one ; and bidding the barbarians, his


guides, adieu, in a few days passed over Euphrates, and
came to Antioch upon Daphne. There being commanded
to wait for Tigranes, who at that time was reducing some
towns in Phoenicia, he won over many chiefs to his side,


who unwillingly submitted to the king of Armenia, among
whom was Zarbienus, king of the Gordyenians ; also many
of the conquered cities corresponded privately with him,


whom he assured of relief from Lucullus, but ordered them
to lie still at present. The Armenian government was an op-


pressive one
?
and intolerable to the Greeks, especially that
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of tne present king, who, growing insolent and overbearing


with his success, imagined all things valuable and esteemed


among men not only were his in fact, but had been pur-


posely created for him alone. From a small and incon-


siderable beginning, he had gone on to be the conqueror of


many nations, had humbled the Parthian power more than


airy before him, and filled Mesopotamia with Greeks, whom
he carried in numbers out of Cilicia and Cappadocia. He
transplanted also the Arabs, who lived in tents, from their


country and home, and settled them near him, that by their


means he might carry on the trade.


He had many kings waiting on him, but four he always


carried with him as servants and guards, who, when he


rode, ran by his horse's side in ordinary under-frocks, and


attended him, when sitting on his throne, and publishing


his decrees to the people, with their hands folded together
;


which posture of all others was that which most expressed


slavery, it being that of men who had bidden adieu to liberty,


and had prepared their bodies more for chastisement, than


the service of their masters. Appius, nothing dismayed or


surprised at this theatrical display, as soon as audience


was granted him, said he came to demand Mithridates for


Lucullus's triumph, otherwise to denounce war against


Tigranes : insomuch that though Tigranes endeavored to


receive him with a smooth countenance and a forced smile,


he could not dissemble his discomposure to those who stood


about him, at the bold language of the young man ; for it


was the first time, perhaps, in twenty-five years, the length


of his reign, or, more truly, of his tyranny, that any free


speech had been uttered to him. However, he made answer


to Appius, that he would not desert Mithridates, and would
defend himself, if the Romans attacked him. He was angry,


also, with Lucullus for calling him only king in his letter,


and not king of kings, and, in his answer, would not give


him his title of imperator. Great gifts were sent to Ap-
pius, which he refused ; but on their being sent again and
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augmented, that he might not seem to refuse in anger, he


took one goblet and sent the rest back, and without delay


went off to the general.


Tigranes before this neither vouchsafed to see nor speak


with Mithridates, though a near kinsman, and forced out


of so considerable a kingdom, but proudly and scornfully


kept him at a distance, as a sort of prisoner, in a marshy
and unhealthy district ; but now, with much profession of


respect and kindness, he sent for him, and at a private


conference between them in the palace, they healed up all


private jealousies between them, punishing their favorites,


who bore all the blame ; among whom Metrodorus of Scepsis


was one, an eloquent and learned man, and so close an in-


timate as commonly to be called the king's father. This


man, as it happened, being employed in an embassy by Mith-


ridates to solicit help against the Romans, Tigranes asked


him, " What would you, Metrodorus, advise me to in this


affair ? " In return to which, either out of good-will to


Tigranes, or a want of solicitude for Mithridates, he made
answer, that as ambassador he counselled him to it, but as


a friend dissuaded him from it. This Tigranes reported,


and affirmed to Mithridates, thinking that no irreparable


harm would come of it to Metrodorus. But upon this he


was presently taken off, and Tigranes was sorry for what
he had done, though he had not, indeed, been absolutely


the cause of his death
;
yet he had given the fatal turn to


the anger of Mithridates, who had privately hated him
before, as appeared from his cabinet papers when taken,


among which there was an order that Metrodorus should


die. Tigranes buried him splendidly, sparing no cost to his


dead body, whom he betrayed when alive. In Tigranes's


court died, also, Amphicrates the orator (if, for the sake of


Athens, we may also mention him), of whom it is told that


he left his country and fled to Seleucia, upon the river


Tigris, and, being desired to teach logic among them, arro-


gantly replied, that the dish was too little to hold a dolphin.
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He, therefore, came to Cleopatra, daughter of Mithri-


dates, and queen to Tigranes, but being accused of misde-


meanors, prohibited all commerce with his countrymen,


ended his days by starving himself. He, in like manner,


received from Cleopatra an honorable burial, near Sapha,


a place so called in that country.


Lucullus, when he had re-established law and a lasting


peace in Asia, did not altogether forget pleasure and mirth,


but, during his residence at Ephesus, gratified the cities


with sports, festival triumphs, wrestling games, and single


combats of gladiators. And they, in requital, instituted


others, called Lucullean games, in honor to him, thus mani-


festing their love to him, which was of more value to him
than all the honor. But when Appius came to him and


told him he must prepare for war with Tigranes, he went
again into Pontus, and, gathering together his army, be-


sieged Sinope, or rather the Cilicians of the king's side who
held it ; who thereupon killed a number of the Sinopians,


and set the city on fire, and by night endeavored to escape.


Which when Lucullus perceived, he entered the city, and


killed eight thousand of them who were still left behind


;


but restored to the inhabitants what was their own, and


took special care for the welfare of the city. To which he


was chiefiy prompted by this vision. One seemed to come
to him in his sleep, and say, " Go on a little further, Lucul-


lus, for Autolycus is coming to see thee." When he arose


he could not imagine what the vision meant. The same
day he took the city, and as he was pursuing the Cilicians,


who were flying by sea, he saw a statue lying on the shore,


which the Cilicians carried so far, but had not time to carry


aboard. It was one of the masterpieces of Sthenis. And
one told him that it was the statue of Autolycus, the founder


of the city. This Autolycus is reported to have been son


to Deimachus, and one of those who, under Hercules, went


on the expedition out of Thessaly against the Amazons
;


ivom whence in his return with Demoleon and Phlogius,
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he lost his vessel on a point of the Chersonesus, called


Pedalium. He himself, with his companions and their


weapons, being saved, came to Sinope, and dispossessed


the Syrians there. The Syrians held it, descended from


Syrus, as is the story, the son of Apollo, and Sinope, the


daughter of Asopus. Which as soon as Lucullus heard, he


remembered the admonition of Sylla, whose advice it is in


his Memoirs to treat nothing as so certain and so worthy


of reliance as an intimation given in dreams.


When it was now told him that Mithridates and Tigranes


were just ready to transport their forces into Lycaonia and


Cilicia, with the object of entering Asia before him, he won-


dered much why the Armenian, supposing him to entertain


any real intentions to fight with the Romans, did not assist


Mithridates in his flourishing condition, and join forces


when he was fit for service, instead of suffering him to be


vanquished and broken in pieces, and now at last beginning


the war, when its hopes were grown cold, and throwing him-


self down headlong with them, who were irrevocably fallen


already. But when Machares, the son of Mithridates, and
governor of Bosporus, sent him a crown, valued at a thousand


pieces of gold, and desired to be enrolled as a friend and
confederate of the Romans, he fairly reputed that war at an


end, and left Sornatius, his deputy, with six thousand sol-


diers, to take care of Pontius. He himself, with twelve


thousand foot and a little less than three thousand horse,


went forth to the second war, advancing, it seemed very


plain, with too great and ill-advised speed, into the midst


of warlike nations and many thousands upon thou-


sands of horse, into an unknown extent of country, every


way inclosed with deep rivers and mountains, never


free from snow ; which made the soldiers, already far from


orderly, follow him with great unwillingness and opposi-


tion. For the same reason, also, the popular leaders at


home publicly inveighed and declaimed against him, as one


that raised up war after war, not so much for the interest
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of the republic, as that he himself, being still in commission,


might not lay down arms, but go on enriching himself by
the public dangers. These men, in the end, effected theii


purpose. But Lucullus, by long journeys, came to the


Euphrates, where, finding the waters high and rough from


the winter, he was much troubled for fear of delay and


difficulty while he should procure boats and make a bridge


of them. But in the evening the flood beginning to retire,


and decreasing all through the night, the next day they


saw the river far down within his banks, so much so that


the inhabitants, discovering the little islands in the river,


and the water stagnating among them, a thing which had
rarely happened before, made obeisance to Lucullus, before


whom the very river was humble and submissive, and


yielded an easy and swift passage. Making use of the op-


portunity, he carried over his army, and met with a lucky


sign at landing. Holy heifers are pastured on purpose for


Diana Persia, whom, of all the gods, the barbarians beyond


Euphrates chiefly adore. They use these heifers only for


her sacrifices. At other times they wander up and down
undisturbed, with the mark of the goddess, a torch, branded


on them ; and it is no such light or easy thing, when occa-


sion requires, to seize one of them. But one of these, when
the army had passed the Euphrates, coming to a rock con-


secrated to the goddess, stood upon it, and then laying


down her neck, like others that are forced down with a


rope, offered herself to Lucullus for sacrifice. Besides


which, he offered also a bull to Euphrates, for his safe


passage. That day he tarried there, but on the next, and


those that followed, he travelled through Sophene, using


no manner of violence to the people who came to him, and
willingly received his army. And when the soldiers were


desirous to plunder a castle that seemed to be well stored


within, "That is the castle," said he, "that we must
storm," showing them Taurus at a distance ;


" the rest is


reserved for those who conquer there." Wherefore has-
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tening his march, and passing the Tigris, he came ovel


into Armenia.


The first messenger that gave notice of Lucullus's coming


was so far from pleasing Tigranes, that he had his head cut


off for his pains ; and no man daring to bring further infor-


mation, without any intelligence at all, Tigranes sat while


war was already blazing around him, giving ear only to


those who flattered him, by saying that Lucullus would


show himself a great commander, if he ventured to wait


for Tigranes at Ephesus, and did not at once fly out of


Asia, at the mere sight of the many thousands that were


come against him. He is a man of a strong body that can


carry off a great quantity of wine, and of a powerful con-


stitution of mind that can sustain felicity. Mithrobarzanes,


one of his chief favorites, first dared to tell him the truth,


but had no more thanks for his freedom of speech, than


to be immediately sent out against Lucullus with three


thousand horse, and a great number of foot, with peremp-


tory demands to bring him alive, and trample down his


army. Some of Lucullus's men were then pitching their


camp, and the rest were coming up to them, when the scouts


gave notice that the enemy was approaching, whereupon he


was in fear lest they should fall upon him, while his men
were divided and unarranged ; which made him stay to pitch


the camp himself, and send out Sextilius the legate, with


sixteen hundred horse, and about as many heavy and light


arms, with orders to advance towards the enemy, and wait


until intelligence came to him that the camp was finished.


Sextilius designed to have kept this order ; but Mithrobar-


zanes coming furiously upon him, he was forced to fight.


In the engagement, Mithrobarzanes himself was slain, fight-


ing, and all his men, except a few who ran away, were de-


stroyed. After this, Tigranes left Tigranocerta, a great city


built by himself, and retired to Taurus, and called all his


forces about him.


But Lucullus, giving him no time to rendezvous, sent out
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Murena to harass and cut oft those who marched to Ti-


granes, and Sextilius, also, to disperse a great company of


Arabians then on the way to the king. Sextilius fell upon


the Arabians in their camp, and destroyed most of them,


and also Murena, in his pursuit after Tigranes through a


craggy and narrow pass, opportunely fell upon him. Upon
which Tigranes, abandoning all his baggage, fled ; many of


the Armenians were killed, and more taken. After this


success, Lucullus went to Tigranocerta, and sitting down be-


fore the city, besieged it. In it were many Greeks carried


away out of Cilicia, and many barbarians in like circum-


stances with the Greeks, Adiabenians, Assyrians, Gordye-


nians, and Cappadocians, whose native cities he had de-


stroyed, and forced away the inhabitants to settle here. It


was a rich and beautiful city, every common man, and every


man of rank, in imitation of the king, studied to enlarge and


adorn it. This made Lucullus more vigorously press the


siege, in the belief that Tigranes would not patiently endure


it, but even against his own judgment would come down in


anger to force him away ; in which he was not mistaken.


Mithridates earnestly dissuaded him from it, sending mes-


sengers and letters to him not to engage, but rather with his


horse to try and cut off the supplies. Taxiles, also, who came
from Mithridates, and who stayed with his army, very


much entreated the king to forbear, and to avoid the


Roman arms, things it was not safe to meddle with. To
this he hearkened at first, but when the Armenians and


Gordyenians in a full body, and the whole forces of Medes
and Adiabenians, under their respective kings, joined him


;


when many Arabians came up from the sea beyond


Babylon ; and from the Caspian sea, the Albanians and the


Iberians their neighbors, and not a few of the free people,


without kings, living about the Araxes, by entreaty and
hire also came together to him ; and all the king's feasts


and councils rang of nothing but expectations, boastings,


and barbaric threatenings, Taxiles went in danger of his
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Ufe, for giving council against fighting, and it was imputed


to envy in Mithridates thus to discourage him from so


glorious an enterprise. Therefore Tigranes would by no


means tarry for him, for fear he should share in the glory, but


marched on with all his army, lamenting to his friends, as it


is said, that he should fight with Lucullus alone and not with


all the Roman generals together. Neither was his boldness


to be accounted wholly frantic or unreasonable, when he had


so many nations and kings attending him, and so many tens


of thousands of well-armed foot and horse about him. He
had twenty thousand archers and slingers, fifty-five thousand


horse, of which seventeen thousand were in complete ar-


mor, as Lucullus wrote to the senate, a hundred and fifty


thousand heavy-armed men, drawn up partly into cohorts,


partly into phalanxes, besides various divisions of men
appointed to make roads and lay bridges, to drain off waters


and cut wood, and to perform other necessary services,


to the number of thirty-five thousand, who, being quartered


behind the army, added to its strength, and made it the


more formidable to behold.


As soon as he had passed Taurus, and appeared with his


forces, and saw the Romans beleaguering Tigranocerta, the


barbarous people within, with shoutings and acclamations,


received the sight, and threatening the Romans from the


wall, pointed to the Armenians. In a council of war, some
advised Lucullus to leave the siege, and march up to


Tigranes, others that it would not be safe to leave the


siege, and so many enemies behind. He answered that


neither side by itself was right, but together both gave


sound advice ; and accordingly he divided his army, and
left Murena with six thousand foot in charge of the siege,


and himself went out with twenty-four cohorts, in which
were no more than ten thousand men at arms, and with


all the horse and slingers and archers and about a thousand


sitting down by the river in a large plain, he appeared,


indeed, very inconsiderable to Tigranes, and a fit subject
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for the flattering wits about him. Some of whom jeered,


others cast lots for the spoil, and every one of the kings


and commanders came and desired to undertake the en-


gagement alone, and that he would be pleased to sit still


and behold. Tigranes himself, wishing to be witty and
pleasant upon the occasion, made use of the well-known


saying, that they were too many for ambassadors, and too


few for soldiers. Thus they continued sneering and scoff-


ing. As soon as day came, Lucullus brought out his forces


under arms. The barbarian army stood on the eastern side


of the river, and there being a bend of the river westward


in that part of it, where it was easiest forded, Lucullus,


while he led his army on in haste, seemed to Tigranes to


be flying ; who thereupon called Taxiles, and in derision


said, "Do you not see these invincible Romans flying?"


But Taxiles replied, " Would, indeed, O king, that some
such unlikely piece of fortune might be destined you ; but


the Romans do not, when going on a march, put on their


best clothes, nor use bright shields, and naked headpieces,


as now you see them, with the leathern coverings all taken


off, but this is a preparation for war of men just ready to


engage with their enemies." While Taxiles was thus


speaking, as Lucullus wheeled about, the first eagle ap-


peared, and the cohorts, according to their divisions and
companies, formed in order to pass over, when with much
ado, and like a man that is just recovering from a drunken


fit, Tigranes cried out twice or thrice, " What, are they


upon us ? " In great confusion, therefore, the army got in


array, the king keeping the main body to himself, while


the left wing given in charge to the Adiabenian, and the


right to the Mede, in the front of which latter were posted


most of the heavy-armed cavalry. Some officers advised


Lucullus, just as he was going to cross the river, to lie still,


that day being one of the unfortunate ones which they call


black days, for on it the army under Csepio, engaging with


the Cimbrians, was destroyed. But he returned the famous
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answer, " I will make it a happy day to the Romans." It


was the day before the Nones of October.


Having so said, he bade them take courage, passed


over the river, and himself first of all led them against the


enemy, clad in a coat of mail, with shining steel scales


and a fringed mantle; and his sword might already


be seen out of the scabbard, as if to signify that they


must without delay come to a hand-to-hand combat


with an enemy whose skill was in distant fighting, and


by the speed ol their advance curtail the space that


exposed them to the archery. But when he saw the heavy-


armed horse, the flower of the army, drawn up under


a hill, on the top of which was a broad and open plain


about four furlongs distant, and of no very difficult or


troublesome access, he commanded his Thracian and Ga-


latian horse to fall upon their flank, and beat down their


lances with their swords. The only defence of these horse-


men-at-arms are their lances ; they have nothing else that


they can use to protect themselves, or annoy their enemy,


on account of the weight and stiffness of their armor, with


which they are, as it were, built up. He himself, with two


cohorts, made to the mountain, the soldiers briskly follow-


ing, when they saw him in arms afoot first toiling and


climbing up. Being on the top and standing in an open


place, with a loud voice he cried out, "We have overcome,


we have overcome, fellow-soldiers !
" And having so said,


he marched against the armed horsemen, commanding his


men not to throw their javelins, but coming up hand to


hand with the enemy, to hack their shins and thighs, which


parts alone were unguarded in these heavy-armed horse-


men. But there was no need of this way of fighting, for


they stood not to receive the Romans, but with great


clamor and worse flight they and their heavy horses threw


themselves upon the ranks of the foot, before ever these


could so much as begin the fight, insomuch that without a


wound or bloodshed, so many thousands were overthrown
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The greatest slaughter was made in the flight, or rather in


the endeavoring to fly away, which they could not well do


by reason of the depth and closeness of their own ranks,


which hindered them. Tigranes at first fled with a few,


but seeing his son in the same misfortune, he took the dia-


dem from his head, and with tears gave it him, bidding


him save himself by some other road if he could. But the


young man, not daring to put it on, gave it to one of his


trustiest servants to keep for him. This man, as it hap-


pened, being taken, was brought to Lucullus, and so,


among the captives, the crown, also, of Tigranes was
taken. It is stated that above a hundred thousand foot


were lost, and that of the horse but very few escaped at


all. Of the Romans, a hundred were wounded and five


killed. Antiochus the philosopher, making mention of this


fight in his book about the gods, says that the sun never


saw the like. Strabo, a second philosopher, in his histori-


cal collection says, that the Romans could not but blush


and deride themselves, for putting on armor against such


pitiful slaves. Livy also says, that the Romans never


fought an enemy with such unequal forces, for the con-


querors were not so much as one-twentieth part of the


number of the conquered. The most sagacious and experi-


enced Roman commanders made it a chief commendation


of Lucullus, that he had conquered two great and potent


kings by two most opposite ways, haste and delay. For


he wore out the flourishing power of Mithridates by delay


and time, and crushed that of Tigranes by haste ; being


one of the rare examples of generals who made use of delay


for active achievement, and speed for security.


On this account it was that Mithridates had made no


haste to come up to fight, imagining Lucullus would, as he


had done before, use caution and delay, which made him
march at his leisure to join Tigranes. And first, as he be-


gan to meet some straggling Armenians in the way, mak-
ing: off in great fear and consternation, he suspected the


10
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worst, and when greater numbers of stripped and wounded
men met him and assured him of the defeat, he set out


to seek for Tigranes. And finding him destitute and hu-


miliated, he by no means requited him with insolence, but


alighting from his horse, and condoling with him on their


common loss, he gave him his own royal guard to attend


him, and animated him for the future. And they together


gathered fresh forces about them. In the city Tigranocerta,


the Greeks meantime dividing from the barbarians, sought


to deliver it up to Lucullus, and he attacked and took it.


He seized on the treasure himself, but gave the city to be


plundered by the soldiers, in which were found, amongst


other property, eight thousand talents of coined money.


Besides this, also, he distributed eight hundred drachmas


to each man, out of the spoils. When he understood that


many players were taken in the city, whom Tigranes had


invited from all parts for opening the theatre which he had


built, he made use of them for celebrating his triumphal


games and spectacles. The Greeks he sent home, allowing


them money for their journey, and the barbarians also, as


many as had been forced away from their own dwellings.


So that by this one city being dissolved, many, by the


restitution of their former inhabitants, were restored. By
all of which Lucullus was beloved as a benefactor and


founder. Other successes, also, attended him, such as he


well deserved, desirous as he was far more of praise for


acts of justice and clemency, than for feats in war, these


being due partly to the soldiers, and very greatly to fortune,


while those are the sure proofs of a gentle and liberal


soul ; and by such aids Lucullus, at that time, even without


the help of arms, succeeded in reducing the barbarians.


For the kings of the Arabians came to him, tendering


what they had, and with them the Sophenians also submit-


ted. And he so dealt with the Gordyenians, that they were
willing to leave their own habitations, and to follow him
with their wives and children. Which was for this cause.
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Zarbienus, king of the Gordyenians, as has been told,


being impatient under the tyranny of Tigranes, had by


Appius secretly made overtures of confederacy with Lucul-


lus, but, being discovered, was executed, and his wife and
children with him, before the Romans entered Armenia.


Lucullus forgot not this, but coming to the Gordyenians


made a solemn interment in honor of Zarbienus, and


adorning the funeral pile with royal robes, and gold, and


the spoils of Tigranes, he himself in person kindled the


fire, and poured in perfumes with the friends and relations


of the deceased, calling him his companion and the con-


federate of the Romans. He ordered, also, a costly monu-
ment to be built for him. There was a large treasure of


gold and silver found in Zarbienus's palace, and no less


than three million measures of corn, so that the soldiers


were provided for, and Lucullus had the high commendation
of maintaining the war at its own charge, without receiv-


ing one drachma from the public treasury.


After this came an embassy from the king of Parthia to


him, desiring amity and confederacy ; which being readily


embraced by Lucullus, another was sent by him in return to


the Parthian, the members of which discovered him to be a


double-minded man, and to be dealing privately at the same
time with Tigranes, offering to take part with him, upon con-


dition Mesopotamia were delivered up to him. Which as


soon as Lucullus understood, he resolved to pass by Tigranes


and Mithridates as antagonists already overcome, and to


try the power of Parthia, by leading his army against them,


thinking it would be a glorious result, thus in one current


of war, like an athlete in the games, to throw down three


kings one after another, and successively to deal as a con-


queror with three of the greatest powers under heaven.


He sent, therefore, into Pontus to Sornatius and his col-


leagues, bidding them bring the army thence, and join with


him in his expedition out of Gordyene. The soldiers there,


however, who had been restive and unruly before, now
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openly displayed their mutinous temper. "No manner of


entreaty or force availed with them, but they protested


and cried out that they would stay no longer even there,


but would go away and desert Pontus. The news of which,


when reported to Lucullus, did no small harm to the sol-


diers about him, who were already corrupted with wealth


and plenty, and desirous of ease. And on hearing the bold-


ness of the others, they called them men, and declared they


themselves ought to follow their example, for the actions


which they had done did now well deserve release from


service, and repose.


Upon these and worse words, Lucullus gave up the


thoughts of invading Parthia, and in the height of summer-
time went against Tigranes. Passing over Taurus, he was
filled with apprehension at the greenness of the fields before


him, so long is the season deferred in this region by the cold-


ness of the air. But nevertheless, he went down, and twice


or thrice putting to flight the Armenians who dared to come
out against him, he plundered and burnt their villages, and


seizing on the provision designed for Tigranes, reduced his


enemies to the necessity which he had feared for himself.


But when, after doing all he could to provoke the enemy to


fight, by drawing entrenchments round their camp and by
burning the country before them, he could by no means bring


them to venture out, after their frequent defeats before he


rose up and marched to Artaxata, the royal city of Tigranes,


where his wives and young children were kept, judging that


Tigranes would never suffer that to go without the hazard of


a battle. It is related that Hannibal the Carthaginian, after


the defeat of Antiochus by the Romans, coming to Artaxas,


king of Armenia, pointed out to him many other matters to


his advantage, and observing the great natural capacities


and the pleasantness of the site, then lying unoccupied and
neglected, drew a model of a city for it, and bringing Ar-


taxas thither, showed it to him and encouraged him to


build. At which the king being pleased, and desiring him
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to oversee the work, erected a large and stately city which


was called after his own name, and made metropolis of


Armenia.


And in fact, when Lucullns proceeded against it, Ti-


granes no longer suffered it, but came with his army, and on


the fourth day sat down by the Romans, the river Arsanias


lying between them, which of necessity Lucullus must pass


in his march to Artaxata. Lucullus, after sacrifice to the


gods, as if victory were already obtained, carried over his


army, having twelve cohorts in the first division in front, the


rest being disposed in the rear to prevent the enemy's in-


closing them. For there were many choice horse drawn up
against him ; in the front stood the Mardian horse-archers,


and Iberians with long spears, in whom, being the most war-


like, Tigranes more confided than in any other of his foreign


troops. But nothing ofmoment was done by them, for though


they skirmished with the Roman horse at a distance, they


were not able to stand when the foot came up to them ; but


being broken, and flying on both sides, drew the horse in


pursuit after them. Though these were routed, yet Lucullus


was not without alarm when he saw the cavalry about Ti-


granes with great bravery and in large numbers coming


upon him ; he recalled his horse from pursuing, and he


himself, first of all, with the best of his men, engaged the


Satrapenians who were opposite him, and before ever they


came to close fight, routed them with the mere terror. Of


three kings in battle against him, Mithridates of Pontus


fled away the most shamefully, being not so much as able


to endure the shout of the Romans. The pursuit reached a


long way, and all through the night the Romans slew and


took prisoners, and carried off spoils and treasure, till they


were weary. Livy says there were more taken and de-


stroyed in the first battle, but in the second, men of greater


distinction.


Lucullus, flushed and animated by this victory, deter-


mined to march on into the interior and there complete his
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conquests over the barbarians, but winter weather came On,


contrary to expectation, as early as the autumnal equinox,


with storms and frequent snows, and, even in the most


clear days, hoar frost and ice, which made the waters


scarcely drinkable for the horses by their exceeding cold-


ness, and scarcely passable through the ice breaking and


cutting the horses' sinews. The country for the most part


being quite uncleared, with difficult passes, and much
wood, kept them continually wet, the snow falling thickly


on them as they marched in the day, and the ground that


they lay upon at night being damp and watery. After the


battle they followed not Lucullus many days before they


began to be refractory, first of all entreating and sending


the tribunes to him, but presently they tumultuously


gathered together, and made a shouting all night long in


their tents, a plain sign of a mutinous army. But Lucullus


as earnestly entreated them, desiring them to have patience,


but till they took the Armenian Carthage, and overturned


the work of their great enemy, meaning Hannibal. But
when he could not prevail, he led them back, and crossing


Taurus by another road, came into the fruitful and sunny
country of Mygdonia, where was a great and populous


city, by the barbarians called ISTisibis, by the Greeks Antioch


of Mygdonia. This was defended by Guras, brother of


Tigranes, with the dignity of governor and by the engineer-


ing skill and dexterity of Callimachus, the same who so


much annoyed the Romans at Amisus. Lucullus, however,


brought his army up to it, and laying close siege, in a short


time took it by storm. He used Guras, who surrendered


himself, kindly, but gave no attention to Callimachus,


though he offered to make discovery of hidden treasures,


commanding him to be kept in chains, to be punished for


firing the city of Amisus, which had disappointed his ambi-


tion of showing favor and kindness to the Greeks.


Hitherto, one would imagine fortune had attended and
fought with Lucullus, but afterwards, as if the wind had
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failed of a sudden, he did all things by force, and as it were


against the grain ; and showed certainly the conduct and


patience of a wise captain, but in the results met with no
fresh honor or reputation ; and indeed, by bad success


and vain embarrassments with his soldiers, he came within


a little of losing even what he had before. He himself was
not the least cause of all this, being far from inclined to


seek popularity with the mass of the soldiers, and more
ready to think any indulgence shown to them an invasion


of his own authority. But what was worst of all, he was
naturally unsociable to his great officers in commission


with him, despising others and thinking them worthy of


nothing in comparison with himself. These faults, we
are told, he had with all his many excellences ; he was
of a large and noble person, an eloquent speaker, and a


wise counsellor, both in the forum and the camp. Sallust


says, the soldiers were ill-affected to him from the begin-


ning of the war, because they were forced to keep the field


two winters at Cyzicus, and afterwards at Amisus. Their


other winters, also, vexed them, for they either spent them
in an enemy's country, or else were confined to their tents


in the open field among their confederates; for Lucullus


not so much as once went into a Greek confederate town
with his army. To this ill-affection abroad, the tribunes


yet more contributed at home, invidiously accusing Lucul-


lus, as one who for empire and riches prolonged the war,


holding, it might almost be said, under his sole power


Cilicia, Asia, Bithynia, Paphlagonia, Pontus, Armenia, all


as far as the river Phasis ; and now of late had plundered


the royal city of Tigranes, as if he had been commissioned


not so much to subdue as to strip kings. This is what we
are told was said by Lucius Quintius, one of the prsetors,


at whose instance, in particular, the people determined tG


send one who should succeed Lucullus in his province, and


voted, also, to relieve many of the soldiers under him from


further service.
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Besides these evils, that which most of all prejudiced Lu^


cullus was Publius Clodius, an insolent man, very vicious


and bold, brother to Lucullus's wife, a woman of bad con-


duct, with whom Clodius was himself suspected of crimi-


nal intercourse. Being then in the army under Lucullus,


but not in as great authority as he expected (for he would


fain have been the chief of all, but on account of his char-


acter was postponed to many), he ingratiated himself


secretly with the Fimbrian troops, and stirred them up
against Lucullus, using fair speeches to them, who of old had


been used to be nattered in such a manner. These were


those whom Fimbria before had persuaded to kill the consul


Flaccus, and choose him their leader. And so they listened


not unwillingly to Clodius, and called him the soldiers'


friend, for the concern he professed for them, and the indig-


nation he expressed at the prospect that " there must be


no end of wars and toils, but in fighting with all nations,


and wandering throughout all the world they must wear


out their lives receiving no other reward for their service


than to guard the carriages and camels of Lucullus, laden


with gold and precious goblets ; while as for Pompey's


soldiers, they were all citizens, living safe at home with


their wives and children, on fertile lands, or in towns, and
that, not after driving Mithridates and Tigranes into wild


deserts, and overturning the royal cities of Asia, but after


having merely reduced exiles in Spain, or fugitive slaves in


Italy. Nay, if indeed we must never have an end of fight-


ing, should we not rather reserve the remainder of our


bodies and souls for a general who will reckon his chiefest


glory to be the wealth of his soldiers."


By such practices the army of Lucullus, being corrupted,


neither followed him against Tigranes, nor against Mithri-


dates, when he now at once returned into Pontus out of


Armenia, and was recovering his kingdom, but under pre-


tence of the winter, sat idle in Gordyene, every minute ex-


pecting either Pompey, or some other general, to succeed
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Lucullus. But when news came that Mithridates had de-


feated Fabius, and was marching against Sornatius and
Triarius, out of shame they followed Lucullus. Triarius,


ambitiously aiming at victory before ever Lucullus came
to him, though he was then very near, was defeated in a


great battle, in' which it is said that above seven thousand


Romans fell, among whom were a hundred and fifty cen-


turions, and four-and-twenty tribunes, and that the camp
itself was taken. Lucullus, coming up a few days after,


concealed Triarius from the search of the angry soldiers.


But when Mithridates declined battle, and waited for the


coming of Tigranes, who was then on his march with great


forces, he resolved before they joined their forces to turn


once more and engage with Tigranes. But in the way the


mutinous Fimbrians deserted their ranks, professing them-


selves released from service by a decree, and that Lucullus,


the provinces being allotted to others, had no longer any


right to command them. There was nothing beneath the


dignity of Lucullus which he did not now submit to bear,


entreating them one by one, from tent to tent, going up
and down humbly and in tears, and even taking some like


a suppliant by the hand. But they turned away from his


salutes, and threw down their empty purses, bidding him
engage alone with the enemy, as he alone made advantage


of it. At length by the entreaty of the other soldiers, the


Fimbrians, being prevailed upon, consented to tarry that


summer under him, but if during that time no enemy came
to fight them, to be free. Lucullus of necessity was forced


to comply with this, or else to abandon the country to the


barbarians. He kept them, indeed, with him, but without


urging his authority upon them ; nor did he lead them out


to battle, being contented if they should but stay with him,


though he then saw Cappadocia wasted by Tigranes, and


Mithridates again triumphing, whom not long before he


reported to the senate to be wholly subdued ; and commis-


sioners were now arrived to settle the affairs of Pontus, as
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if all had been quietly in his possession. But when they


came, they found him not so much as master of himself,


but contemned and derided by the common soldiers, who
arrived at that height of insolence against their general,


that at the end of summer they put on their armor and


drew their swords, and defied their enemies then absent


and gone off a long while before, and with great outcries


and waving their swords in the air, they quitted the camp,


proclaiming that the time was expired which they prom-


ised to stay with Lucullus. The rest were summoned by


letters from Pompey to come and join him ; he by the


favor of the people and by flattery of their leaders, having


been chosen general of the army against Mithridates and


Tigranes, though the senate and the nobility all thought that


Lucullus was injured, having those put over his head who
succeeded rather to his triumph, than to his commission,


and that he was not so truly deprived of his command, as


of the glory he had deserved in his command, which he


was forced to yield to another.


It was yet more of just matter of pity and indignation,


to those who were present ; for Lucullus remained no
longer master of rewards or punishments for any actions


done in the war ; neither would Pompey suffer any man to


go to him, or pay any respect to the orders and arrange-


ments he made with advice of his ten commissioners, but


expressly issued edicts to the contrary, and could not but


be obeyed by reason of his greater power. Friends, how-


ever, on both sides, thought it desirable to bring them to-


gether, and they met in a village of Galatia, and saluted


each other in a friendly manner, with congratulations on


each other's successes. Lucullus was the elder, but Pom-
pey the more distinguished by his more numerous com-


mands and his two triumphs. Both had rods dressed with


laurel carried before them for their victories, and as Pom-
pey's laurels were withered with passing through hot and


droughty countries, Lucullus's lietors courteously gave
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Pompey's some of the fresh and green ones which they


had, which Pompey's friends counted a good omen, as


indeed, of a truth, Lucullus's actions furnished the honors


of Pompey's command. The interview, however, did not


"bring them to any amicable agreement ; they parted even


less friends than they met. Pompey repealed all the acts


of Lucullus, drew off his soldiers, and left him no more
than sixteen hundred for his triumph, and even those


unwilling to go with him. So wanting was Lucullus,


either through natural constitution or adverse circum-


stances, in that one first and most important requisite of a


general, which had he but added to his other many and


remarkable virtues, his fortitude, vigilance, wisdom, jus-


tice, the Roman empire had not had Euphrates for its


boundary, but the utmost ends of Asia and the Hyrcanian


sea ; as other nations were then disabled by the late con-


quests of Tigranes, and the power of Parthia had not in


Lucullus's time shown itself so formidable as Crassus after-


wards found it, nor had as yet gained that consistency,


being crippled by wars at home, and on its frontiers, and


unable even to make head against the encroachments of


the Armenians. And Lucullus, as it was, seems to me
through others' agency to have done Rome greater harm,


than he did her advantage by his own. For the trophies


in Armenia, near the Parthian frontier, and Tigranocerta,


and Nisibis, and the great wealth brought from thence


to Pome, with the captive crown of Tigranes carried in


triumph, all helped to puff up Crassus, as if the barbarians


had been nothing else but spoil and booty, and he, falling


among the Parthian archers, soon demonstrated that


Lucullus's triumphs were not beholden to the inadvertency


and effeminacy of his enemies, but to his own courage and


conduct. But of this afterwards.


Lucullus, upon his return to Rome, found his brother


Marcus accused by Caius Memmius for his acts as quaestor,


done by Sylla's orders j and on his acquittal, Memmius
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changed the scene, and animated the people against LucuL
Jus himself, urging them to deny him a triumph for appro-


priating the spoils and prolonging the war. In this great


struggle, the nobility and chief men went down, and


mingling in person among the tribes, with much entreaty


and labor, scarce at length prevailed upon them to consent


to his triumph. The pomp of which proved not so wonder-


ful or so wearisome with the length of the procession and


the number of things carried in it, but consisted chiefly in


vast quantities of arms and machines of the king's with


which he adorned the Flaminian circus, a spectacle by no


means despicable. In his progress there passed by a few


horsemen in heavy armor, ten chariots armed with scythes,


sixty friends and officers of the king's, and a hundred and


ten brazen-beaked ships of war, which were conveyed along


with them, a golden image of Mithridates six feet high, a


shield set with precious stones, twenty loads of silver ves-


sels, and thirty-two of golden cups, armor, and money, all


carried by men. Besides which, eight mules were laden


with golden couches, fifty-six with bullion, and a hundred


and seven with coined silver, little less than two million


seven hundred thousand pieces. There were tablets, also,


with inscriptions, stating what moneys he gave Pompey
for prosecuting the piratic war, what he delivered into the


treasury, and what he gave to every soldier, which was
nine hundred and fifty drachmas each. After all which


he nobly feasted the city and adjoining villages or vici.


Being divorced from Clodia, a dissolute and wicked


woman, he married Servilia, sister to Cato. This also


proved an unfortunate match, for she only wanted one of


all of Clodia's vices, the criminality she was accused of


with her brothers. Out of reverence to Cato, he for a


while connived her impurity and immodesty, but at length


dismissed her. When the senate expected great things


from him, hoping to find in him a check to the usurpations


of Pompey, and that with the greatness of his station and
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Credit he would come forwards as the champion or the


nobility, he retired from business and abandoned public


life ; either because he saw the State to be in a difficult and


diseased condition, or, as others say, because he was as


great as he could well be, and inclined to a quiet and easy


life, after those many labors and toils which had ended


with him so far from fortunately. There are those who
highly commend his change of life, saying that he thus


avoided the rock on which Marius split. For he, after the


great and glorious deeds of his Cimbrian victories, was not


contented to retire upon his honors, but out of an insatiable


desire of glory and power, even in his old age, headed a


political party against young men, and let himself fall into


miserable actions, and yet more miserable sufferings. Bet-


ter in like manner, they say, had it been for Cicero, after


Catiline's conspiracy, to have retired and grown old, and


for Scipio, after his Kumantine and Carthaginian conquests,


to have sat down contented. For the administration of


public affairs has, like other things, its proper term, and


statesmen, as well as wrestlers, will break down, when
strength and youth fail. But Crassus and Pompey, on the


other hand, laughed to see Lucullus abandoning himself


to pleasure and expense, as if luxurious living were not a


thing that as little became his years as government of affairs


at home, or of an army abroad.


And, indeed, Lucullus's life, like the Old Comedy, pre-


sents us at the commencement with acts of policy, and of


war, at the end offering nothing but good eating and drink-


ing, feastings, and revellings, and mere play. For I give


no higher name to his sumptuous buildings, porticos,


and baths, still less to his paintings and sculptures, and all


his industry about these curiosities, which he collected


with vast expense, lavishly bestowing all the wealth and


treasure which he got in the war upon them, insomuch
that even now, with all the advance of luxury, the Lucullean


gardens are counted the noblest the emperor has. Tubero
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the stoic, when he saw his buildings at Naples, where he


suspended the hills upon vast tunnels, brought in the sea


for moats and fish-ponds round his house, and built pleas-


ure-houses in the waters, called him Xerxes in a gown.


He had also fine seats in Tusculum, belvederes, and large


open balconies for men's apartments, and porticos to walk


in, where Pompey coming to see him, blamed him for


making a house which would be pleasant in summer, but


uninhabitable in winter ; whom he answered with a smile,


" You think me, then, less provident than cranes and storks,


not to change my home with the season." When a prsetor,


with great expense and pains, was preparing a spectacle


for the people, and asked him to lend him some purple


robes for the performers in a chorus, he told him he would


go home and see, and if he had got any, would let him have


them ; and the next day asking how many he wanted, and


being told that a hundred would suffice, bade him to take


twice as many : on which the poet Horace observes, that a


house is but a poor one, where the valuables unseen and


unthought of do not exceed all those that meet the eye.


Lucullus's daily entertainments were ostentatiously ex-


travagant, not only with purple coverlets, and plate adorned


with precious stones, and dancings, and interludes, but


with the greatest diversity of dishes and the most elaborate


cookery, for the vulgar to admire and envy. It was a


happy thought of Pompey in his sickness, when his physician


prescribed a thrush for his dinner, and his servants told


him that in summer-time thrushes were not to be found


anywhere but in Lucullus's fattening coops, that he would


not suffer them to fetch one thence, but observing to his


physician, " So if Lucullus had not been an epicure, Pompey
had not lived," ordered something else that could easily


be got to be prepared for him. Cato was his friend and


connection, but, nevertheless, so hated his life and habits,


that when a young man in the senate made a long and


tedious speech in praise of frugality and temperance, Cato
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got up and said, " How long do you mean to go on making
money like Crassus, living like Lueullus and talking like


Cato ? " There are some, however, who say the words
were said, but not by Cato.


It is plain from the anecdotes on record of him, that Lu-


eullus was not only pleased with, but even gloried in his


way of living. For he is said to have feasted several Greeks


upon their coming to Rome day after day, who of a true


Grecian principle, being ashamed, and declining the invita-


tions, where so great an expense was every day incurred for


them, he with a smile told them, " Some of this, indeed, my
Grecian friends, is for your sakes, but more for that of Lu-


eullus." Once when he supped alone, there being only one


course, and that but moderately furnished, he called his


steward and reproved him, who professing to have supposed


that there would be no need of any great entertainment,


when nobody was invited, was answered, " What, did not


you know, then, that to-day Lueullus dines with Lueullus ?
"


Which being much spoken of about the city, Cicero and


Pompey one day met him loitering in the forum, the former


his intimate friend and familiar, and, though there had been


some ill-will between Pompey and him about the command
in the war, still they used to see each other and converse on


easy terms together. Cicero accordingly saluted him, and


asked him whether to-day were a good time for asking a favor


of him, and on his answering, " Very much so," and beg-


ging to hear what it was, " Then," said Cicero, " we should like


to dine with you to-day, just on the dinner that is prepared


for yourself." Lueullus being surprised, and requesting a


day's time, they refused to grant it, neither suffered him
to talk with his servants, for fear he should give order for


more than was appointed before. But thus much they


consented to, that before their faces he might tell his serv-


ants, that to-day he would sup in the Apollo (for so one


of his best dining-rooms was called), and by this evasion


he outwitted his guests* For every room, as it seems, had
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its own assessment of expenditure, dinner at such a pric^


and all else in accordance ; so that the servants, on know-


ing where he would dine, knew also how much was to be


expended, and in what style and form dinner was to be


served. The expense for the Apollo was fifty thousand


drachmas, and thus much being that day laid out, the


greatness of the cost did not so much amaze Pompey and


Cicero, as the rapidity of the outlay. One might believe


Lucullus thought his money really captive and barbarian,


so wantonly and contumeliously did he treat it.


His furnishing a library, however, deserves praise and


record, for he collected very many choice manuscripts;


and the use they were put to was even more magnificent


than the purchase, the library being always open, and the


Walks and reading-rooms about it free to all Greeks, whose


delight it was to leave their other occupations and hasten


thither as to the habitation of the Muses, there walking


about, and diverting one another. He himself often passed


his hours there, disputing with the learned in the walks,


and giving his advice to statesmen who required it, inso-


much that his house was altogether a home, and in a


manner a Greek prytaneum for those that visited Rome.


He was fond of all sorts of philosophy, and was well-read


and expert in them all. But he always from the first


specially favored and valued the Academy ; not the New
one, which at that time under Philo flourished with the


precepts of Carneades, but the Old one, then sustained and


represented by Antiochus of Ascalon, a learned and elo-


quent man. Lucullus with great labor made him his friend


and champion, and set him up against Philo's auditors,


among whom Cicero was one, who wrote an admirable


treatise in defence of his sect, in which he puts the argu-


ment in favor of comprehension in the mouth of Lucullus,


and the opposite argument in his own. The book is called


Lucullus. For, as has been said, they were great friends,


and took the same side in politics. For Lucullus did not
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wholly retire from the republic, but only from ambition,


and from the dangerous and often lawless struggle for


political pre-eminence, which he left to Crassus and Cato,


whom the senators, jealous of Pompey's greatness, put for-


ward as their champions, when Lucullus refused to head


them. For his friends' sake he came into the forum and


into the senate, when occasion offered to humble the ambi-


tion and pride of Pompey, whose settlement, after his


conquests over the kings, he got cancelled, and, by the as-


sistance of Cato, hindered a division of lands to his soldiers,


which he proposed. So Pompey went over to Crassus and


Csesar's alliance, or rather conspiracy, and rilling the city


with armed men, procured the ratification of his decrees


by force, and drove Cato and Lucullus out of the forum.


Vfhich being resented by the nobility, Pompey's party


produced one Vettius, pretending they apprehended him
in a design against Pompey's life. Who in the senate-


house accused others, but before the people named Lucul-


lus, as if he had been suborned by him to kill Pompey.


Nobody gave heed to what he said, and it soon appeared


that they had put him forward to make false charges and


accusations. And after a few days the whole intrigue


became yet more obvious, when the dead body of Vettius


was thrown out of the prison, he being reported, indeed,


to have died a natural death, but carrying marks of a


halter and blows about him, and seeming rather to have


been taken off by those who suborned him. These things


kept Lucullus at a greater distance from the republic.


But when Cicero was banished the city, and Cato sent to


Cyprus, he quitted public affairs altogether. It is said,


too, that before his death, his intellects failed him by


degrees. But Cornelius Nepos denies that either age or


sickness impaired his mind, which was rather affected by


a potion, given him by Callisthenes, his freedman. The
potion was meant by Callisthenes to strengthen his affection


for him, and was supposed to have that tendency, but it
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stood quite otherwise, and so disabled and unsettled his


mind, that while he was yet alive, his brother took charge


of his affairs. At his death, as though it had been the


death of one taken off in the very height of military and


civil glory, the people were much concerned, and flocked


together, and would have forcibly taken his corpse, as it


was carried into the market-place by young men of the


highest rank, and have buried it in the field of Mars, where
they buried Sylla. Which being altogether unexpected,


and necessaries not easily to be procured on a sudden, his


brother, after much entreaty and solicitation, prevailed


upon them to suffer him to be buried on his Tusculan


estate as had been appointed. Pie himself survived him but


a short time, coming not far behind in death, as he did in


age and renown, in all respects, a most loving brother.


COMPARISON OF LUCULLUS WITH CIMON.


One might bless the end of Lucullus, which was so


timid as to let him die before the great revolution, which
fate, by intestine wars, was already effecting against the


established government, and to close his life in a free,


though troubled commonwealth. And in this, above all


other things, Cimon and he are alike. For he died also


when Greece was as yet undisordered, in its highest


felicity ; though in the field at the head of his army, not


recalled, nor out of his mind, nor sullying the glory of his


wars, engagements, and conquests, by making feastings


and debauches seem the apparent end and aim of them all;


as Plato says scornfully of Orpheus, that he makes an
eternal debauch hereafter, the reward of those who lived


well here. Indeed, ease and quiet, and the study of


pleasant and speculative learning, to an old man retiring
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from command and office, is a most suitable and becoming


solace ; but to misguide virtuous actions to pleasure as


their utmost end, and as the conclusion of campaigns and


commands, to keep the feast of Venus, did not become the


noble Academy, and the follower of Xenocrates, but rather


one that inclined to Epicurus. And this is one surprising


point of contrast between them ; Cimon's youth was ill


reputed and intemperate, Lucullus's well disciplined and


sober. Undoubtedly we must give the preference to the


change for good, for it argues the better nature, where vice


declines and virtue grows. Both had great wealth, but


employed it in different ways ; and there is no comparison


between the south wall of the acropolis built by Cimon,


and the chambers and galleries, with their sea-views, built


at Naples by Lucullus, out of the spoils of the barbarians.


Neither can we compare Cimon's popular and liberal table


with the sumptuous oriental one of Lucullus, the former


receiving a great many guests every day at small cost, the


latter expensively spread for a few men of pleasure, unless


you will say that different times made the alteration. For


wrho can tell but that Cimon, if he had retired in his old age


from business and war to quiet and solitude, might have lived


a more luxurious and self-indulgent life, as he was fond of


wine and company, and accused, as has been said, of laxity


with women ? The better pleasures gained in successful


action and effort leave the baser appetites no time or place,


and makes active and heroic men forget them. Had but


Lucullus ended his days in the field, and in command, envy


and detraction itself could never have accused him. So
much for their manner of life.


In war, it is plain they were both soldiers of excellent


conduct, both at land and sea. But as in the games they


honor those champions who on the same day gain the gar-


land, both in wrestling and in the pancratium, with the


name of " Victors and more," so Cimon, honoring Greece


with a sea and land victory on the same day, may claim a
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certain pre-eminence among commanders. Lucullus ra


ceived command from his country, whereas Cimon brought


it to his. He annexed the territories of enemies to her,


who ruled over confederates before, but Cimon made his


country, which when he began was a mere follower of


others, both rule over confederates, and conquer enemies


too, forcing the Persians to relinquish the sea, and induc-


ing the Laceclsemonians to surrender their command. If it


be the chiefest thing in a general to obtain the obedience


of his soldiers by good-will, Lucullus was despised by his


own army, but Cimon highly prized even by others. His


soldiers deserted the one, the confederates came over to


the other. Lucullus came home without the forces which


he led out ; Cimon, sent out at first to serve as one confed-


erate among others, returned home with authority even


over these also, having successfully effected for his city


three most difficult services, establishing peace with the


enemy, dominion over confederates, and concord with Lace-


dsemon. Both aiming to destroy great kingdoms, and
subdue all Asia, failed in their enterprise, Cimon by a


simple piece of ill-fortune, for he died when general, in the


height of success ; but Lucullus no man can wholly acquit


of being in fault with his soldiers, whether it were he did


not know, or would not comply with the distastes and com-


plaints of his army, which brought him at last into such


extreme unpopularity among them. But did not Cimon
also suffer like him in this ? For the citizens arraigned


him, and did not leave off till they had banished him, that,


as Plato says, they might not hear him for the space of ten


years. For high and noble minds seldom please the vul-


gar, or are acceptable to them ; for the force they use to


straighten their distorted actions gives the same pain as


surgeons' bandages do in bringing dislocated bones to their


natural position. Both of them, perhaps, come off pretty


much with an equal acquittal on this count.


Lucullus very much outwent him in war, being the first
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Roman who carried an army over Taurus, passed the


Tigris, took and burned the royal palaces of Asia in the


sight of the kings, Tigranocerta, Cabira, Sinope, and
Nisibis, seizing and overwhelming the northern parts as


far as the Phasis, the east as far as Media, and making the


South and Red Sea his own through the kings of the Ara-


bians. He shattered the power of the kings, and narrowly


missed their persons, while like wild beasts they fled away
into deserts and thick and impassable woods. In demon-


stration of this superiority, we see that the Persians, as if


no great harm had befallen them under Cimon, soon after


appeared in arms against the Greeks, and overcame and


destroyed their numerous forces in Egypt. But after Lu-


cullus, Tigranes and Mithridates were able to do nothing


;


the latter, being disabled and broken in the former wars,


never dared to show his army to Pompey outside the


camp, but fled away to Bosporus, and there died. Tigranes


threw himself, naked and unarmed, down before Pompey,


and taking his crown from his head, laid it at his feet,


complimenting Pompey with what was not his own, but,


in real truth, the conquest already effected by Lucullus,


And when he received the ensigns of majesty again, he was
well pleased, evidently because he had forfeited them
before. And the commander, as the wrestler, is to be


accounted to have done most who leaves an adversary


almost conquered for his successor. Cimon moreover,


when he took the command, found the power of the king


broken, and the spirits of the Persians humbled by their


great defeats and incessant routs under Themistocles, Pau-


sanias, and Leontychides, and thus easily overcame the


bodies of men whose souls were quelled and defeated before-


hand. But Tigranes had never yet in many combats been


beaten, and was flushed with success when he engaged with


Lucullus. There is no comparison between the numbers,


which came against Lucullus, and those subdued by Cimon.


AH which things being rightly considered, it is a hartf
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matter to give judgment. For supernatural favor also


appears to have attended both of them, directing the one


what to do, the other what to avoid, and thus they have,


both of them, so to say, the vote of the gods, to declare


them noble and divine characters.


NICIAS.


Ceassus, in my opinion, may most properly be set


against Mcias, and the Parthian disaster compared with


that in Sicily. But here it will be well for me to entreat


the reader/ in all courtesy, not to think that I contend with


Thucydides in matters so pathetically, vividly, and elo-


quently, beyond all imitation, and even beyond himself,


expressed by him ; nor to believe me guilty of the like folly


with Timseus, who, hoping in his history to surpass Thucy-


dides in art, and to make Philistus appear a trifler and a


novice, pushes on in his descriptions, through all the


battles, sea-fights, and public speeches, in recording which


they have been most successful, without meriting so much
as to be compared, in Pindar's phrase, to


One that on his feet.


Would with the Lydian cars compete.


He simply shows himself all along a half-lettered, childish


writer ; in the words of Diphilus,


of wit obese,


O'erlarded with Sicilian grease.


Often he sinks to the very level of Xenarchus, telling us.


that he thinks it ominous to the Athenians, that their gen-


eral, who had victory in his name, was unwilling to take


command in the expedition ; and that the defacing of the


UermsB was a divine intimation that they should suffer
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was on the very point of capturing Syracuse ; nor should


he bear the whole blame of the disaster, which may fairly


be ascribed in part to his want of health and to the jeal-


ousy entertained of him at home. Crassus, on the other


hand, committed so many errors as not to leave fortune


room to show him favor. It is no surprise to find such


imbecility fall a victim to the power of Parthia ; the only


wonder is to see it prevailing over the wonted good fortune


of Rome. One scrupulously observed, the other entirely


slighted the arts of divination : and as both equally per-


ished, it is difficult to see what inference we should draw.


Yet the fault of over-caution, supported by old and general


opinion, better deserves forgiveness than that of self-willed


and lawless transgression.


In his death, however, Crassus had the advantage, as he


did not surrender himself, nor submit to bondage, nor let


himself be taken in by trickery, but was the victim only of


the entreaties of his friends and the perfidy of his enemies


;


whereas Nicias enhanced the shame of his death by yielding


himself up in the hope of disgraceful and inglorious escape.


SERTORIUS.


It is no great wonder if in long process of time, while


fortune takes her course hither and thither, numerous coin-


cidences should spontaneously occur. If the number and


variety of subjects to be wrought upon be infinite, it is all the


more easy for fortune, with such an abundance of material, to


effect this similarity of results. Or if, on the other hand,


events are limited to the combinations of some finite num-
ber, then of necessity the same must often recur, and in


the same sequence. There are people who take a pleasure


in making collections of all such fortuitous occurrences


that they have heard or read of, as look like works of a
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rational power and design ; they observe, for example, that


two eminent persons whose names were Attis, the one a


Syrian, the other of Arcadia, were both slain by a wild


boar ; that of two whose names were Actseon, the one was
torn in pieces by his dogs, the other by his lovers ; that of


two famous Scipios, the one overthrew the Carthaginians


in war, the other totally ruined and destroyed them ; the


city of Troy was the first time taken by Hercules for the


horses promised him by Laomedon, the second time by
Agamemnon, by means of the celebrated great wooden
horse, and the third time by Charidemus, by occasion of a


horse falling down at the gate, which hindered the Trojans,


so that they could not shut them soon enough ; and of two
cities which take their names from the most agreeable


odoriferous plants, Ios and Smyrna, the one from a violet,


the other from myrrh, the poet Homer is reported to have


been born in the one and to have died in the other. And
so to these instances let us further add, that the most


warlike commanders, and most remarkable for exploits of


skilful stratagem, have had but one eye ; as Philip, An-
tigonus, Hannibal, and Sertorius, whose life and actions we
describe at present ; of whom, indeed, we might truly say,


that he was more continent than Philip, more faithful to


his friends than Antigonus, and more merciful to his ene-


mies than Hannibal ; and that for prudence and judgment
he gave place to none of them, but in fortune was inferior


to them all. Yet though he had continually in her a far


more difficult adversary to contend against than his open


enemies, he nevertheless maintained his ground, with the


military skill of Metellus, the boldness of Pompey, the


success of Sylla, and the power of the Roman people, all to


be encountered by one who was a banished man and a


stranger at the head of a body of barbarians. Among Greek


commanders, Eumenes of Cardia may be best compared with


him ; they were both of them men born for command, for


warfare, and for stratagem ; both banished from theii
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Countries, and holding command over strangers ; both had
fortune for their adversary, in their last days so harshly so,


that they were both betrayed, and murdered by those who
served them, and with whom they had formerly overcome


their enemies.


Quintus Sertorius was of a noble family, born in the


city of Nursia, in the country of the Sabines ; his father


died when he was young, and he was carefully and decently


educated by his mother, whose name was Rhea, and whom
he appears to have extremely loved and honored. He paid


some attention to the study of oratory and pleading in his


youth, and acquired some reputation and influence in Rome
by his eloquence ; but the splendor of his actions in arms,


and his successful achievements in the wars, drew off his


ambition in that direction.


At his first beginning, he served under Csepio, when the


Cimbri and Teutones invaded Gaul ; where the Romans fight-


ing unsuccessfully, and being put to flight, he was wounded
in many parts of his body, and lost his horse, yet, never-


theless, swam across the river Rhone in his armor, with


his breastplate and shield, bearing himself up against the


violence of the current; so strong and so well inured to


hardship was his body.


The second time that the Cimbri and Teutones came down
with some hundreds of thousands, threatening death and


destruction to all, when it was no small piece of service for


a Roman soldier to keep his ranks and obey his commander,


Sertorius undertook, while Marius led the army, to spy out


the enemy's camp. Procuring a Celtic dress, and acquainting


himself with the ordinary expressions of their language req-


uisite for common intercourse, he threw himself in amongst


the barbarians ; where having carefully seen with his own
eyes, or having been fully informed by persons upon the


place of all their most important concerns, he returned to


Marius, from whose hands he received the rewards of valor


;


and afterwards giving frequent proof both of conduct and
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courage in all the following war, he was advanced to places


of honor and trust under his general. After the wars with


the Cinibri and Teutones, he was sent into Spain, having


the command of a thousand men under Didius, the Roman
general, and wintered in the country of the Celtiberians, in


the city of Castulo, where the soldiers enjoying great plenty,


and growing insolent and continually drinking, the inhabit-


ants despised them and sent for aid by night to the Gyri-


scenians, their near neighbors, who fell upon the Romans
in their lodgings and slew a great number of them. Ser-


torius, with a few of his soldiers, made his way out, and


rallying together the rest who escaped, he marched round


about the walls, and finding the gate open, by which the


Gyriscenians had made their secret entrance, he gave not


them the same opportunity, but placing a guard at the gate,


and seizing upon all quarters of the city, he slew all who
were of age to bear arms, and then ordering his soldiers to


lay aside their weapons and put off their own clothes, and


put on the accoutrements of the barbarians, he commanded
them to follow him to the city from whence the men came
who had made this night attack upon the Romans. And
thus deceiving the Gyriscenians with the sight of their own
armor, he found the gates of their city open, and took a


great number prisoners, who came out thinking to meet
their friends and fellow-citizens come home from a success-


ful expedition. Most of them were thus slain by the


Romans at their own gates, and the rest within yielded up


themselves and were sold for slaves.


This action made Sertorius highly renowned throughout


all Spain, and as soon as he returned to Rome he was ap-


pointed quaestor of Cisalpine Gaul, at a very seasonable mo-
ment for his country, the Marsian war being on the point


of breaking out. Sertorius was ordered to raise soldiers


and provide arms, which he performed with a diligence and
alacrity, so contrasting with the feebleness and slothfulness


of other officers of his age, that he got the repute of a man
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whose life would be one of action. Nor did he relinquish


the part of a soldier, now that he had arrived at the dignity


of a commander, but performed wonders with his own
hands, and never sparing himself, but exposing his body
freely in all conflicts, he lost one of his eyes. This he


always esteemed an honor to him ; observing that others do


not continually carry about with them the marks and testi-


monies of their valor, but must often lay aside their chains


of gold, their spears and crowns ; whereas his ensigns of


honor, and the manifestations of his courage, always re-


mained with him, and those who beheld his misfortune


must at the same time recognize his merits. The people


also paid him the respect he deserved, and when he came
into the theatre, received him with plaudits and joyful


acclamations, an honor rarely bestowed even on persons of


advanced standing and established reputation. Yet, not-


withstanding this popularity, when he stood to be tribune


of the people, he was disappointed, and lost the place, being


opposed by the party of Sylla, which seems to have been


the principal cause of his subsequent enmity to Sylla.


After that Marius was overcome by Sylla and fled into


Africa, and Sylla had left Italy to go to the wars against


Mithridates, and of the two consuls Octavius and Cinna,


Octavius remained steadfast to the policy of Sylla, but


Cinna, desirous of a new revolution, attempted to recall


the lost interest of Marius, Sertorius joined China's party,


more particularly as he saw that Octavius was not very


capable, and was also suspicious of any one that was a friend


to Marius. When a great battle was fought between the


two consuls in the forum, Octavius overcame, and Cinna


and Sertorius, having lost not less then ten thousand men,


left the city, and gaining over most part of the troops who
were dispersed about and remained still in many parts of


Italy, they in a short time mustered up a force against


Octavius sufficient to give him battle again, and Marius,


also, now coming by sea out of Africa, proffered himself to
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serve under Cinna, as a private soldier under his consul and


commander.


Most were for the immediate reception of Marius, but Ser*


torius openly declared against it, whether he thought that


Cinna would not now pay as much attention to himself,


when a man of higher military repute was present, or feared


that the violence of Marius would bring all things to con-


fusion, by his boundless wrath and vengeance after victory.


He insisted upon it with Cinna that they were already


victorious, that there remained little to be done, and that


ifthey admitted Marius, he would deprive them of the glory


and advantage of the war, as there was no man less easy to


deal with, or less to be trusted in, as a partner in power.


Cinna answered, that Sertorius rightly judged the affair,


but that he himself was at a loss, and ashamed, and knew
not how to reject him, after he had sent for him to share


in his fortunes. To which Sertorius immediately replied,


that he had thought that Marius came into Italy of his own
accord, and therefore had deliberated as to what might be


most expedient, but that Cinna ought not so much as to


have questioned whether he should accept him whom he


had already invited, but should have honorably received


and employed him, for his word once passed left no room
for debate. Thus Marius being sent for by Cinna, and


their forces being divided into three parts, under Cinna,


Marius, and Sertorius, the war was brought to a successful


conclusion ; but those about Cinna and Marius committing


all manner of insolence and cruelty, made the Romans
think the evils of war a golden time in comparison. On
the contrary, it is reported of Sertorius, that he never


slew any man in his anger, to satisfy his own private


revenge, nor ever insulted over any one whom he had
overcome, but was much offended with Marius, and often


privately entreated Cinna to use his power more moderately.


And in the end, when the slaves whom Marius had freed at


his landing to increase his army, being made not only his
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fellow-soldiers in the war, but also now his guard in his


usurpation, enriched and powerful by his favor, either by
the command or permission of Marius, or by their own law-


less violence, committed all sorts of crimes, killed their


masters, ravished their masters' wives and abused their


children, their conduct appeared so intolerable to Sertorius


that he slew the whole body of them, four thousand in


number, commanding his soldiers to shoot them down with


their javelins, as they lay encamped together.


Afterwards when Marius died, and Cinna shortly after


was slain, when the younger Marius made himself consul


against Sertorius's wishes and contrary to law, when Carbo,


Norbanus, and Scipio fought unsuccessfully against Sylla,


now advancing to Rome, when much was lost by the coward-


ice and remissness of the commanders, but more by the


treachery of their party, when with the want of prudence


in the chief leaders, all went so ill that his presence could


do no good, in the end when Sylla had placed his camp near


to Scipio, and by pretending friendship, and putting him in


hopes of a peace, corrupted his army, and Scipio could not


be made sensible of this, although often forewarned of it by
Sertorius,—at last he utterly despaired of Rome, and hasted


into Spain, that by taking possession there beforehand, he


might secure a refuge to his friends, from their misfortunes


at home. Having bad weather in his journey, and travel-


ling through mountainous countries, and the inhabitants


stopping the way, and demanding a toll and money for


passage, those who were with him were out of all patience


at the indignity and shame it would be for a proconsul of


Rome to pay tribute to a crew of wretched barbarians.


But he little regarded their censure, and slighting that


which had only the appearance of an indecency, told them
he must buy time, the most precious of all things to those


who go upon great enterprises ; and pacifying the barbarous


people with money, he hastened his journey, and took pos-


session of Spain, a country flourishing and populous, abound*
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ing with young men fit to bear arms ; but on account ot


the insolence and covetousness of the governors from time


to time sent thither from Rome, they had generally an


aversion to Roman supremacy. He, however, soon gained


the affection of their nobles by intercourse with them, and


the good opinion of the people by remitting their taxes.


But that which won him most popularity was his exempting


them from finding lodgings for the soldiers, when he com-


manded his army to take up their winter quarters outside


the cities, and to pitch their camp in the suburbs ; and


when he himself, first of all, caused his own tent to be


raised without the walls. Yet not being willing to rely


totally upon the good inclination of the inhabitants he armed
all the Romans who lived in those countries that were of


military age, and undertook the building of ships and the


making of all sorts of warlike engines, by which means he


kept the cities in due obedience, showing himself gentle in


all peaceful business, and at the same time formidable to


his enemies by his great preparations for war.


As soon as he was informed that Sylla had made himself


master of Rome, and that the party which sided with


Marius and Carbo was going to destruction, he expected


that some commander with a considerable army would
speedily come against him, and therefore sent away Julius


Salinator immediately, with six thousand men fully armed,


to fortify and defend the passes of the Pyrenees. And Caius


Annius not long after being sent out by Sylla, finding Julius


unassailable, sat down short at the foot of the mountains in


perplexity. But a certain Calpurnius, surnamed Lanarius,


having treacherously slain Julius, and his soldiers then


forsaking the heights of the Pyrenees, Caius Annius ad-


vanced with large numbers and drove before him all who
endeavored to hinder his march. Sertorius, also, not being


strong enough to give him battle, retreated with three


thousand men into New Carthage, where he took shipping,


and crossed the seas into Africa. And coming near the
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coast of Mauritania, his men went on shore to water, and


straggling about negligently, the natives fell upon them
and slew a great number. This new misfortune forced him
to sail back again into Spain, whence he was also repulsed,


and, some Cilician private ships joining with him, they made
for the island of Pityussa, where they landed and over-


powered the garrison placed there by Annius, who, however,


came not long after with a great fleet of ships and five


thousand soldiers. And Sertorius made ready to fight him
by sea, although his ships were not built for strength, but


for lightness and swift sailing ; but a violent west wind


raised such a sea that many of them were run aground and


shipwrecked, and he himself, with a few vessels, being kept


from putting further out to sea by the fury of the weather,


and from landing by the power of his enemies, were tossed


about painfully for ten days together, amidst the boisterous


and adverse waves.


He escaped with difficulty, and after the wind ceased, ran


for certain desert islands scattered in those seas, affording


no water, and after passing a night there, making out to


sea again, he went through the straits of Cadiz, and sailing


outward, keeping the Spanish shore on his right hand, he


landed a little above the mouth of the river Bsetis, where it


falls into the Atlantic Sea, and gives the name to that part


of Spain. Here he met with seamen recently arrived from


the Atlantic islands, two in number, divided from one an-


other only by a narrow channel, and distant from the coast


of Africa ten thousand furlongs. These are called the Is-


lands of the Blest ; rain falls there seldom, and in moderate


showers, but for the most part they have gentle breezes,


bringing along with them soft dews, which render the soil


not only rich for ploughing and planting, but so abun-


dantly fruitful that it produces spontaneously an abundance


of delicate fruits, sufficient to feed the inhabitants, who
may here enjoy all things without trouble or labor. The
seasons of the year are temperate, and the transitions from
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one to another so moderate, that the air is almost alwaya


serene and pleasant. The rough northerly and easterly


winds which blow from the coasts of Europe and Africa,


dissipated in the vast open space, utterly lose their force


before they reach the islands. The soft western and


southerly winds which breathe upon them sometimes


produce gentle sprinkling showers, which they convey


along with them from the sea, but more usually bring days


of moist, bright weather, cooling and gently fertilizing the


soil, so that the firm belief prevails, even among the bar-


barians, that this is the seat of the blessed, and that these


are the Elysian Fields celebrated by Homer.


When Sertorius heard this account, he was seized with a


wonderful passion for these islands, and had an extreme


desire to go and live there in peace and quietness, and safe


from oppression and unending wars ; but his inclinations


being perceived by the Cilician pirates, who desired not


peace nor quiet, but riches and spoils, they immediately


forsook him and sailed away into Africa to assist Ascalis,


the son of Iphtha, and to help to restore him to his king-


dom of Mauritania. Their sudden departure noways dis-


couraged Sertorius ; he presently resolved to assist the


enemies of Ascalis, and by this new adventure trusted to


keep his soldiers together, who from this might conceive


new hopes, and a prospect of a new scene of action. His


arrival in Mauritania being very acceptable to the Moors,


he lost no time, but immediately giving battle to Ascalis,


beat him out of the field and besieged him ; and Pa« cia ins


being sent by Sylla, with a powerful supply, to raise the


siege, Sertorius slew him in the field, gained over all h's


forces, and took the city of Tingis, into which Ascalis and
his brothers were fled for refuge. The Africans tell that


Antseus was buried in this city, and Sertorius had the


grave opened, doubting the story because of the prodigious


size, and finding there his body, in effect, it is said, fab


sixty cubits long, he was infinitely astonished, offered
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sacrifice, and heaped up the tomb again, gave his con-


firmation to the story, and added new honors to the


memory of Antaeus. The Africans tell that after the death


of AntaBus, his wife Tinga lived with Hercules, and had a


son by him called Sophax, who was king of these countries,


and gave his mother's name to this city, whose son, also,


was Diodorus, a great conqueror, who brought the greatest


part of the Libyan tribes under his subjection, with an


army of Greeks, raised out of the colonies of the Olbians


and Myceneans placed here by Hercules. Thus much I


may mention for the sake of king Juba, of all monarchs


the greatest student of history, whose ancestors are said to


have sprung from Diodorus and Sophax.


When Sertorius had made himself absolute master of the


whole country, he acted with great fairness to those who
had confided in him, and who yielded to his mercy ; he


restored to them their property, cities, and government,


accepting only of such acknowledgments as they themselves


freely offered. And whilst he considered which way next


to turn his arms, the Lusitanians sent ambassadors to desire


him to be their general ; for being terrified with the Roman
power, and finding the necessity of having a commander of


great authority and experience in war, being also sufficiently


assured of his worth and valor by those who had formerly


known him, they were desirous to commit themselves es-


pecially to his care. And in fact Sertorius is said to have


been of a temper unassailable either by fear or pleasure, in


adversity and dangers undaunted, and noways puffed up
with prosperity. In straightforward fighting, no com-


mander in his time was more bold and daring, and in what-


ever was to be performed in war by stratagem, secrecy, or


surprise, if any strong place was to be secured, any pass to


be gained speedily, for deceiving and overreaching an


enemy, there was no man equal to him in subtilty and


skill. In bestowing rewards and conferring honors upon


those who had performed good service in the wars, he was
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bountiful and magnificent, and was no less sparing and
moderate in inflicting punishment. It is true that that


piece of harshness and cruelty which he executed in the


latter part of his days upon the Spanish hostages seems to


argue that his clemency was not natural to him, but only


worn as a dress, and employed upon calculation, as his oc-


casion or necessity required. As to my own opinion, I am
persuaded that pure virtue, established by reason and
judgment, can never be totally perverted or changed into


its opposite, by any misfortune whatever. Yet I think it


at the same time possible, that virtuous inclinations and
natural good qualities may, when unworthily oppressed by
calamities, show, with change of fortune, some change and
alteration of their temper ; and thus I conceive it happened


to Sertorius, who, when prosperity failed him, became exas-


perated by his disasters against those who had done him
wrong.


The Lusitanians having sent for Sertorius, he left Africa,


and being made general with absolute authority, he put al]


in order amongst them, and brought the neighboring parts


of Spain under subjection. Most of the tribes voluntarily


submitted themselves, won by the fame of his clemency


and of his courage, and, to some extent, also, he availed


himself of cunning artifices of his own devising to impose


upon them and gain influence over them. Amongst which,


certainly, that of the hind was not the least. Spanus, a


countryman who lived in those parts, meeting by chance a


hind that had recently calved, flying from the hunters, let


the dam go, and pursuing the fawn, took it, being wonder-


fully pleased with the rarity of the color, which was all


milk-white. And as at that time Sertorius was living in the


neighborhood, and accepted gladly any presents of fruit,


fowl, or venison that the country afforded, and rewarded


liberally those who presented them, the countryman brought


him his young hind, which he took and was well pleased


with at the first sight, but when in time he had made it so
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tame and gentle that it would come when he called, and


follow him wheresoever he went, and could endure the


noise and tumult of the camp, knowing well that uncivil-


ized people are naturally prone to superstition, by little


and little he raised it into something preternatural, saying


that it was given him by the goddess Diana, and that it


revealed to him many secrets. He added, also, further


contrivances. If he had received at any time private intelli-


gence that the enemies had made an incursion into any


part of the districts under his command, or had solicited


any city to revolt, he pretended that the hind had informed


him of it in his sleep, and charged him to keep his forces


in readiness. Or if again he had noticed that any of the


commanders under him had got a victory, he would hide


the messengers and bring forth the hind crowned with


flowers, for joy of the good news that was to come, and


would encourage them to rejoice and sacrifice to the gods


for the good account they should soon receive of their pros-


perous success.


By such practices, he brought them to be more tractable


and obedient in all things ; for now they thought them-


selves no longer to be led by a stranger, but rather con-


ducted by a god, and the more so, as the facts themselves


seemed to bear witness to it, his power, contrary to all ex-


pectation or probability, continually increasing. For with


two thousand six hundred men, whom for honor's sake he


called Romans, combined with seven hundred Africans,


who landed with him when he first entered Lusitania, to-


gether with four thousand targeteers and seven hundred


horse of the Lusitanians themselves he made war against


four Roman generals, who commanded a hundred and


twenty thousand foot, six thousand horse, two thousand


archers and slingers, and had cities innumerable in their


power ; whereas at the first he had not above twenty cities


in all. And from this weak and slender beginning, he


raised himself to the command of large nations of men
?
arid
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the possession of numerous cities ; and of the Roman com.


manders who were sent against him, he overthrew Cotta


in a sea-fight, in the channel near the town of Mellaria ; he


routed Fufidius, the governor of Bsetica, with the loss of


two thousand Romans, near the banks of the river Bsetis
;


Lucius Domitius, proconsul of the other province of Spain,


was overthrown by one of his lieutenants ; Thoranius, an-


other commander sent against him by Metellus with a


great force, was slain, and Metellus, one of the greatest and


most approved Roman generals then living, by a series of


defeats, was reduced to such extremities, that Lucius Man-
lius came to his assistance out of Gallia ISTarbonensis, and


Pompey the Great was sent from Rome itself in all haste,


with considerable forces. Nor did Metellus know which


way to turn himself, in a war with such a bold and ready


commander, who was continually molesting him, and yet


could not be brought to a set battle, but by the swiftness


and dexterity of his Spanish soldiery was enabled to shift


and adapt himself to any change of circumstances. Metel-


lus had had experience in battles fought by regular legions


of soldiers, fully armed and drawn up in due order into a


heavy standing phalanx, admirably trained for encounter-


ing and overpowering an enemy who came to close combat,


hand to hand, but entirely unfit for climbing among the


hills, and competing incessantly with the swift attacks and


retreats of a set of fleet mountaineers, or to endure hunger


and thirst, and live exposed like them to the wind and


weather, without fire or covering.


Besides, being now in years, and having been formerly


engaged in many fights and dangerous conflicts, he had


grown inclined to a more remiss, easy, and luxurious life,


and was the less able to contend with Sertorius, who was
in the prime of his strength and vigor, and had a body


wonderfully fitted for war, being strong, active, and tem-


perate, continually accustomed to endure hard labor, to


take long, tedious journeys, to pass many nights together
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without sleep, to eat little, and to be satisfied with very


coarse fare, and who was never stained with the least ex-


cess in wine, even when he was most at leisure. What
leisure time he allowed himself, he spent in hunting and


riding about, and so made himself thoroughly acquainted


with every passage for escape when he would fly, and for


overtaking and intercepting in pursuit, and gained a per-


fect knowledge of where he could and where he could not


go. Insomuch that Metellus suffered all the inconven-


iences of defeat, although he earnesly desired to fight, and


Sertorius, though he refused the field, reaped all the ad-


vantages of a conqueror. For he hindered them from for-


aging, and cut them off from water ; if they advanced, he


was nowhere to be found ; if they stayed in any place and


encamped, he continually molested and alarmed them ; if


they besieged any town, he presently appeared and be-


sieged them again, and put them to extremities for want of


necessaries. And thus he so wearied out the Roman army
that when Sertorious challenged Metellus to fight singly


with him, they commended it, and cried out, it was a fair


offer, a Roman to fight against a Roman, and a general


against a general; and when Metellus refused the chal-


lenge, they reproached him. Metellus derided and


contemned this, and rightly so; for, as Theophrastus


observes, a general should die like a general, and not like


a skirmisher. But perceiving that the town of the Lan-


gobritse, who gave great assistance to Sertorius, might


easily be taken for want of water, as there was but one


well within the walls, and the besieger would be master


of the springs and fountains in the suburbs, he advanced


against the place, expecting to carry it in two days'


time, there being no more water, and gave command to


his soldiers to take five days' provision only. Sertorius,


however, resolving to send speedy relief, ordered two thou-


sand skins to be filled with water, naming a considerable


sum of money for the carriage of every skin ; and many
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Spaniards and Moors undertaking the work, he chose out


those who were the strongest and swiftest of foot, and sent


them through the mountains, with order that when they


had delivered the water, they should convey away privately


all those who would be least serviceable in the siege, that


there might be water sufficient for the defendants. As
soon as Metellus understood this, he was disturbed, as he


had already consumed most part of the necessary provis-


ions for his army, but he sent out Aquinus with six thou-


sand soldiers to fetch in fresh supplies. But Sertorius hav-


ing notice of it, laid an ambush for him, and having sent


out beforehand three thousand men to take post in a thickly


wooded water-course, with these he attacked the rear of


Aquinus in his return, while he himself, charging him in


the front, destroyed part of his army, and took the rest


prisoners, Aquinus only escaping, after the loss of both his


horse and his armor. And Metellus, being forced shame-


fully to raise the siege, withdrew amidst the laughter and


contempt of the Spaniards; while Sertorius became yet


more the object of their esteem and admiration.


He was also highly honored for his introducing discipline


and good order amongst them, for he altered their furious


savage manner of fighting, and brought them to make use


of the Roman armor, taught them to keep their ranks, and


observe signals and watchwords ; and out of a confused


number of thieves and robbers, he constituted a regular,


well-disciplined army. He bestowed silver and gold upon
them liberally to gild and adorn their helmets, he had
their shields worked with various figures and designs, he


brought them into the mode of wearing flowered and em-


broidered cloaks and coats, and by supplying money for


these purposes, and joining with them in all improvements,


he won the hearts of all. That, however, which delighted


them most was the care that he took of their children.


He sent for all the boys of noblest parentage out of all


their tribes, and placed them in the great city of Osca,
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where he appointed masters to instruct them in the Gre-


cian and Roman learning, that when they came to he men,


they might, as he professed, he fitted to share with him in


authority, and in conducting the government, although


under this pretext he really made them hostages. How-
ever, their fathers were wonderfully pleased to see their


children going daily to the schools in good order, hand-


somely dressed in gowns edged with purple, and that


Sertorius paid for their lessons, examined them often,


distributed rewards to the most deserving, and gave them


the golden "bosses to hang about their necks, which the


Romans called bullae.


There being a custom in Spain, that when a commander
was slain in battle, those who attended his person fought


it out till they all died with him, which the inhabitants of


those countries called an offering, or libation, there were


few commanders that had any considerable guard or


number of attendants ; but Sertorius was followed by many
thousands who offered themselves, and vowed to spend


their blood with his. And it is told that when his army
was defeated near a city in Spain, and the enemy pressed


hard upon them, the Spaniards, with no care for themselves,


but being totally solicitous to save Sertorius, took him upon


their shoulders and passed him from one to another, till


they carried him into the city, and only when they had


thus placed their general in safety, provided afterwards


each man for his own security.


ISTor were the Spaniards alone ambitious to serve him,


but the Roman soldiers, also, that came out of Italy, were


impatient to be under his command ; and when Perpenna


Vento, who was of the same faction with Sertorius, came
into Spain with a quantity of money and a large number
of troops, and designed to make war against Metellus on


his own account, his own soldiers opposed it, and talked


continually of Sertorius, much to the mortification of Per-


pennaj who was puffed up with the grandeur of his family
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and his riches. And when they afterwards received tidings


that Pompey was passing the Pyrenees, they took up their


arms, laid hold on their ensigns, called upon Perpenna to


lead them to Sertorius, and threatened him that if he refused


they would go without him, and place themselves under a


commander who was able to defend himself and those that


served him. And so Perpenna was obliged to yield to their


desires, and joining Sertorius, added to his army three-and-


fifty cohorts.


And when now all the cities on this side of the river Ebro
also united their forces together under his command, his


army grew great, for they flocked together and flowed in


upon him from all quarters. But when they continually


cried out to attack the enemy, and were impatient of delay,


their inexperienced, disorderly rashness caused Sertorius


much trouble, who at first strove to restrain them with


reason and good counsel, but when he perceived them re-


fractory and unseasonably violent, he gave way to their


impetuous desires, and permitted them to engage with the


enemy, in such sort that they might, being repulsed, yet


not totally routed, become more obedient to his commands
for the future. Which happening as he had anticipated,


he soon rescued them, and brought them safe into his camp.


And after a few days, being willing to encourage them
again, when he had called all his army together, he caused


two horses to be brought into the field, one old, feeble, lean


animal, the other a lusty, strong horse, with a remarkable


thick and long tail. Near the lean one he placed a tall,


strong man, and near the strong young horse a weak,


despicable-looking fellow ; and at a sign given, the strong


man took hold of the weak horse's tail with both his hands,


and drew it to him with his whole force, as if he would


pull it off ; the other, the weak man, in the mean time, set


to work to pluck off hair by hair from the great horse's tail.


And when the strong man had given trouble enough to him-


self in vain, and sufficient diversion to the company, and
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had abandoned his attempt, whilst the weak, pitiful fellow


in a short time and with little pains had left not a hair on
the great horse's tail, Sertorius rose up and spoke to his


army. " You see, fellow-soldiers, that perseverance is more
prevailing than violence, and that many things which can-


not be overcome when they are together, yield themselves


up when taken little by little. Assiduity and persistence


are irresistible, and in time overthrow and destroy the


greatest powers whatever. Time being the favorable friend


and assistant of those who use their judgment to await his


occasions, and the destructive enemy of those who are un-


seasonably urging and pressing forward." With a frequent


use of such words and such devices, he soo thed the fierce-


ness of the barbarous people, and taught them to attend


and watch for their opportunities.


Of all his remarkable exploits, none raised greater ad-


miration than that which he put in practice against the


Characitanians. These are a people beyond the river


Tagus, who inhabit neither cities nor towns, but live in a


vast high hill, within the deep dens and caves of the rocks,


the mouths of which open all towards the north. The
country below is of a soil resembling a light clay, so loose


as easily to break into powder, and is not firm enough to


bear any one that treads upon it, and if you touch it in the


least it flies about like ashes or unslacked lime. In any danger


of war, these people descended into their caves, and carry-


ing in their booty and prey along with them, stayed quietly


within, secure from every attack. And when Sertorius,


leaving Metellus some distance off, had placed his camp
near this hill, they slighted and despised him, imagining


that he retired into these parts, being overthrown by the


Romans. And whether out of anger or resentment, or out


of his unwillingness to be thought to fly from his enemies,


early in the morning he rode up to view the situation of


the place. But finding there was no way to come at it, as


he rode about, threatening them in vain and disconcerted,
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he took notice that the wind raised the dust and carried it


up towards the caves of the Characitanians, the mouths of


which, as I said before, opened towards the north ; and the


northerly wind, which some call Caecias, prevailing most in


those parts, coming up out of moist plains or mountains


covered with snow, at this particular time, in the heat of


summer, being further supplied and increased by the melt-


ing of the ice in the northern regions, blew a delightful


fresh gale, cooling and refreshing the Characitanians and


their cattle all the day long. Sertorius, considering well


all circumstances in which either the information of the


inhabitants or his own experience had instructed him
5


commanded his soldiers to shovel up a great quantity of


this light, dusty earth, to heap it up together, and make a


mount of it over against the hill in which those barbarous


people resided, who, imagining that all this preparation


was for raising a mound to get at them, only mocked and


laughed at it. However, he continued the work till the


evening, and brought his soldiers back into their camp.


The next morning a gentle breeze at first arose, and moved
the lightest parts of the earth and dispersed it about as the


chaff before the wind ; but when the sun coming to be


higher, the strong northerly wind had covered the hills


with the dust, the soldiers came and turned this mound of


earth over and over, and broke the hard clods in pieces,


whilst others on horseback rode through it backward and


forward, and raised a cloud of dust into the air : there with


the wind the whole of it was carried away and blown into


the dwellings of the Characitanians, all lying open to the


north. And there being no other vent or breathing-place


than that through which the Csecias rushed in upon them,


it quickly blinded their eyes and filled their lungs, and all


but choked them, whilst they strove to draw in the rough


air mingled with dust and powdered earth. Nor were


they able, with all they could do, to hold out above two
days, but yielded up themselves on the third, adding, by
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feheir defeat, not so much to the power of Sertorius, as to his


renown, in proving that he was able to conquer places by
art, which were impregnable by the force of arms.


So long as he had to do with Metellus, he was thought to


owe his successes to his opponent's age and slow temper,


which were ill suited for coping with the daring and activity


of one who commanded a light army more like a band
of robbers than regular soldiers. But when Pompey also


passed over the Pyrenees, and Sertorius pitched his camp
near him, and offered and himself accepted every occasion


by which military skill could be put to the proof, and in


this contest of dexterity was found to have the better, both


in baffling his enemy's designs and in counter-scheming


himself, the fame of him now spread even to Rome itself,


as the most expert commander of his time. For the renown
of Pompey was not small, who had already won much
honor by his achievements in the wars of Sylla, from whom
he received the title of Magnus, and was called Pompey
the Great ; and who had risen to the honor of a triumph


before the beard had grown on' his face. And many cities


which were under Sertorius were on the very eve of revolt-


ing and going over to Pompey, when they were deterred


from it by that great action, amongst others, which he


performed near the city of Lauron, contrary to the expecta-


tion of all.


For Sertorius had laid siege to Lauron, and Pompey
came with his whole army to relieve it ; and there being


a hill near this city very advantageously situated, they


both made haste to take it. Sertorius was beforehand, and


took possession of it first, and Pompey, having drawn down
his forces, was not sorry that it had thus happened, imag-


ining that he had hereby enclosed his enemy between his


own army and the city, and sent in a messenger to the


citizens of Lauron, to bid them be of good courage, and to


come upon their walls, where they might see their besieger


besieged. Sertorius, perceiving their intentions, smiled,
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and said, he would now teach Sylla's scholar, for so he


called Pompey in derision, that it was the part of a general


to look as well behind him as before him, and at the same
time showed them six thousand soldiers, whom he had left


in his former camp, from whence he marched out to take


the hill, where, if Pompey should assault him, they might


fall upon his rear. Pompey discovered this too late, and
not daring to give battle, for fear of being encompassed,


and yet being ashamed to desert his friends and confeder-


ates in their extreme danger, was thus forced to sit still,


and see them ruined before his face. For the besieged


despaired of relief, and delivered up themselves to Sertorius,


who spared their lives and granted them their liberty, but


burnt their city, not out of anger or cruelty, for of all com-


manders that ever were, Sertorius seemed least of all to


have indulged these passions, but only for the greater


shame and confusion of the admirers of Pompey, and that


it might be reported amongst the Spaniards, that though he


had been so close to the fire which burnt down the city of


his confederates as actually to feel the heat of it, he still


had not dared to make any opposition.


Sertorius, however, sustained many losses ; but he always


maintained himself and those immediately with him unde-


feated, and it was by other commanders under him that


he suffered ; and he was more admired for being able to


repair his losses, and for recovering the victory, than the


Roman generals against him for gaining these advantages


;


as at the battle of the Sucro against Pompey, and at the


battle near Tuttia, against him and Metellus together.


The battle near the Sucro was fought, it is said, through


the impatience of Pompey, lest Metellus should share with


him in the victory, Sertorius being also willing to engage


Pompey before the arrival of Metellus. Sertorius delayed


the time till the evening, considering that the darkness of


the night would be a disadvantage to his enemies, whether


flying or pursuing, being strangers, and having no knowL
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edge of the country. When the fight began, it happened


that Sertorius was not placed directly against Porapey, but


against Afranius, who had command of the left wing of


the Roman army, as he commanded the right wing of his


own ; but when he understood that his left wing began to


give way, and yield to the assault of Pompey, he commit-


ted the care of his right wing to other commanders, and


made haste to relieve those in distress ; and rallying some


that were flying, and encouraging others that still kept


their ranks, he renewed the fight, and attacked the enemy
in their pursuit so effectively as to cause a considerable


rout, and brought Pompey into great danger of his life.


For after being wounded and losing his horse, he escaped


unexpectedly. For the Africans with Sertorius, who took


Pompey's horse, set out with gold, and covered with rich


trappings, fell out with one another ; and upon the dividing


of the spoil, gave over the pursuit. Afranius, in the mean
time, as soon as Sertorius had left his right wing, to assist


the other part of his army, overthrew all that opposed


him; and pursuing them to their camp, fell in together


with them, and plundered them till it was dark night


;


knowing nothing of Pompey's overthrow, nor being able


to restrain his soldiers from pillaging; when Sertorius,


returning with victory, fell upon him and upon his men,


who were all in disorder, and slew many of them. And the


next morning he came into the field again well armed, and


offered battle, but perceiving that Metellus was near, he


drew off, and returned to his camp, saying, " If this old


woman had not come up, I would have whipped that boy


soundly, and sent him to Rome."


He was much concerned that his white hind could no-


where be found ; as he was thus destitute of an admirable


contrivance, to encourage the barbarous people, at a time


when he most stood in need of it. Some men, however,


wandering in the night, chanced to meet her, and knowing


her by her color, took her ; to whom Sertorius promised a
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good reward, if they would tell no one of it ; and imme«


diately shut her up. A few days after, he appeared in


public with a very cheerful look, and declared to the chief


men of the country that the gods had foretold him in a


dream that some great good fortune should shortly attend


him ; and, taking his seat, proceeded to answer the petitions


of those who applied themselves to him. The keepers of


the hind, who were not far off, now let her loose, and she


no sooner espied Sertorius, but she came leaping with great


joy to his feet, laid her head upon his knees, and licked his


hands, as she formerly used to do. And Sertorius stroking


her, and making much of her again, with that tenderness


that the tears stood in his eyes, all that were present were


immediately filled with wonder and astonishment, and
accompanying him to his house with loud shouts for joy,


looked upon him as a person above the rank of mortal


men, and highly beloved by the gods ; and were in great


courage and hope for the future.


When he had reduced his enemies to the last extremity,


for want of provision, he was forced to give them battle, in


the plains near Sagmitum, to hinder them from foraging


and plundering the country. Both parties fought glori-


ously. Memmius, the best commander in Pompey's army,


was slain in the heat of the battle. Sertorius overthrew


all before him, and with great slaughter of his enemies


pressed forward towards Metellus. This old commander,


making a resistance beyond what could be expected from


one of his years, was wounded with a lance ; an occurrence


which filled all who either saw it or heard of it with


shame, to be thought to have left their general in distress,


but at the same time to provoke them to revenge and fury


against their enemies ; they covered Metellus with their


shields, and brought him off in safety, and then valiantly


repulsed the Spaniards ; and so victory changed sides, and


Sertorius, that he might afford a more secure retreat to his


army, and that fresh forces might more easily be raised,
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retired into a strong city in the mountains. And though


it was the least of his intention to sustain a long siege, yet


he "began to repair the walls, and to fortify the gates, thus


deluding his enemies, who came and sat down before the


town, hoping to take it without much resistance ; and
meantime gave over the pursuit of the Spaniards, and
allowed opportunity for raising new forces for Sertorius,


to which purpose he had sent commanders to all their


cities, with orders, when they had sufficiently increased


their numbers, to send him word of it. This news he no


sooner received, but he sallied out and forced his way
through his enemies, and easily joined them with the rest


of his army. And having received this considerable rein-


forcement, he set upon the Romans again, and by rapidly


assaulting them, by alarming them on all sides, by ensnar-


ing, circumventing, and laying ambushes for them, he cut


off all provisions by land, while with his piratical vessels


he kept all the coast in awe, and hindered their supplies by
sea. He thus forced the Roman generals to dislodge and


to separate from one another : Metellus departed into Gaul,


and Fompey wintered among the Vaccseans, in a wretched


condition, where, being in extreme want of money, he wrote


a letter to the senate, to let them know that if they did not


speedily supply him, he must draw off his army ; for he


had already spent his own money in the defence of Italy.


To these extremities, the chiefest and the most powerful


commanders of the age were reduced by the skill of Serto-


rius; and it was the common opinion in Rome that he


would be in Italy before Pompey.


How far Metellus was terrified, and at what rate he es-


teemed him, he plainly declared, when he offered by proc-


lamation an hundred talents and twenty thousand acres


of land to any Roman that should kill him, and leave, if he


were banished, to return ; attempting villanously to buy
his life by treachery, when he despaired of ever being able,


to overcome him in open war. And when once he gained
18
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the advantage in a battle against Sertorius, he was so


pleased and transported with his good fortune, that he


caused himself to be publicly proclaimed imperator


;


and all the cities which he visited received him with altars


and sacrifices ; he allowed himself, it is said, to have gar-


lands placed on his head, and accepted sumptuous entertain-


ments, at which he sat drinking in triumphal robes, while


images and figures of victory were introduced by the motion


of machines, bringing in with them crowns and trophies of


gold to present to him, and companies of young men and
women danced before him, and sang to him songs of joy


and triumph. By all which he rendered himself deservedly


ridiculous, for being so excessively delighted and puffed


up with the thoughts of having followed one who was
retiring of his own accord, and for having once had the


better of him whom he used to call Sylla's runaway slave,


and his forces, the remnant of the defeated troops of Carbo.


Sertorius, meantime, showed the loftiness of his temper


in calling together all the Roman senators who had fled


from Rome, and had come and resided with him, and giv-


ing them the name of a senate ; and out of these he chose


prsetors and qusestors, and adorned his government with


all the Roman laws and institutions. And though he made
use of the arms, riches, and cities of the Spaniards, yet he


would never, even in word, remit to them the imperial


authority, but set Roman ofiicers and commanders over


them, intimating his purpose to restore liberty to the


Romans, not to raise up the Spaniard's power against


them. For he was a sincere lover of his country, and had
a great desire to return home ; but in his adverse fortune


he showed undaunted courage, and behaved himself to-


wards his enemies in a manner free from all dejection and
mean-spiritedness ; and when he was in his prosperity, and
in the height of his victories, he sent word to Metellus and
Pompey, that he was ready to lay down his arms, and live


a private life, if he were allowed to return home, declaring
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that he had rather live as the meanest citizen in Kome>
than, exiled from it, be supreme commander of all other


cities together. And it is thought that his great desire for


his country was in no small measure promoted by the ten-


derness he had for his mother, under whom he was brought


up after the death of his father, and upon whom he had
placed his entire affection. And after that his friends had
sent for him into Spain to be their general, as soon as he


heard of his mother's death, he had almost cast away him-


self and died for grief ; for he lay seven days together con-


tinually in his tent, without giving the word, or being seen


by the nearest of his friends ; and when the chief com-


manders of the army and persons of the greatest note came
about his tent, with great difficulty they prevailed with


him at last to come abroad, and speak to his soldiers, and


to take upon him the management of affairs, which were


in a prosperous condition. And thus, to many men's judg-


ment, he seemed to have been in himself of a mild and com-


passionate temper, and naturally given to ease and quiet-


ness, and to have accepted of the command of military


forces contrary to his own inclination, and not being able


to live in safety otherwise, to have been driven by his


enemies to have recourse to arms, and to espouse the wars


as a necessary guard for the defence of his person.


His negotiations with king Mithridates further argue the


greatness of his mind. For when Mithridates recovering


himself from his overthrow by Sylla, like a strong wrestler


that gets up to try another fall, was again endeavoring to


re-establish his power in Asia, at this time the great fame of


Sertorius was celebrated in all places ; and when the mer-


chants who came out of the western parts of Europe, bring-


ing these, as it were, among their other foreign wares, had


filled the kingdom of Pontus with their stories of his ex-


ploits in war, Mithridates was extremely desirous to send an


embassy to him, being also highly encouraged to it by the


boastings of his flattering courtiers, who, comparing Mith-
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ridates to Pyrrhus, and Sertorius to Hannibal, professed


that the Romans would never be able to make any con-


siderable resistance against such great forces, and such ad-


mirable commanders, when they should be set upon on both


sides at once, on one by the most warlike general, and on


the other by the most powerful prince in existence.


Accordingly, Mithridates sends ambassadors into Spain


to Sertorius with letters and instructions, and commission to


promise ships and money toward the charge of the war, if


Sertorius would confirm his pretensions upon Asia, and au-


thorize him to possess all that he had surrendered to the


.Romans in his treaty with Sylla. Sertorius summoned a


full council which he called a senate, where, when others


joyfully approved of the conditions, and were desirous im-


mediately to accept of his offer, seeing that he desired noth-


ing of them but a name, and an empty title to places not


in their power to dispose of, in recompense of which they


should be supplied with what they then stood most in need


of, Sertorius would by no means agree to it; declaring that


he was willing that king Mithridates should exercise alL


royal power and authority over Bithynia and Cappadocia,


countries accustomed to a monarchical government, and not


belonging to Rome, but he could never consent that he


should seize or detain a province, which, by the justest


right and title, was possessed by the Romans, which Mith-


ridates had formerly taken away from them, and had


afterwards lost in open war to Fimbria, and quitted upon


a treaty of peace with Sylla. For he looked upon it as his


duty to enlarge the Roman possessions by his conquering


arms, and not to increase his own power by the diminution


of the Roman territories. Since a noble-minded man,


though he willingly accepts of victory when it comes
with honor, will never so much as endeavor to save his


own life upon any dishonorable terms.


When this was related to Mithridates, he was struck


With amazement, and said to his intimate friends, " What
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will Sertorius enjoin us to do when he comes to be seated in


the Palatium in Rome, who at present, when he is driven


out to the borders of the Atlantic Sea, sets bounds to our


kingdoms in the east, and threatens us with war, if we
attempt the recovery of Asia ? " However, they solemnly,


upon oath, concluded a league between them, upon these


terms : that Mithridates should enjoy the free possession


of Cappadocia and Bithynia, and that Sertorius should


send him soldiers and a general for his army, in recom-


pense of which the king was to supply him with three


thousand talents and forty ships. Marcus Marius, a Roman
senator who had quitted Rome to follow Sertorius, was sent


general into Asia, in company with whom, when Mithri-


dates had reduced divers of the Asian cities, Marius made
his entrance with rods and axes carried before him, and


Mithridates followed in the second place, voluntarily wait-


ing upon him. Some of these cities he set at liberty, and


others he freed from taxes, signifying to them that these


privileges were granted to them by the favor of Sertorius,


and hereby Asia,which had been miserably tormented by the


revenue farmers, and oppressed by the insolent pride and


covetousness of the soldiers, began to rise again to new
hopes and to look forward with joy to the expected change


of government.


But in Spain, the senators about Sertorius, and others of


the nobility, finding themselves strong enough for their


enemies, no sooner laid aside fear, but their minds were


possessed by envy and irrational jealousies of Sertorius's


power. And chiefly Perpenna, elevated by the thoughts


of his noble birth, and carried away with a fond ambition


of commanding the army, threw out villanous discourses


in private amongst his acquaintance. " What evil genius,"


he would say, "hurries us perpetually from worse to


worse ? We who disdained to obey the dictates of Sylla,


the ruler of the sea and land, and thus to live at home in


peace and quiet, are come hither to our destruction, hoping
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to enjoy our liberty, and have made ourselves slaves of oui


own accord ; and are become the contemptible guards and


attendants of the banished Sertorius, who, that he may
expose us the further, gives us a name that renders us


ridiculous to all that hears it, and calls us the Senate, when
at the same time he makes us undergo as much hard labor,


and forces us to be as subject to his haughty commands
and insolences as any Spaniards and Lusitanians." With
these mutinous discourses, he seduced them ; and though


the greater number could not be led into open rebellion


against Sertorius, fearing his power, they were prevailed


with to endeavor to destroy his interest secretly. For by
abusing the Lusitanians and Spaniards, by inflicting severe


punishments upon them, by raising exorbitant taxes, and


by pretending that all this was done by the strict command
of Sertorius, they caused great troubles, and made many
cities to revolt ; and those who were sent to mitigate and


heal these differences did rather exasperate them, and


increase the number of his enemies, and left them at their


return more obstinate and rebellious than they found them.


And Sertorius, incensed with all this, now so far forgot his


former clemency and goodness, as to lay hands on the sons


of the Spaniards, educated in the city of Osca ; and, con-


trary to all justice, he cruelly put some of them to death,


and sold others.


In the mean time, Perpenna, having increased the number
of his conspirators, drew in Manlius, a commander in the


army, who, at that time being attached to a youth, to gain


his affections the more, discovered the confederacy to him,


bidding him neglect others, and be constant to him alone


;


who, in a few days, was to be a person of great power and
authority. But the youth having a greater inclination


for Aufidius, disclosed all to him, which much surprised and


amazed him. For he was also one of the confederacy, but


knew not that Manlius was anyways engaged in it; but


When the youth began to name Perpenna, Gracinus, and
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others, whom he knew very well to be sworn conspirators,


he was very much terrified and astonished ; but made light


of it to the youth, and bade him not regard what Manlius


said, a vain, boasting fellow. However, he went presently


to Perpenna, and giving him notice of the danger they


were in, and of the shortness of their time, desired him
immediately to put their designs in execution. And when
all the confederates had consented to it, they provided


a messenger who brought feigned letters to Sertorius, in


which he had notice of a victory obtained, it said, by one


of his lieutenants, and of the great slaughter of his ene-


mies ; and as Sertorius, being extremely well pleased, was
sacrificing and giving thanks to the gods for his prosperous


success, Perpenna invited him, and those with him, who
were also of the conspiracy, to an entertainment, and being


very importunate, prevailed with him to come. At all sup-


pers and entertainments where Sertorius was present, great


order and decency was wont to be observed, for he would


not endure to hear or see anything that was rude or un-


handsome, but made it the habit of all who kept his com-


pany to entertain themselves with quiet and inoffensive


amusements. But in the middle of this entertainment, those


who sought occasion to quarrel fell into dissolute discourse


openly, and making as if they were very drunk, committed


many insolences on purpose to provoke him. Sertorius,


being offended with their ill-behavior, or perceiving the


state of their minds by their way of speaking and their


unusually disrespectful manner, changed the posture of his


lying, and leaned backward, as one that neither heard nor


regarded them. Perpenna now took a cup full of wine,


and, as he was drinking, let it fall out of his hand and


madr a noise, which was the sign agreed upon amongst


them ; and Antonius, who was next to Sertorius, immedi-


ately wounded him with his sword. And whilst Sertorius^


upon receiving the wound, turned himself, and strove to


get up, Antonius threw himself upon his breast, and held
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both his hands, so that he died by a number of blows, With-


out being able even to defend himself.


Upon the first news of his death, most of the Spaniards


left the conspirators, and sent ambassadors to Pompey ana


Metellus, and yielded themselves up to them. Perpenna


attempted to do something with those that remained, but he


made only so much use of Sertorius's arms and prepara-


tions for war, as to disgrace himself in them, and to let it


be evident to all, that he understood no more how to


command, than he knew how to obey ; and when he came


against Pompey, he was soon overthrown, and taken


prisoner. Neither did he bear this last affliction with any


bravery, but having Sertorius's papers and writings in his


hands, he offered to show Pompey letters from persons of


consular dignity, and of the highest quality in Rome,
written with their own hands, expressly to call Sertorius


into Italy, and to let him know what great numbers there


were that earnestly desired to alter the present state of


affairs, and to introduce another manner of government.


Upon this occasion, Pompey behaved not like a youth, or


one of a light inconsiderate mind, but as a man of a con-


firmed, mature, and solid judgment ; and so freed Rome
from great fears and dangers of change. For he put all


Sertorius's writings and letters together and read not one


of them, nor suffered any one else to read them, but burnt


them all, and caused Perpenna immediately to be put to


death, lest by discovering their names further troubles and


revolutions might ensue.


Of the rest of the conspirators with Perpenna, some were
taken and slain by the command of Pompey, others fled into


Africa, and were set upon by the Moors, and run through


with their darts : and in a short time not one of them was
left alive, except only Aufidius, the rival of Manlius, who,
hiding himself, or not being much inquired after, died an
old man, in an obscure village in Spain, in extreme poverty,


and hated by all.
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EUMENES.


Dtjrts reports that Eumenes, the Cardian, was the son of


a poor wagoner in the Thracian Chersonesus, yet liberally


educated, both as a scholar and a soldier ; and that while


he was but young, Philip, passing through Cardia, diverted


himself with a sight of the wrestling matches and other


exercises of the youth of that place, among whom Eumenes
performing with success, and showing signs of intelligence


and bravery, Philip was so pleased with him, as to take


him into his service. But they seem to speak more probably


who tell us that Philip advanced Eumenes for the friend-


ship he bore to his father, whose guest he had sometime


been. After the death of Philip, he continued in the


service of Alexander, with the title of his principal secre-


tary, but in as great favor as the most intimate of his


familiars, being esteemed as wise and faithful as any person


about him, so that he went with troops under his im-


mediate command as general in the expedition against


India, and succeeded to the post of Perdiccas, when
Perdiccas was advanced to that of Hephsestion, then newly


deceased. And therefore, after the death of Alexander,


when Neoptolemus, who had been captain of his life-guard,


said that he had followed Alexander with shield and spear,


but Eumenes only with pen and paper, the Macedonians


laughed at him, as knowing very well that, besides other


marks of favor, the king had done him the honor to make
him a kind of kinsman to himself by marriage. For


Alexander's first mistress in Asia, by whom he had his son


Hercules, was Barsine the daughter of Arta,bazus ; and in


the distribution of the Persian ladies amongst his captains,
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Alexander gave Apame, one of her sisters, to Ptolemy, ana


another, also called Barsine, to Eumenes.


Notwithstanding, he frequently incurred Alexander's


displeasure, and put himself into some danger, through


Hephsestion. The quarters that had been taken up for


Eumenes, Hephsestion assigned to Euius, the flute-player.


Upon which, in great anger, Eumenes and Mentor came to


Alexander, and loudly complained, saying that the way to


be regarded was to throw away their arms, and turn flute-


players or tragedians ; so much so that Alexander took their


part and chid Hephsestion ; but soon after changed his


mind again, and was angry with Eumenes, and accounted


the freedom he had taken to be rather an affront to the


king, than a reflection upon Hephsestion. Afterwards, when
Kearchus, with a fleet, was to be sent to the Southern


Sea, Alexander borrowed money of his friends, his own
treasury being exhausted, and would have had three hun-


dred talents of Eumenes, but he sent a hundred only, pre-


tending that it was not without great difficulty he had raised


so much from his stewards. Alexander neither complained


nor took the money, but gave private order to set Eumenes's


tent on fire, designing to take him in a manifest lie, when
his money was carried out. But before that could be done


the tent was consumed, and Alexander repented of his


orders, all his papers being burnt ; the gold and silver,


however, which was melted down in the fire, being after-


wards collected, was found to be more than one thousand


talents
;
yet Alexander took none of it, and only wrote to


the several governors and generals to send new copies of the


papers that were burnt, and ordered them to be delivered


to Eumenes.


Another difference happened between him and Hephses-


tion concerning a gift, and a great deal of ill language


passed between them, yet Eumenes still continued in favor.


But Hephsestion dying soon after, the king, in his grief,


presuming all those that differed with Hephsestion in his
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lifetime were now rejoicing at his death, showed much
harshness and severity in his behavior with them, especi-


ally towards Eumenes, whom he often upbraided with his


quarrels and ill language to Hephsestion. But he, being a


wise and dexterous courtier, made advantage of what had
done him prejudice, and struck in with the king's passion


for glorifying his friend's memory, suggesting various plans


to do him honor, and contributing largely and readily to-


wards erecting his monument.
After Alexander's death, when the quarrel broke out be-


tween the troops of the phalanx and the officers, his com-


panions, Eumenes, though in his judgment he inclined to


the latter, yet in his professions stood neuter, as if he


thought it unbecoming him, who was a stranger, to inter-


pose in the private quarrels of the Macedonians. And
when the rest of Alexander's friends left Babylon, he stayed


behind, and did much to pacify the foot-soldiers, and to


dispose them towards an accommodation. And when the


officers had agreed among themselves, and, recovering


from the first disorder, proceeded to share out the several


commands and provinces, they made Eumenes governor of


Cappadocia and Paphlagonia, and all the coast upon the


Pontic Sea as far as Trebizond, which at that time was not


subject to the Macedonians, for Ariarathes kept it as king,


but Leonnatus and Antigonus, with a large army, were to


put him in possession of it. Antigonus, already tilled with


hopes of his own, and despising all men, took no notice of


Perdiccas's letters; but Leonnatus with his army came


down into Phrygia to the service of Eumenes. But being


visited by Hecatseus, the tyrant of the Cardians, and re-


quested rather to relieve Antipater and the Macedonians


that were besieged in Lamia, he resolved upon that expedi-


tion, inviting Eumenes to a share in it, and endeavoring to


reconcile him to Hecatseus. For there was an hereditary


feud between them, arising out of political differences, and


JEumenes had more than once been known to denounce
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HecatsDus as a tyrant, and to exhort Alexander to restore


the Cardians their liberty. Therefore at this time, also, he


declined the expedition proposed, pretending that he feared


lest Antipater, who already hated him, should for that reason,


and to gratify Hecatseus, kill him. Leonnatus so far be-


lieved, as to impart to Eumenes his whole design, which, as


he had pretended and given out, was to aid Antipater, but in


truth was to seize the kingdom of Macedon ; and he showed


him letters from Cleopatra, in which, it appeared, she


invited him to Pella, with promises to marry him. But


Eumenes, whether fearing Antipater, or looking upon


Leonnatus as a rash, headstrong, and unsafe man, stole


away from him by night, taking with him all his men,


namely, three hundred horse, and two hundred of his own
servants armed, and all his gold, to the value of five


thousand talents of silver, and fled to Perdiccas, discovered


to him Leonnatus's design, and thus gained great interest


with him, and was made of the council. Soon after, Per-


diccas, with a great army, which he led himself, conducted


Eumenes into Cappadocia, and, having taken Ariarathes


prisoner, and subdued the whole country, declared him
governor of it. He accordingly proceeded to dispose of the


chief cities among his own friends, and made captains of


garrisons, judges, receivers, and other officers, of such as


he thought fit himself, Perdiccas not at all interposing.


Eumenes, however, still continued to attend upon Perdiccas,


both out of respect to him, and a desire not to be absent


from the royal family.


But Perdiccas, believing he was able enough to attain his


own further objects without assistance, and that the country


he left behind him might stand in need of an active and
faithful governor, when he came into Cilicia, dismissed


Eumenes, under color of sending him to his command, but


in truth to secure Armenia, which was on its frontier, and
was unsettled through the practices of Neoptolemus. Him,


a proud and vam man, Eumenes exerted himself to gain by
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personal attentions ; but to balance the Macedonian foot,


whom he found insolent and self-willed, he contrived to


raise an army of horse, excusing from tax and contribution


all those of the country that were able to serve on horse-


back, and buying up a number of horses, which he


distributed among such of his own men as he most confided


in, stimulating the courage of his new soldiers by gifts


and honors, and inuring their bodies to service, by fre-


quent marching and exercising ; so that the Macedonians


were some of them astonished, others overjoyed to see


that in so short a time he had got together a body of no


less than six thousand three hundred horsemen.


But when Craterus and Antipater, having subdued the


Greeks, advanced into Asia, with intentions to quell the


power of Perdiccas, and were reported to design an invasion


of Cappadocia, Perdiccas, resolving himself to march against


Ptolemy, made Eumenes commander-in-chief of all the


forces of Armenia and Cappadocia, and to that purpose


wrote letters, requiring Alcetas and ISTeoptolemus to be


obedient to Eumenes, and giving full commission to Eu-


menes to dispose and order all things as he thought fit.


Alcetas flatly refused to serve, because his Macedonians,


he said, were ashamed to fight against Antipater, and loved


Craterus so well, they were ready to receive him for their


commander. Neoptolemus designed treachery against Eu-


menes, but was discovered ; and being summoned, refused


to obey, and put himself in a posture of defence. Here


Eumenes first found the benefit of his own foresight and


contrivance, for his foot being beaten, he routed Neop-


tolemus with his horse, and took all his baggage ; and


coming up with his whole force upon the phalanx while


broken and disordered in its flight, obliged the men to lay


down their arms and take an oath to serve under him.


Neoptolemus, with some few stragglers whom he rallied,


fled to Craterus and Antipater. From them had come


an embassy to Eumenes, inviting him over to their side,
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offering to secure him in his present government and to


give him additional command, both of men and of territory,


with the advantage of gaining his enemy Antipater to be-


come his friend, and keeping Craterus his friend from


turning to be his enemy. To which Eumenes replied, that


he could not so suddenly be reconciled to his old enemy
Antipater, especially at a time when he saw him use his


friends like enemies, but was ready to reconcile Craterus


to Perdiccas, upon any just and equitable terms; but in


case of any aggression, he would resist the injustice to his


last breath, and would rather lose his life than betray his


word.


Antipater, receiving this answer, took time to consider


upon the whole matter ; when Neoptolemus arrived from


his defeat and acquainted them with the ill success of his


arms, and urged them to give him assistance, to come, both


of them, if possible, but Craterus at any rate, for the Mace-


donians loved him so excessively, that if they saw but his


hat, or heard his voice, they would all pass over in a body
with their arms. And, in truth, Craterus had a mighty
name among them, and the soldiers after Alexander's death


were extremely fond of him, remembering how he had
often for their sakes incurred Alexander's displeasure,


doing his best to withhold him when he began to follow


the Persian fashions, and always maintaining the customs


of his country, when, through pride and luxuriousness,


they began to be disregarded. Craterus, therefore, sent


on Antipater into Cilicia, and himself and Neoptolemus


marched with a large division of the army against Eu-


menes ; expecting to come upon him unawares, and to find


his army disordered with revelling after the late victory.


Now that Eumenes should suspect his coming, and be pre-


pared to receive him, is an argument of his vigilance, but


not perhaps a proof of any extraordinary sagacity, but that


he should contrive both to conceal from his enemies the dis-


advantages of his position, and from his own men whom
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they were to fight with, so that he led them on against


Craterus himself, without their knowing that he commanded
the enemy, this, indeed, seems to show peculiar address and
skill in the general. He gave out that Neoptolemus and


Pigres were approaching with some Cappadocian and Paph-


lagonian horse. And at night, having resolved on march-


ing, he fell asleep, and had an extraordinary dream. For


he thought he saw two Alexanders ready to engage, each


commanding his several phalanx, the one assisted by Mi-


nerva, the other by Ceres ; and that after a hot dispute, he


on whose side Minerva was, was beaten, and Ceres, gather-


ing ears of corn, wove them into a crown for the victor.


This vision Eumenes interpreted at once as boding success


to himself, who was to fight for a fruitful country, and at


that very time covered with the young ears, the whole being


sowed with corn, and the fields so thick with it, that they


made a beautiful show of a long peace. And he was further


emboldened when he understood that the enemy's password


was Minerva and Alexander. Accordingly he also gave out


as his Ceres and Alexander, and gave his men orders to


make garlands for themselves, and to dress their arms with


wreaths of corn. He found himself under many temptations


to discover to his captains and officers whom they were to


engage with, and not to conceal a secret of such moment in


his own breast alone, yet he kept to his first resolutions,


and ventured to run the hazard of his own judgment.


When he came to give battle, he would not trust any


Macedonian to engage Craterus, but appointed two troops


of foreign horse, commanded by Pharnabazus, son to Arta-


bazus and Phoenix of Tenedos, with order to charge as soon


as ever they saw the enemy, without giving them leisure to


speak or retire, or receiving any herald or trumpet from


them. For he was exceedingly afraid about his Macedo-


nians, lest, if they found out Craterus to be there, they


should go over to his side. He himself, with three hundred


of his best horse, led the right wing against ISTeoptolemus.
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When having passed a little hill they came in view, and
were seen advancing with more than ordinary briskness,


Craterns was amazed, and bitterly reproached Neoptolemus


for deceiving him with hopes of the Macedonians' revolt,


but he encouraged his men to do bravely, and forthwith


charged. The first engagement was very fierce, and the


spears being soon broken to pieces, they came to close


fighting with their swords ; and here Craterus did by no


means dishonor Alexander, but slew many of his enemies,


and repulsed many assaults, but at last received a wound
in his side from a Thracian, and fell oft* his horse. Being


down, many not knowing him went past him, but Gorgias,


one of Eumenes's captains, knew him, and alighting from


his horse, kept guard over him, as he lay badly wounded
and slowly dying. In the mean time Xeoptolemus and


Eumenes were engaged ; who, being inveterate and mortal


enemies, sought for one another, but missed for the two
first courses, but in the third discovering one another, they


drew their swords, and with loud shouts immediately


charged. And their horses striking against one another


like two galleys, they quitted their reins, and taking mutual


hold pulled at one another's helmets, and at the armor from


their shoulders. While they were thus struggling their


horses went from under them, and they fell together to the


ground, there again still keeping their hold and wrestling.


Keoptolemus was getting up first, but Eumenes wounded
him in the ham, and got upon his feet before him. Neoptol-


emus supporting himself upon one knee, the other leg be-


ing disabled, and himself undermost, fought courageously,


though his blows were not mortal, but receiving a stroke in


the neck he fell and ceased to resist. Eumenes, transported


with passion and his inveterate hatred to him, fell to revil-


ing and stripping him, and perceived not that his sword was
still in his hand. And with this he wounded Eumenes under


the bottom of his corslet in the groin, but in truth more
frightened than, hurt him ; his blow being faint for want of
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strength. Having stript the dead body, ill as he was with


the wounds he had received in his legs and arms, he took


horse again, and hurried towards the left wing of his army,


which he supposed to be still engaged. Hearing of the


death of Craterus, he rode up to him, and finding there was


yet some life in him, alighted from his horse and wept, and


laying his right hand upon him, inveighed bitterly against


Neoptolemus, and lamented both Craterus's misfortune and


his own hard fate, that he should be necessitated to engage


against an old friend and acquaintance, and either do or


suffer so much mischief.


This victory Eumenes obtained about ten days after the


former, and got great reputation alike for his conduct and


his valor in achieving it. But, on the other hand, it created


him great envy both among his own troops and his enemies


that he, a stranger and a foreigner, should employ the forces


and arms of Macedon, to cut off the bravest and most ap-


proved man among them. Had the news of this defeat come


timely enough to Perdiccas he had doubtless been the


greatest of all the Macedonians ; but now, he being slain in


a mutiny in Egypt, two days before the news arrived, the


Macedonians in a rage decreed Eumenes's death, giving


joint commission to Antigonus and Antipater to prosecute


the war against him. Passing by Mount Ida, where there


was a royal establishment of horses, Eumenes took as many
as he had occasion for, and sent an account of his doing so


to the overseers, at which Antipater is said to have laughed,


calling it truly laudable in Eumenes thus to hold himself


prepared for giving in to them (or would it be taken from


them?) strict account of all matters of administration.


Eumenes had designed to engage in the plains of Lydia,


near Sardis, both because his chief strength lay in horse,


and to let Cleopatra see how powerful he was. But at her


particular request, for she was afraid to give any umbrage


to Antipater, he marched into the upper Phrygia, and win-


tered in Celsense : when Alcetas, Polemon, and Docimus
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disputing with him who should command in chiei, " Yotf


know," said he, " the old saying. That destruction regards


no punctilios." Having promised his soldiers pay within


three days, he sold them all the farms and castles in the


country, together with the men and beasts with which they


were filled ; every captain or officer that bought, received


from Eumenes the use of his engines to storm the place,


and divided the spoils among his company, proportional)]


y


to every man's arrears. By this Eumenes came again to be


popular, so that when letters were found thrown about the


camp by the enemy, promising one hundred talents, besides


great honors, to any one that should kill Eumenes, the


Macedonians were extremely offended, and made an order


that from that time forward one thousand of their best men
should continually guard his person, and keep strict watch


about him by night in their several turns. This order was
cheerfully obeyed, and they gladly received of Eumenes the


same honors which the kings used to confer upon their


favorites. He now had leave to bestow purple hats and


cloaks, which among the Macedonians is one of the greatest


honors the king can give.


Good fortune will elevate even petty minds, and give


them the appearance of a certain greatness and stateliness,


as from their high place they look down upon the world ; but


the truly noble and resolved spirit raises itself, and becomes


more conspicuous in times of disaster and ill fortune, as


was now the case with Eumenes. For having by the trea-


son of one of his own men lost the field to Antigonus at


Orcynii, in Cappadocia, in his flight he gave the traitor


no opportunity to escape to the enemy, but immediately


seized and hanged him. Then in his flight, taking a con-


trary course to his pursuers, he stole by them unawares,


returned to the place where the battle had been fought,


and encamped. There he gathered up the dead bodies and


burnt them with the doors and windows of the neighbor-


ing villages, and raised heaps of earth upon their graves


;
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insomuch that Antigonus, who came thither soon after, ex-


pressed his astonishment at his courage and firm resolution.


Falling afterwards upon the baggage of Antigonus, he


might easily have taken many captives, both bond and
freemen, and much wealth collected from the spoils of so


many wars ; but he feared lest his men, overladen with so


much booty, might become unfit for rapid retreat, and too


fond of their ease to sustain the continual marches and en-


dure the long waiting on which he depended for success,


expecting to tire Antigonus into some other course. But
then considering it would be extremely difficult to restrain


the Macedonians from plunder, when it seemed to offer


itself, he gave them order to refresh themselves, and bait


their horses, and then attack the enemy. In the mean
time he sent privately to Menander, who had care of all this


baggage, professing a concern for him upon the score of


old friendship and acquaintance; and therefore advising


him to quit the plain and secure himself upon the sides of


the neighboring hills, where the horse might not be able to


hem him in. When Menander, sensible of his danger, had


speedily packed up his goods and decamped, Eumenes
openly sent his scouts to discover the enemy's posture, and


commanded his men to arm, and bridle their horses, as


designing immediately to give battle ; but the scouts re-


turning with news that Menander had secured so difficult


a post it was impossible to take him, Eumenes, pretending


to be grieved with the disappointment, drew off his men
another way. It is said that when Menander reported this


afterwards to Antigonus, and the Macedonians commended
Eumenes, imputing it to his singular good-nature, that


having it in his power to make slaves of their children


and outrage their wives, he forbore and spared them all.


Antigonus replied, " Alas, good friends, he had no regard


to us, but to himself, being loath to wear so many shackles


when he designed to fly."


From this time Eumenes, daily flying and wandering
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about, persuaded many of his men to disband, whether out


of kindness to them, or unwillingness to lead about such a


body of men as were too few to engage, and too many to fly


undiscovered. Taking refuge at Nora, a place on the con-


lines of Lycaonia and Cappadocia, with five hundred horse


and two hundred heavy-armed foot, he again dismissed as


many of his friends as desired it, through fear of the prob-


able hardships to be encountered there, and embracing


them with all demonstrations of kindness, gave them licence


to depart. Antigonus, when he came before this fort,


desired to have an interview with Eumenes before the


siege ; but he returned answer, that Antigonus had many
friends who might command in his room ; but they whom
Eumenes defended had nobody to substitute if he should


miscarry; therefore, if Antigonus thought it worth while


to treat with him, he should first send him hostages. And
when Antigonus required that Eumenes should first address


himself to him as his superior, he replied, " While I am able


to wield a sword, I shall think no man greater than myself."


At last, when, according to Eumenes's demand, Antigonus


sent his own nephew Ptolemy to the fort, Eumenes went


out to him, and they mutually embraced with great tender-


ness and friendship, as having formerly been very intimate.


After long conversation, Eumenes making no mention of


his own pardon and security, but requiring that he should


be confirmed in his several governments, and restitution be


made him of the rewards of his service, all that were pres-


ent were astonished at his courage and gallantry. And
many of the Macedonians flocked to see what sort of person


Eumenes was, for since the death of Craterus no man had


been so much talked of in the army. But Antigonus, being


afraid lest he might suffer some violence, first commanded
the soldiers to keep off, calling out and throwing stones at


those who pressed forwards. At last, taking Eumenes in


his arms, and keeping off the crowd with his guards, not


without great difficulty, he returned him safe into the fort.
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Then Antigonus, having built a wall round Nora, left a


force sufficient to carry on the siege, and drew off the rest


of his army ; and Eumenes was beleaguered and kept gar-


rison, having plenty of corn and water and salt, but no


other thing, either for food or delicacy
;
yet with such as


he had, he kept a cheerful table for his friends, inviting


them severally in their turns, and seasoning his entertain-


ment with a gentle and affable behavior. For he had a


pleasant countenance, and looked not like an old and prac-


tised soldier, but was smooth and florid, and his shape as


delicate as if his limbs had been carved by art in the most


accurate proportions. He was not a great orator, but win-


ning and persuasive, as may be seen in his letters. The
greatest distress of the besieged was the narrowness of the


place they were in, their quarters being very confined, and the


whole place but two furlongs in compass ; so that both they


and their horses fed without exercise. Accordingly, not


only to prevent the listlessness of such inactive living, but


to have them in condition to fly if occasion required, he


assigned a room one-and-twenty feet long, the largest in


all the fort, for the men to walk in, directing them to begin


their walk gently, and so gradually mend their pace. And
for the horses, he tied them to the roof with great halters,


fastening which about their necks, with a pulley he gently


raised them, till standing upon the ground with their


hinder feet, they just touched it with the very ends of


their forefeet. In this posture the grooms plied them with


whips and shouts, provoking them to curvet and kick out


with their hind legs, struggling and stamping at the same


time to find support for their forefeet, and thus their whole


body was exercised, till they were all in a foam and sweat


;


excellent exercise, whether for strength or speed ; and then


he gave them their corn already coarsely ground, that they


might sooner despatch, and better digest it.


The siege continuing long, Antigonus received advice


that Antipater was dead in Macedon, and that affairs were
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embroiled by the differences of Cassander and Polysper*


chon, upon which he conceived no mean hopes, purposing


to make himself master of all, and, in order to his design,


thought to bring over Eumenes, that he might have his


advice and assistance. He, therefore, sent Hieronymus to


treat with him, proposing a certain oath, which Eumenes
first corrected, and then referred himself to the Macedo-


nians themselves that besieged him, to be judged by them,


which of the two forms was the most equitable. Antig-


onus in the beginning of his had slightly mentioned the


kings as by way of ceremony, while all the sequel referred


to himself alone ; but Eumenes changed the form of it to


Olympias and the kings, and proceeded to swear not to be


true to Antigonus, only, but to them, and to have the same
friends and enemies, not with Antigonus, but with Olym-


pias and the kings. This form the Macedonians thinking


the more reasonable, swore Eumenes according to it, and


raised the siege, sending also to Antigonus, that he should


swear in the same form to Eumenes. Meantime, all the


hostages of the Cappadocians whom Eumenes had in Nora
he returned, obtaining from their friends war-horses, beasts


of carriage, and tents in exchange. And collecting again


all the soldiers who had dispersed at the time of his flight,


and were now wandering about the country, he got together


a body of near a thousand horse, and with them fled from


Antigonus, whom he justly feared. For he had sent


orders not only to have him blocked up and besieged


again, but had given a very sharp answer to the Macedo-


nians, for admitting Eumenes's amendment of the oath.


While Eumenes was flying, he received letters from those


in Macedonia, who were jealous of Antigonus's greatness,


from Olympias, inviting him thither, to take the charge and


protection of Alexander's infant son, whose person was in


danger, and other letters from Polysperchon and Philip


the king, requiring him to make war upon Antigonus, as


general of the forces in Cappadocia, and empowering him
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out of the treasure at Quinda to take five hundred talents,


compensation for his own losses, and to levy as much as


he thought necessary to carry on the war. They wrote also


to the same effect to Antigenes and Teutamus, the chief


officers of the Argyraspids ; who, on receiving these letters,


treated Eumenes with a show of respect and kindness;


but it was apparent enough that they were full of envy and


emulation, disdaining to give place to him. Their envy


Eumenes moderated, by refusing to accept the money, as


if he had not needed it ; and their ambition and emulation,


who were neither able to govern nor willing to obey, he


conquered by help of superstition. For he told them that


Alexander had appeared to him in a dream, and showed
him a regal pavilion richly furnished, with a throne in it


;


and told him if they would sit in council there, he himself


would be present, and prosper all the consultations and


actions upon which they should enter in his name. Antig-


enes and Teutamus were easily prevailed upon to believe


this, being as little willing to come and consult Eumenes,


as he himself was to be seen waiting at other men's doors.


Accordingly, they erected a tent royal, and a throne, called


Alexander's, and there they met to consult upon all affairs


of moment.


Afterwards they advanced into the interior of Asia, and


in their march met with Peucestes, who was friendly to


them and with the other satraps, who joined forces with


them, and greatly encouraged the Macedonians with the


number and appearance of their men. But they them-


selves, having since Alexander's decease become imperious


and ungoverned in their tempers, and luxurious in their


daily habits, imagining themselves great princes, and


pampered in their conceit by the flattery of the barbarians,


when all these conflicting pretensions now came together,


were soon found to be exacting and quarrelsome one with


another, while all alike unmeasurably flattered the Mace-


donians, giving them money for revels and sacrifices, till in







296 PLZTTAECH ' 5 LIVES.


a short time they brought the camp to be a dissolute place


of entertainment, and the army a mere multitude of voters,


canvassed as in a democracy for the election of this or that


commander. Eumenes, perceiving they despised one an-


other, and all of them feared him, and sought an oppor-


tunity to kill him, pretended to be in want of money, and


borrowed many talents, of those especially who most hated


him, to make them at once confide in him, and forbear all


violence to him for fear of losing their own money. Thus
his enemies' estates were the guard of his person, and by


receiving money he purchased safety, for which it is more
common to give it.


The Macedonians, also, while there was no show of


danger, allowed themselves to be corrupted, and made all


their court to those who gave them presents, who had their


body-guards, and affected to appear generals-in-chief. But
when Antigonus came upon them with a great army, and


their affairs themselves seemed to call out for a true


general, then not only the common soldiers cast their eyes


upon Eumenes, but these men, who had appeared so great


in a peaceful time of ease, submitted all of them to him,


and quietly posted themselves severally as he appointed


them. And when Antigonus attempted to pass the river


Pasitigris, all the rest that were appointed to guard the


passes were not so much as aware of his march; only


Eumenes met and encountered him, slew many of his men,


and filled the river with the dead, and took four thousand


prisoners. But it was most particularly when Eumenes
was^sick, that the Macedonians let it be seen how in their


judgment, while others could feast them handsomely and


make entertainments, he alone knew how to fight and lead


an army. For Peucestes, having made a splendid entertain-


ment in Persia, and given each of the soldiers a sheep to


sacrifice with, made himself sure of being commander-in-


chief. Some few days after, the army was to march, and


Eumenes having been dangerously ill was carried in a litter
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apart from the body of the army, that any rest he got might


not be disturbed. But when they were a little advanced,


unexpectedly they had a view of the enemy, who had
passed the hills that lay between them, and was marching


down into the plain. At the sight of the golden armor


glittering in the sun as they marched down in their order>


the elephants with their castles on their backs, and the


men in their purple, as their manner was when they were


going to give battle, the front stopped their march, and


called out for Eumenes, for they would not advance a step


but under his conduct ; and fixing their arms in the ground


gave the word among themselves to stand, requiring their


officers also not to stir or engage or hazard themselves with-


out Eumenes. News of this being brought to Eumenes, he


hastened those that carried his litter, and drawing back


the curtains on both sides, joyfully put forth his right


hand. As soon as the soldiers saw him they saluted him
in their Macedonian dialect, and took up their shields, and


striking them with their pikes, gave a great shout ; inviting


the enemy to come on, for now they had a leader.


Antigonus understanding by some prisoners he had taken


that Eumenes was out of health, to that degree that he was
carried in a litter, presumed it would be no hard matter to


crush the rest of them, since he was ill. He therefore made
the greater haste to come up with them and engage. But
being come so near as to discover how the enemy was
drawn up and appointed, he was astonished, and paused


for some time ; at last he saw the litter carrying from one


wing of the army to the other, and, as his manner was,


laughing aloud, he said to his friends, " That litter there,


it seems, is the thing that offers us battle;" and im-


mediately wheeled about, retired with all his army, and


pitched his camp. The men on the other side, rinding a


little respite, returned to their former habits, and allowing


themselves to be flattered, and making the most of the


indulgence of their generals, took up for their winter quar*
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ters near the whole country of the Gabeni, so that the front


was quartered nearly a thousand furlongs from the rear


;


which Antigonus understanding, marched suddenly to-


wards them, taking the most difficult road through a


country that wanted water ; but the way was short though


uneven ; hoping, if he should surprise them thus scattered


in their winter quarters, the soldiers would not easily be


able to come up time enough and join with their officers.


But having to pass through a country uninhabited, where


he met with violent winds and severe frosts, he was much
checked in his march, and his men suffered exceedingly.


The only possible relief was making numerous fires, by


which his enemies got notice of his coming. For the bar-


barians who dwelt on the mountains overlooking the desert,


amazed at the multitude of fires they saw, sent messengers


upon dromedaries to acquaint Peucestes. He being aston-


ished and almost out of his senses with the news, and find-


ing the rest in no less disorder, resolved to fly, and collect


what men he could by the way. But Eumenes relieved


him from his fear and trouble, undertaking so to stop the


enemy's advance, that he should arrive three days later


than he was expected. Having persuaded them, he im-


mediately despatched expresses to all the officers to draw
the men out of their winter quarters, and muster them with


all speed. He himself, with some of the chief officers, rode


out, and chose an elevated tract within view, at a distance,


of such as travelled the desert ; this he occupied and quar-


tered out, and commanded many fires to be made in it, as the


custom is in a camp. This done, and the enemies seeing


the fire upon the mountains, Antigonus was filled with


vexation and despondency, supposing that his enemies had


been long since advertised of his march, and were prepared


to receive him. Therefore, lest his army, now tired and


wearied out with their march, should be immediately forced


to encounter with fresh men, who had wintered well and


were ready for him, quitting the near way, he marched
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slowly through the towns and villages to refresh his men.


But meeting with no such skirmishes as are usual when
two armies lie near one another, and being assured by the


people of the country that no army had been seen, but only


continual iires at that place, he concluded he had been out-


witted by a stratagem of Eumenes, and, much troubled,


advanced to give open battle.


By this time, the greater part of the forces were come
together to Eumenes, and admiring his sagacity, declared


him alone commander-in-chief of the whole army; upon
which Antigenes and Teutamus, the commanders of the


Argyraspids, being very much offended, and envying


Eumenes, formed a conspiracy against him ; and assem-


bling the greater part of the satraps and officers, consulted


when and how to cut him off. When they had unanimously


agreed, first to use his service in the next battle, and then


to take an occasion to destroy him, Eudamus, the master of


the elephants, and Phsedinius gave Eumenes private advice


of this design, not out of kindness or good-will to him, but


lest they should lose the money they had lent him. Eu-


menes, having commended them, retired to his tent, and tell-


ing his friends he lived among a herd of wild beasts, made
his will, and tore up all his letters, lest his correspondents


after his death should be questioned or punished on accouut


of anything in his secret papers. Having thus disposed of


his affairs, he thought of letting the enemy win the field, or


of flying through Media and Armenia and seizing Cappa-


docia, but came to no resolution while his friends stayed


with him. After turning to many expedients in his mind,


which his changeable fortune had made versatile, he at last


put his men in array, and encouraged the Greeks and bar-


barians ; as for the phalanx and the Argyraspids, they en-


couraged him, and bade him be of good heart, for the enemy
would never be able to stand them. For indeed they were


the oldest of Philip's and Alexander's soldiers, tried men,


that had long made war their exercise, that had never been
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beaten or foiled ; most of them seventy, none less than


sixty years old. And so when they charged Antigonus's


men, they cried out, " You fight against your fathers, you


rascals," and furiously falling on, routed the whole phalanx


at once, nobody being able to stand them, and the greatest


part dying by their hands. So that Antigonus's foot was
routed, but his horse got the better, and he became master


of the baggage through the cowardice of Peucestes, who
behaved himself negligently and basely ; while Antigonus


used his judgment calmly in the danger, being aided more-


over by the ground. For the place where they fought


was a large plain, neither deep nor hard under foot, but,


like the seashore, covered with a fine soft sand which the


treading of so many men and horses in the time of battle


reduced to a small white dust, that like a cloud of lime


darkened the air, so that one could not see clearly at any
distance, and so made it easy for Antigonus to take the


baggage unperceived.


After the battle, Teutamus sent a message to Antigonus


to demand the baggage. He made answer, he would not


only restore it to the Argyraspids, but serve them further


in the other things if they would but deliver up Eumenes.


Upon which the Argyraspids took a villanous resolution to


deliver him up alive into the hands of his enemies. So they


came to wait upon him, being unsuspected by him, but


watching their opportunity, some lamenting the loss of the


baggage, some encouraging him as if he had been victor, some
accusing the other commanders, till at last they all fell upon
him, and seizing his sword, bound his hands behind him
with his own girdle. When Antigonus had sent Kicanor


to receive him he begged he might be led through the


body of the Macedonians, and have liberty to speak


to them, neither to request nor deprecate anything, but


only to advise them what would be for their interest. A
silence being made, as he stood upon a rising ground, he


stretched out his hands bound, and said, " What trophy, O
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ye basest of all the Macedonians, could Antigonus have


wished for so great as you yourselves have erected for him
in delivering up your general captive into his hands ? You
are not ashamed, when you are conquerors, to own your-


selves conquered, for the sake only of your baggage, as if


it were wealth, not arms, wherein victory consisted ; nay,


you deliver up your general to redeem your stuff. As for


me I am unvanquished, though a captive, conqueror of my
enemies, and betrayed by my fellow-soldiers. For you, I


adjure you by Jupiter, the protector of arms, and by all the


gods that are the avengers of perjury, to kill me here with


your own hands ; for it is all one ; and if I am murdered


yonder, it will be esteemed your act, nor will Antigonus


complain, for he desires not Eumenes alive, but dead. Or if


you withhold your own hands, release but one of mine, it


shall suffice to do the work ; and if you dare not trust me
with a sword, throw me bound as I am under the feet of


the wild beasts. This if you do I shall freely acquit you
from the guilt of my death, as the most just and kind of


men to their general."


While Eumenes was thus speaking, the rest of the soldiers


wept for grief, but the Argyraspids shouted out to lead him
on, and give no attention to his trifling. For it was no


such great matter if this Chersonesian pest should meet


his death, who in thousands of battles had annoyed and


wasted the Macedonians ; it would be a much more grievous


thing for the choicest of Philip's and Alexander's soldiers


to be defrauded of the fruits of so long service, and in their


old age to come to beg their bread, and to leave their wives


three nights in the power of their enemies. So they hur-


ried him on with violence. But Antigonus, fearing the


multitude, for nobody was left in the camp, sent ten of his


strongest elephants with divers of his Mede and Parthian


lances to keep off the press. Then he could not endure to


have Eumenes brought into his presence, by reason of their


former intimacy and friendship ; but when they that had
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taken him inquired how he would have him kept, " As 1


would," said he, " an elephant, or a lion." A little after,


being moved with compassion, he commanded the heaviest


of his irons to be knocked off, one of his servants to be ad-


mitted to anoint him, and that any of his friends that were


willing should have liberty to visit him, and bring him
what he wanted. Long time he deliberated what to do


with him, sometimes inclining to the advice and promises


of Nearchus of Crete and Demetrius his son, who were


very earnest to preserve Eumenes, whilst all the rest were


unanimously instant and importunate to have him taken


off. It is related that Eumenes inquired of Onomarchus,


his keeper, why Antigonus, now he had his enemy in his


hands, would not forthwith despatch or generously release


him ? And that Onomarchus contumeliously answered him,


that the field had been a more proper place than this to


show his contempt of death. To whom Eumenes replied,


" And, by heavens, I showed it there ; ask the men else that


engaged me, but I could never meet a man that was my
superior." " Therefore," rejoined Onomarchus, " now you
have found such a man, why don't you submit quietly to


his pleasure ?
"


When Antigonus resolved to kill Eumenes, he com-


manded to keep his food from him, and so with two or


three days' fasting he began to draw near his end ; but the


camp being on a sudden to remove, an executioner was
sent to despatch him. Antigonus granted his body to his


friends, permitted them to burn it, and having gathered


his ashes into a silver urn, to send them to his wife and


children.


Eumenes was thus taken off ; and Divine Providence as-


signed to no other man the chastisement of the commanders
and soldiers that had betrayed him ; but Antigonus him-


self, abominating the Argyraspids as wicked and inhuman
villains, delivered them up to Sibyrtius, the governor of


Arachosia, commanding him by all ways and means to
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destroy and exterminate them, so that not a man of them
might ever come to Macedon, or so much as within sight


of the Greek Sea.


COMPARISON OF SERTORIUS WITH
EUMENES.


These are the most remarkable passages that are come
to our knowledge concerning Eumenes and Sertorins. In


comparing their lives, we may observe that this was com-


mon to them both ; that being aliens, strangers, and ban-


ished men, they came to be commanders of powerful forces,


and had the leading of numerous and warlike armies,


made up of divers nations. This was peculiar to Sertorius,


that the chief command was, by his whole party, freely


yielded to him, as to the person of the greatest merit and


renown, whereas Eumenes had many who contested the


office with him, and only by his actions obtained the su-


periority. They followed the one honestly, out of desire to


be commanded by him ; they submitted themselves to the


other for their own security, because they could not com-


mand themselves. The one, being a Roman, was the gen-


eral of the Spaniards and Lusitanians, who for many
years had been under the subjection of Rome; and the


other, a Chersonesian, who was chief commander of the


Macedonians, who were the great conquerors of mankind,


and were at that time subduing the world. Sertorius,


being already in high esteem for his former services in the


wars and his abilities in the senate, was advanced to the


dignity of a general ; whereas Eumenes obtained this honor


from the office of a writer, or secretary, in which he had


been despised. Nor did he only at first rise from inferior


opportunities, but afterwards, also, met with greater im-


pediments in the progress of his authority, and that not
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only from those who publicly resisted him, but from


many others that privately conspired against him. It was
much otherwise with Sertorius, not one of whose party


publicly opposed him, only late in life, and secretly, a


few of his acquaintance entered into a conspiracy against


him. Sertorius put an end to his dangers as often as


he was victorious in the field, whereas the victories of


Eumenes were the beginning of his perils, through the


malice of those that envied him.


Their deeds in war were equal and parallel, but their


general inclinations different. Eumenes naturally loved


war and contention, but Sertorius esteemed peace and
tranquillity ; when Eumenes might have lived in safety,


with honor, if he would have quietly retired out of their


way, he persisted in a dangerous contest with the greatest


of the Macedonian leaders ; but Sertorius, who was un-


willing to trouble himself with any public disturbances,


was forced, for the safety of his person, to make war
against those who would not suffer him to live in peace.


If Eumenes could have contented himself with the second


place, Antigonus, freed from his competition for the first,


would have used him well, and shown him favor, whereas


Pompey's friends would never permit Sertorius so much
as to live in quiet. The one made war of his own accord,


out of a desire for command; and the other was con-


strained to accept of command, to defend himself from


war that was made against him. Eumenes was certainly


a true lover of war, for he preferred his covetous ambition


before his own security ; but Sertorius was truly warlike,


who procured his own safety by the success of his arms.


As to the manner of their deaths, it happened to one


without the least thought or surmise of it ; but to the other


when he suspected it daily ; which in the first, argues an


equitable temper, and a noble mind, not to distrust his


friends ; but in the other, it showed some infirmity of spirit,


lor Eumenes intended to fly and was taken* The death of
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Sertorius dishonored not his life ; he suffered that from his


companions which none of his enemies were ever able to


perform. The other, not being able to deliver himself be*


fore his imprisonment, being willing also to live in captiv-


ity, did neither prevent nor expect his fate with honor or


bravery; for by meanly supplicating and petitioning, he


made his enemy, that pretended only to have power ovei


his body, to be lord and master of his body and mind.


AGESILAUS.


Archidamus, the son of Zeuxidamus, having reigned glo-


riously over the Lacedaemonians, left behind him two sons,


Agis the elder, begotten of Lampido, a noble lady, Ages-


ilaus, much the younger, born of Eupolia, the daughter ot


Melesippiclas. Eow the succession belonging to Agis by
law, Agesilaus, who in all probability was to be but a private


man, was educated according to the usual discipline of the


country, hard and severe, and meant to teach young men
to obey their superiors. Whence it was that, men say,


Simonides called Sparta " the tamer of men," because by
early strictness of education, they, more than any nation,


trained the citizens to obedience to the laws, and made
them tractable and patient of subjection, as horses that


are broken in while colts. The law did not impose this


harsh rule on the heirs apparent of the kingdom. But


Agesilaus, whose good fortune it was to be born a younger


brother, was consequently bred to all the arts of obedience,


and so the better fitted for the government, when it fell to


his share ; hence it was that he proved the most popular-


tempered of the Spartan kings, his early life having added


to his natural kingly and commanding qualities the gentle


and humane feelings of a citizen.


While he was yet a boy, bred up in one of what are
20
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